
 

 

Year C                                           2nd Sunday of Christmas                            2 Jan 2022 

St Aidan’s Catholic Church  - Coulsdon 
Parish Priest:  Fr. Peter Mansfield     

Parish House:   1 Portnalls Road, Coulsdon, Surrey. CR5 3DD                            

Tel: 020 8660 2452          Email:  coulsdon@rcaos.org.uk    

Parish website:  www.st-aidans-parish.org.uk         

Church Hall enquiries:   staidanshallbookings@gmail.com     

Property maintenance, report issues:   staidanspremisesteam@gmail.com 

St. Aidan’s School:  01737556036 

Please pray for the sick and housebound.  
    
Teresa Trumper, James McGeever,  
Mary Reynolds, Juliette Hinds, 
Rachel Murindagomo, Allen Reilly,  
Anthony Grimshaw,  Sheila Phillips,  
Bernadette Blaquiere, Trudy Kiely, Mary Crehan,  
Claudette Lovell, Anne Walker,  John Cooksey, 
Sarah Bell,  Geoff Wood,  Joseph Darville,  
Sammy McCarroll  

We remember those who have died:     : 
Helen Kilkelly RIP  (mother of Michael Kilkelly) 
 
And all whose anniversaries occur at this time. 
 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory. 

 All Masses are streamed on the parish YouTube channel:    St Aidans Coulsdon   

 Sat Vigil   6pm        People of the par ish 

Sunday     9am        Gerry Mascarenhas RIP 

 Sunday   11am        Ann Lakes RIP 

Monday  10am        Elizabeth Kelleher         

Tuesday  NO MASS HERE           

* Vigil of Epiphany -  Wednesday 7.30pm  Monica O’Donnell RIP. 

* Epiphany  -  Thursday 10am    People of the par ish 

Friday 10am      Jim Roche RIP.        

Sat Vigil 6pm          Mary, Nellie and Jean Morgan  

          Sunday      9am       Alan Terry RIP, James McGuire RIP and Anthony Hope RIP.              

          Sunday   11am       Margaret Hoare RIP. 

The Bar is open after 11am Mass. 

 
Thursday is the feast of the  
Epiphany of our Lord.  
A HOLY DAY of OBLIGATION. 
 
Vigil Mass 7.30pm Wednesday, 
Morning Mass 10am Thursday. 
 
The obligation to go to Mass on Sundays and Holy 
Days is restored for those who have no reasonable 
excuse for not attending Mass. 
 
Apart from illness, the risk due Covid can be a 
valid excuse for not going to Mass. However, for 
people who are shopping, working and entering 
into other populated places there seems to be no 
good reason for not attending Church. 
 
 



 

 

Dear sisters & brothers, 
  
I would like to say ‘thank you’ to everyone who gave me cards and gifts for Christmas. St Aidan’s is a very 
generous and caring community and it is humbling that I experience this personally, not just at Christmas 
but throughout the year.  
 
A combined figure for Christmas and Easter offerings is published in the annual accounts which the 
treasurer makes available in the Spring. I would like to take this opportunity to thank the parish money 
counters who help throughout the year. 
  
My thanks to the many parishioners who gave of their time and worked hard to prepare the church and 
prepare the liturgies for Advent and Christmas. Thank you to Brenda and Muriel for the flower 
arrangements and decorations; to Christina McGrath and Mike Kelly who did the decorating of the 
Christmas tree this year; to Denis and Sue for erecting the crib; Bernadette for the scroll with the names of 
those who joined us ‘on stream’ and Mel who keeps the sacristies and sanctuary clean. 
  
I thank our readers and ministers of Communion for all they have done throughout the year and over 
Christmas. A few servers have returned to serving regularly, we are grateful to them and look forward to 
the full serving routine being restored, hopefully in 2022. 
 
The ‘Readings & Carols Service’ is still available on our YouTube channel. Thanks to our choir, the 
Wilding family and our readers who made the original recording. The music in church was excellent over 
Christmas and it is so good to have singers and musicians leading us with live music again especially at the 
9am and 11am Sunday Masses. 
  
For a second year we have had the help of stewards and cleaners. Without this group we would not have 
managed.  They have done a fantastic job during the year and the extra work they took on for Christmas is 
greatly appreciated. I am pleased to say that everything ran very smoothly over Christmas eve, Christmas 
day and Sunday. In addition to the stewards I would like to thank Leonie for all the work she did with the 
pre-booking system for Christmas Masses. There was a waiting list for the Vigil Mass but in the end 
everyone who wanted to be at a Christmas Mass was accommodated at one of the other Masses. 
 
A special word of thanks to Liz Moore and Mary Archer for their work in the sacristy. Their dedication in 
preparing the altar for every liturgical occasion throughout the year is beyond what could reasonably be 
expected of volunteers. 
  
There is a huge number of people who give of their time and talents to our parish. I cannot mention them 
all on this occasion. Ultimately, it is the Lord we serve and it is only He who sees all that you do and 
rewards you. 
  

With my thanks, prayers and every blessing for 2022. 

Manna Centre.   Thank you for  all your  generous donations to the Manna Centre dur ing Advent.. 
The cash collection amounted to: £678 plus a donation of £500. Total  £1,178. That is amazing, thank you ! 
 
Purley Food Hub.        Firstly, thank you to Penne for  deliver ing the goods to the collection point for  
such a long time and to all of you for your long-term generosity to the Purley Food Hub. Penne is not cur-
rently able to help in this way. 
 
We need a new volunteer to deliver the goods regularly to Purley. Please could you contact Rosa Shea or  
Fr Peter if you are willing to carry out this task. 

