St Aidan’s Parish Pastoral Council Meeting – 6 May 2026
Attendees:
Erica Thurbon – Chair
Father Peter Mansfield
Richard Thurbon
Gerry O’Donnell
Craig Ditchfield
Lesley Leavey
Penne Cecil Hutton
Sarah Yusoof
Alexandra Collins
Chibuye Ngwisha 

Apologies:
Martin Puckett
Simon Archer
Jeannine Nembhard

1) Erica welcomed the PPC to the meeting.

2) Minutes from the last meeting – agreed

3) Parish plan discussion
Richard took the PPC through the draft Parish plan and began with going through the points and comments made by Fr Peter. The PPC felt that the draft plan was coherent and covered the insight that we had accrued. We added Parish Leads to the plan to cover the three thematic areas:
Catechesis – Sarah Driver is Parish Lead for Catechesis.  From the PPC Erica Thurbon will be Coordinator assisted by Penne Cecil Hutton / Sarah Yusoof.  Erica will invite SD to be part of group.
Evangelisation – Richard Thurbon
Formation – Alexandra Collins/Craig Ditchfield
We clarified authority limits about expenditure as detailed in the plan.
We spoke about the need for Deanery Coordination and liaising with other neighbouring parishes - Erica to reach out to our Deanery contact Nicholas for contact information
We spoke about how realistic the timescales are in the plan and agreed to review timescales as we progressed, sighting the need for separate action plans to execute certain activities. That we would also look at commitment around the wording used and refer to targets rather than being exacting.
In relation to activities on young people of the Parish. We agreed that we would look at what we currently do well and ways to maintain existing activities such as Children’s word, Holy Communion and Confirmation. That we would include an activity around outreach for potential Holy Communion children attending non-Catholic schools. We would keep on asking our young people what they want as part of our Church community.
We agreed that to source more volunteers, we could look at sharing days to promote volunteering opportunities. That we could write up job descriptions so people could understand what was available and match their respective skills. Gerry said that he would be happy to take these forward if we identified roles.
We agreed that having a regular feedback mechanism, like a survey would help us continue to gather more insight from the Church community.
Lesley spoke about young people taking on responsibility within the church community – Erica suggested that perhaps we could approach it as a way to build their experience (for CV purposes).
Richard and Erica to revise the draft plan taking on board comments raised. Erica will then recirculate the plan to the PPC along with questions to raise with the Deanery. A nil response or further comments will be invited along with a deadline provided.

Churches Together in Coulsdon
Lesley presented the item to the PPC – all parishes have been asked to consult their respective PPC to gain their views on the future of the CTC.
There are three options:
1) Seek to maintain the status quo
2) Dissolve the CTC altogether
3) Continue the CTC with a new way of working
We agreed to send out a survey electronically and have a physical comments box. Richard to sort survey. Feedback needs to be provided by 25 May.
The PPC were asked to attend the CTC meeting on 2 June at 7.30 in St Aidan’s Hall to join the discussion.



Letter on the Synodal process
Richard presented this item. Fr Peter and Richard will represent our Parish at the upcoming Synod gathering. Another volunteer from the PPC or wider needs to be sourced. Richard to circulate Archbishop’s letter and summary.

Parish notices:
Fr Peter announced that he has asked Archbishop John Wilson to visit St Aidan’s. He is due to attend on Sunday 13 September at the 11am mass. There will be a finger buffet.
Fr Peter to follow up on the proposed Parish spiritual week in October (as raised at the last PPC meeting).
AOB
Sarah reminded the PPC to be conscious on following up on each other during times of need.


