St Aidan’s Parish Pastoral Council Meeting – 2nd September 2026

Attendees:
Father Peter Mansfield, Simon Archer, Sarah Yusoof, Chibuye Ngwisha, Lesley Leavey, Jeannine Nembhard (Secretary)
Apologies:
Penne Cecil Hutton, Gerry O’Donnell, Alexandra Collins, Richard Thurbon

1. Father Peter welcomed the PPC members to the meeting. Lesley led the group in an opening prayer. 

2. Minutes of the last meeting on 1st July were approved by all members present. It was agreed that the Minutes of the previous meeting will be shared along with the Agenda for the next meeting going forward.

3.	Election of three new PPC Members
	Discussed the need to replace Martin, Erica, and Craig to bring the council membership back to 12 people. It was agreed to place a message on the church Notice Board at the church entrance and to include information in the newsletter for three weeks. Candidates must be 19 years of age or older, and nominators must be 16 years of age or older. 

4.  	Churches Together in Coulsdon (CTC)
The email from Colin and the proposed changes to the constitution were shared with all members ahead of today’s meeting to review, ahead of the meeting on 7th October.
The parish council formally agrees to the proposed constitution changes for 'Churches Together in Coulsdon'.
5. 	Archbishop’s Visit 13th September
The Archbishop will celebrate the 11:00 am Mass on 13th September. There will be an input from the school children regarding Catholic social teaching. There will be a buffet in the church hall after Mass. People will be asked via the newsletter to bring a dish. 
6. 	Synodal Process/Parish Plan; A Feast for All Peoples; Archbishop Meeting 26th November
Simon reminded the members of the parish plan they drew up. Copies were distributed. He raised the issue that there was no plan as yet to put it into action, and it had not been published in the parish.  He addressed the need to implement the Parish Plan and emphasised the need to plan the next year based on it.  
Re ongoing process about Synodality.  ‘Feast for All Peoples’ is a programme produced by the diocese for parish discussion groups.  This would fit into the synodal process.  We need to identify four leaders/groups to facilitate it.  The event would run for 5 weeks in groups, in person or online.  It would run along the lines of the Called to Bear Fruit groups but could include new people with fresh ideas.  Involvement of young people would also be desirable.
Simon offered to reach out to Alexandria, who coordinated  ‘Call to Bear Fruit’. Once the leaders are confirmed, the details will be shared in the newsletter to recruit additional members.
There is a Zoom meeting with the Archbishop on the 26th November for all parishes to attend and discuss how they would implement the process.
7.	Priest’s Items
Mass for ‘Precious little ones who have not come to birth alive’ - 19th October
Father Peter proposes a Mass on 19th October to provide healing and comfort for parents who have experienced the loss of a child through stillbirth, miscarriage, etc. Father Peter explained the importance of establishing identity for the children through a book of names and acknowledged that this service is intended to help address the lack of previous support for grieving parents.
Mass for anointing of the sick and housebound. In abeyance since SVP ceased
Father Peter asked for the PPC to restore the Mass with the sacrament of anointing for the housebound, sick and elderly. This was previously coordinated by the now-inactive St. Vincent de Paul Society. 
It was suggested that the social committee could organise the event, which historically included a meal such as shepherd's pie. There is also the task to organise transport for those who need it. The meal will be funded by the Parish.
Parish Retreat Week 9 - 16th October 2027
Father Peter confirmed that a speaker has been booked for a retreat in the parish from 9th October to 16th October 2027, focusing on prayer with scriptures and spiritual direction. More information to come.
8.   Parish Notices
· The boiler is coming to the end of its life, and the Parish has obtained 3 quotes to replace it. The chosen company had been recommended by a neighbouring parish. The new commercial boiler is 20% more powerful, and Father Peter will place the order this week.

· In reply to a query, Father Peter clarified that there will be no parish collection for supply priests, as diocesan policy dictates that the parish cover all necessary expenses, including travel, food, and accommodation.  The priest also receives a weekly fee and all stipends for Masses etc. While individuals may personally choose to provide gifts, no formal collection will be organised by the church.
9.  AOB
· The date of the next meeting is Wednesday 4th November
· Opening prayer will be led by Sarah
[bookmark: _heading=h.t7jyk0nhgfjz]10. Closing Prayer by Father Peter.

