NEWSLETTER

St Aidan’s Catholic Church - Coulsdon

| Parish Priest: Fr Peter Mansfield, Deacon: Rev. Tony Flavin
x\ Parish House: 1 Portnalls Road, Coulsdon, Surrey. CRS 3DD

Tel: 020 8660 2452 Email: coulsdon@rcaos.org.uk
Parish Website: www.st-aidans-parish.org.uk

Support in times of loss: listeningtoyou.staidans@gmail.com
N Safeguarding: Bridget Hanlon coulsdonsgl@safeguardrcaos.org.uk

f ¥ \ Alexandra Collins coulsdonsg3@safeguardrcaos.org.uk

‘ \ Church Hall enquiries: staidanshallbookings@gmail.com
Property maintenance, report issues: staidanspremisesteam@gmail.co.uk
St Aidan’s School: 01737 556036

Parish banking details: Name of acc: RCAS Coulsdon.
Acc no.: 01751182 Sort: 60-06-14

Year A PALM SUNDAY 29th March 2026

Masses are streamed for the housebound on the parish YouTube channel: St Aidans Coulsdon

No Life breakfast today or next week.
Saturday Vigil 6pm People of the parish Confessions after Mass. Bar open after 11am Mass.

Palm blessing begins in the hall for both Masses in the morning
There is no Way of the Cross on Palm
Sunday. The church will be open until
Sunday 11am Patrick Lomasney RIP 5.30pm for people to do them privately or

Monday 10am Eric and Donald Dourado RIP visit Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament.
Tuesday No Mass

Wednesday No Mass here - Chrism Mass 11.15am at St George’s Cathedral, SE1 6HR.

MAUNDY THURSDAY 8pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper, watching until midnight People of the parish

Sunday 9am Welfare and thanksgiving of Samara Tharakan

GOOD FRIDAY 11am Inter-church procession of the Cross to Methodist Church, Brighton Rd.
GOOD FRIDAY 3pm Solemn Passion service with veneration of the Cross

SATURDAY VIGIL 8.30pm Easter Vigil Mass People of the parish NO SAT 6pm MASS

6.15am Sunrise Easter Service. Coulsdon Christians gather in St John’s School playground,
Bradmore Green, Old Coulsdon, Surrey, CR5 1ED . Followed by breakfast in the Scout Hut.

EASTER SUNDAY 9am Dr Peter Rodrigues RIP  EASTER SUNDAY 11am Intentions of PKM

Sacrament of Reconciliation - Confessions. Polish food blessing on Holy Saturday 4th April
Poles have a tradition of having Easter food
Monday 30th March - 10.30am after Mass. blessed. Fr Peter will be available in Church at
Wednesday 1st April - 7.30pm to 8pm 12.30pm on Saturday after Confessions for anyone

Holy Saturday 4th April - 12 to 12.30pm wishing to have the blessing of their food.




The new tabernacle is now complete. It has to be
blessed before it can be used. I will bless it at Mass
on Holy Thursday after Holy Communion. The
Blessed Sacrament will then be brought to the altar
of repose. The new tabernacle will be used from
after Holy Communion at the Easter Vigil onward.

Fo Vado

Liturgical blessing for a new tabernacle.

Lord and Father of all holiness,

from whom the true bread from heaven has come
down to us, bless us and the tabernacle we have
prepared for the sacrament of Christ’s body and
blood.

Through our adoration of your Son present in the
eucharist, lead us to a closer union with the mystery
of redemption.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen

Then, with hands outstretched over the
people, the priest blesses them by saying:

May the all-powerful and merciful God,

whose Son was the true and living temple on
earth, bless us and make us holy through Christ’s
death and resurrection, the mysteries we honour
as we adore him. Amen.

May Christ, who before the eyes of his disciples
ascended into heaven to prepare a place for us,
and who is present here, invisible in the
sacrament of the altar, to bring us the grace that
comes from his sacrifice alone, help you and
strengthen you always. Amen.

For all who come here to consider prayerfully
the work of their salvation, may our Lord present
in the eucharist be the inexhaustible fountain of
living water, leaping up to provide eternal life.
Amen.

AVAILABLE IN THE CHURCH SHOP.
EASTER CARDS 50P

Book & Jigsaw sale.

This Sunday (Palm Sunday) there will be a table-
top second-hand book and jigsaw sale in the hall
after the mass at 11. Please do bring along your old
books and jigsaws to donate. If popular we will
continue to hold this on the last Sunday of each
month. All funds raised will be donated to the
parish.