Southwark diocesan 2022 directories are available @ £4 each.  
Ask Fr Peter for a copy if you would like one. 
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The Journey of the Magi  -  by T. S. Eliot. 
 
“A cold coming we had of it, 
Just the worst time of the year 
For a journey, and such a long journey: 
The ways deep and the weather sharp, 
The very dead of winter.” 
And the camels galled, sore-footed, refractory, 
Lying down in the melting snow. 
There were times we regretted 
The summer palaces on slopes, the terraces, 
And the silken girls bringing sherbet. 
Then the camel men cursing and grumbling 
And running away, and wanting their liquor and women, 
And the night-fires going out, and the lack of shelters, 
And the cities hostile and the towns unfriendly 
And the villages dirty and charging high prices: 
A hard time we had of it. 
At the end we preferred to travel all night, 
Sleeping in snatches, 
With the voices singing in our ears, saying 
That this was all folly. 
 
Then at dawn we came down to a temperate valley, 
Wet, below the snow line, smelling of vegetation; 
With a running stream and a water-mill beating the darkness, 
And three trees on the low sky, 
And an old white horse galloped away in the meadow. 
Then we came to a tavern with vine-leaves over the lintel, 
Six hands at an open door dicing for pieces of silver, 
And feet kicking the empty wine-skins. 
But there was no information, and so we continued 
And arriving at evening, not a moment too soon 
Finding the place; it was (you may say) satisfactory. 
 
All this was a long time ago, I remember, 
And I would do it again, but set down 
This set down 
This: were we led all that way for 
Birth or Death? There was a birth, certainly, 
We had evidence and no doubt. I had seen birth and death, 
But had thought they were different; this Birth was 
Hard and bitter agony for us, like Death, our death. 
We returned to our places, these Kingdoms, 
But no longer at ease here, in the old dispensation, 
With an alien people clutching their gods. 
I should be glad of another death. 

https://www.oed.com/view/Entry/161047#eid26153585


 

 

SUNDAY READINGS. 
 

Ecclesiasticus 24:1-2,8-12 
 
Wisdom speaks her own praises, 

in the midst of her people she glories in herself. 
She opens her mouth in the assembly of the Most 
High, she glories in herself in the presence of the 
Mighty One; 
‘Then the creator of all things instructed me, and he 
who created me fixed a place for my tent. 
He said, “Pitch your tent in Jacob, 
make Israel your inheritance.” 
From eternity, in the beginning, he created me, 
and for eternity I shall remain. 
I ministered before him in the holy tabernacle, 
and thus was I established on Zion. 
In the beloved city he has given me rest, 
and in Jerusalem I wield my authority. 
I have taken root in a privileged people, 
in the Lord’s property, in his inheritance.’ 

 
 

Responsorial Psalm           147:12-15,19-20 
 
The Word was made flesh, and lived among us. 
 
O praise the Lord, Jerusalem! 

Zion, praise your God! 
He has strengthened the bars of your gates 

he has blessed the children within you. 
 
He established peace on your borders, 

he feeds you with finest wheat. 
He sends out his word to the earth 

and swiftly runs his command. 
 
He makes his word known to Jacob, 

to Israel his laws and decrees. 
He has not dealt thus with other nations; 

he has not taught them his decrees. 
 

Ephesians 1:3-6,15-18 
 
Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us with all the spiritual blessings of heaven in 
Christ. 
Before the world was made, he chose us, chose us in Christ, 
to be holy and spotless, and to live through love in 
his presence, determining that we should become his 

 
 
 
adopted sons, through Jesus Christ for his own kind 
purposes, to make us praise the glory of his grace, 
his free gift to us in the Beloved. 
That will explain why I, having once heard about your faith in 
the Lord Jesus, and the love that you show towards all the 
saints, have never failed to remember you in my prayers and to 
thank God for you. May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of glory, give you a spirit of wisdom and perception of 
what is revealed, to bring you to full knowledge of him. May he 
enlighten the eyes of your mind so that you can see what hope 
his call holds for you, what rich glories he has promised the 
saints will inherit. 
 

 
Gospel                       John 1:1-5,9-14 
 
In the beginning was the Word: 
and the Word was with God and the Word was God. 
He was with God in the beginning. 
Through him all things came to be, not one thing had its being 

but through him. 
All that came to be had life in him 
and that life was the light of men, 
a light that shines in the dark, 
a light that darkness could not overpower. 
The Word was the true light 
that enlightens all men; 
and he was coming into the world. 
He was in the world that had its being through him, 
and the world did not know him. 
He came to his own domain 
and his own people did not accept him. 
But to all who did accept him 
he gave power to become children of God, 
to all who believe in the name of him 
who was born not out of human stock 
or urge of the flesh 
or will of man 
but of God himself. 
The Word was made flesh, 
he lived among us, 
and we saw his glory, 
the glory that is his as the only Son of the Father, 
full of grace and truth. 

Flight 2022 Instructions.  
 
Good morning and welcome to Flight 2022. 
  
We are prepared to take off into the New Year.  
Please make sure your Positive Attitude and Gratitude are secured and locked in the upright position.  
All self-destruct devices: pity, anger, selfishness, pride, and resentment should be turned off at this time.  
All negativity and discouragement should be put away.  
Should you lose your Positive Attitude under pressure during this flight, reach up and pull down a prayer. 
Prayers will automatically be activated by Faith.  
Once your Faith is activated, you can assist other passengers who are of little faith.  
There will be NO BAGGAGE allowed on this flight.  
 
God, our Captain, has cleared us for take-off. Destination - GREATNESS!  
Wishing you a New Year filled with new HOPE, new JOY, and new BEGINNINGS!  
Stay Blessed! And welcome in 2022.  