Wintershall Passion of Jesus, Good Friday 3rd
April, Trafalgar Square Free

Performances at 12pm and 3.15pm. A dramatic
presentation of the Passion of Jesus which should
not be missed. Get there early to get the best views
in Trafalgar Square. Come prepared to sit on the
ground in whatever the weather may be. You won't
regret witnessing this extraordinary event. For those
who cannot get to the Square it is also
livestreamed: https://www.wintershall.org.uk/
event/the-passion-of-jesus-2026/

The annual parish accounts summary, which
people received recently, does not break the
figures down into the weekly story. But it is
useful to do so and to look at the offertory and
Gift Aid income against the weekly cost of
running our parish. This is a more useful guide
for people when thinking about what they
contribute. Standing Orders do not automatically
rise with inflation. Please contact Jed at
coulsdongac@rcaos.org.uk if you need to increase
yours.

Based on the 2025 accounts, which people the
average weekly offertory income was £1,292;
average weekly Gift Aid return was £221;

So, total normal income was

£1,513 (Offertory + GA).

In 2025 it cost £1,773 per week to cover parish
expenditure.

Since around 2020 all fuel bills have rocketed and
continue to do so. Unlike domestic fuel bills
THERE IS NO CAP ON CHURCH FUEL
CHARGES as charities are treated the same as
business in that respect because they are not
considered to be like the domestic category.

Last week’s OFFERTORY INCOME.

Cash £506, Standing Orders £591,

Card reader £305.

Total income: £1,402 of which £803 (return £200) was
gift-aided

2nd Collection: Poor Parishes £562 Thank You
Please consider making a standing order for your

offertory contributions. Contact Jed the GA coordinator
to get the details. coulsdongac@rcaos.org.uk

You can pay offertory or make a
donation to the parish using this
QR code or by using the link on
the homepage of the parish
website. The first time you use it
you will be asked if you wish to
Gift-Aid.
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The Good Friday collection for the Holy Places
is used to maintain churches and shrines in the Holy
Land associated with the life of Jesus. It also helps
the work of the Church in the Holy Land by the re-
lief of poverty and suffering. Parishes, schools, or-
phanages and medical centres there rely very much
on assistance from the Collection, especially at this
difficult time for them.

Easter offerings.

The collection at the Easter Masses is the main
source of personal income for priests. This is the
system adopted in Catholic parishes throughout
England. Catholic priests do not receive a salary in
the way that ministers of other denominations do.
They are therefore dependent on the Christmas &
Easter offerings for personal income.

At the Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday morning
Masses the offertory basket collection, the card
reader, website ‘donate’and QR code. BACS for
Easter Sunday are designated as ‘Easter offerings’.

Parishioners’ main responsibility is to the priest of
their own parish, not the parish they may be visiting
at Easter. If you are going away you may wish to
put your contribution in an envelope and post it
through the Parish House letterbox or leave it in the
sacristy marked ‘Easter offering’. Any cheques
should be made payable to the parish bank account
‘RCAS Coulsdon’ for banking purposes. If you are
in the Gift Aid scheme, please use the relevant
envelope. The parish benefits from the GA not the
priest.

Gift Aid Envelopes

SOME of the new sets of Gift Aid Offertory
envelopes are now available for collection from the
table at the back of church. The boxes of envelopes
are for those who make their Offertory donation at
Mass in cash or by cheque.

The reason it is ‘some’ is because not all of them
have arrived. This is due to an administrative error
outside of our control. The missing boxes of
envelopes will be arriving later on.

The Chrism Mass. 11.15am

The Archbishop leads the Chrism Mass on
Wednesday of Holy Week at St George’s
Cathedral, Lambeth Road SE1 6HR, close to
Waterloo and Elephant & Castle stations.

The Holy Oils for the sacraments are blessed.
The priests of the Archdiocese concelebrate and
renew the promises they made at their ordination.
The priests from parishes love to have a
representative group of their parishioners present
when they do that, as they live out their priestly
commitment in their parishes.

Please come if you can. Fr @;

Social Club subscriptions now due.  If you are
a member of our Social Club or you wish to join,
please see Dave Murray in the hall after 11am
Mass. It is time for the annual subscriptions - £5 -
to be collected. If you come regularly in our bar you
should be a paid up member. Children are free.

Musical Pilgrimage on the Augustine Camino
June 8th-14th 2026

From Rochester Cathedral, we will walk about 10
miles a day through the beautiful Kent countryside
to Canterbury, then onto the shrine of St Augustine
in Ramsgate. Each evening, Eddie Gilmore will
perform a little concert in a pub en route. Contact
Eddie for more details: gileag@gmail.com
www.eddiegilmore.org

40 Days for Life Brixton Event:

Come and join us for the final event of our 40 Days
for Life Campaign that has been taking place in
Brixton this Lent. We will be joined by Fr. Toby
Lees OP, Director of Radio Maria, who will offer
some words on the importance of the 40 Days for
Life and the pro-life mission. A Mother Who
Chose Life will also share her testimony. There
will be refreshments served. Monday 30™ March
at 6:30pm. Venue: Our Lady of the Rosary Church
Hall, 364 Brixton Road, London, SW9 0TH.

For more details visit our website: https://
www.goodcounselnetwork.com

Or contact Jacinta on 07503 151419.

PURLEY FOOD HUB are always very grateful for our
donations. This month’s priorities are: Cartons of Long
Life Whole Milk « Jars of Peanut Butter * Jars of Meat
& Fish Paste « Boxes of 40 & 80 Tea Bags * Tins of
Plain Meat - Corned Beef, Ham Chicken ¢ Tinned
Vegetarian Meals such as Princes plant based range *
Packet Dried Potatoes * Tinned Dessert Fruit « Unisex
Shampoo ¢ Unisex Deodorant

WEST CROYDON REFUGEE CENTRE.
Croydon Refugee Centre are always grateful for
our donations. Current needs: warm clothing,
hats/gloves/scarves, especially winter coats and

waterproof shoes/trainers & umbrellas, good
quality shoes/trainers especially teenager’s size,
soap, shampoo, conditioner, women’s deodorant,
razors, washing up liquid, washing capsules,
j-cloths, small (500ml or less) used bottles which
can be filled with shampoo, bowls and spoons.
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Please pray for the sick and housebound

Mary Archer, Eileen Joyce, Mary Murray, Jim Mons, Norah Johnson, Ed & Mary Mulhearn Claire Longworth,
Brigid O’Donnell, Elizabeth Hubbard-Brown, Gill Lands, Eileen Mallows, Truda Hobbs, Terry Doman, Pat Kelly,
Marion McCluskey, Charlie Hooke, Allen Reilly, Sarah Bell, Juliette Hinds, Veronica Lydon, Sammy McCarroll,
Rosie Longworth, Trudy Kiely, John Cooksey, Geoff Wood, Margaret Long, Freda Blade, Christi Cox,

David Morling and all who are sick.

If you know of anyone who should be on our parish sick list or needs Holy Communion at home please let Fr

Peter know.

Today’s Mass reading:
First Gospel Matthew 21:1-11
for blessing of palms.

When Jesus and his disciples drew near to Jerusalem
and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then
Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into the
village in front of you, and immediately you will
find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them
and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to
you, you shall say, “The Lord needs them”, and he
will send them at once.” This took place to fulfil
what was spoken by the prophet, saying, ‘Say to the
daughter of Sion, “Behold, your king is coming to
you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, on a colt,
the foal of a beast of burden.”’

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed
them. They brought the donkey and the colt and put
on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. Most of
the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others
cut branches from the trees and spread them on the
road. And the crowds that went before him and that
followed him were shouting, ‘Hosanna to the Son of
David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” And when he entered
Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying,
‘Who is this?’ And the crowds said, ‘This is the
prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.’

First reading Isaiah 50:4-7

The Lord Gop has given me the tongue of those
who are taught, that [ may know how to sustain with
a word him who is weary. Morning by morning he
awakens; he awakens my ear to hear as those who
are taught. The Lord Gop has opened my ear, and I
was not rebellious; I turned not backwards. I gave
my back to those who strike, and my cheeks to those
who pull out the beard; I hid not my face from

disgrace and spitting. But the Lord Gobp helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have
set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be
put to shame.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 22(21):8-9. 17-18a. 19-20. 23-24. R2a

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?

All who see me deride me;

they curl their lips, they toss their heads:
‘He trusted in the LoRD, let him save him;
let him release him, for in him he delights.’

For dogs have surrounded me;

a band of the wicked besets me.

They tear holes in my hands and my feet;
I can count every one of my bones.

They divide my clothing among them,
they cast lots for my robe.

But you, O Lorb, do not stay afar off;
my strength, make haste to help me!

I will tell of your name to my kin,

and praise you in the midst of the assembly;
“You who fear the LORD, give him praise;
all descendants of Jacob, give him glory;
revere him, all you descendants of Israel.’

Second reading Philippians 2:6-11

Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did
not count equality with God a thing to be grasped,
but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant,
being born in the likeness of men. And being found
in human form, he humbled himself by becoming
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.
Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed
on him the name that is above every name, so that at
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven
and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father.

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew. 26:14-27:66




