
 

 

Year C                                      4th Sunday of Advent                   19th December 2021 

St Aidan’s Catholic Church  - Coulsdon 
Parish Priest:  Fr. Peter Mansfield     

Parish House:   1 Portnalls Road, Coulsdon, Surrey. CR5 3DD                                                       

Tel: 020 8660 2452          Email:  coulsdon@rcaos.org.uk    

Parish website:  www.st-aidans-parish.org.uk         

Church Hall enquiries:   staidanshallbookings@gmail.com     

Property maintenance, report issues:   

staidanspremisesteam@gmail.com 

Please pray for the sick and 
housebound.  
    
James McGeever, Mary Reynolds, 
Juliette Hinds, 
Rachel Murindagomo,  
Allen Reilly, Anthony Grimshaw,  
Sheila Phillips, Bernadette 
Blaquiere, Trudy Kiely,  
Mary Crehan, Claudette Lovell, 
Anne Walker,  John Cooksey, 
Sarah Bell,  Geoff Wood,   
Joseph Darville, Sammy McCarroll  
 
And all who are sick. 

 All Masses are streamed on the parish YouTube channel:    St Aidans Coulsdon   

 Sat Vigil   6pm         Leon Ireland RIP 

Sunday     9am         People of the par ish 

 Sunday   11am         Joyce family, deceased members. 

Monday  10am         Intentions of Dennis Kelleher     

Tuesday  NO MASS HERE          Canon Francis Roe RIP 

Wednesday  6.30pm  Mario Almeida RIP 

Thursday 10am          Derek Devine RIP and Welfare of Rhona Devine 

            Sunday      9am          Kathleen Nockles RIP         11am       People of the Par ish 

Life Breakfast after 9am Mass. 
The Bar is open after 11am Mass. 

CHRISTMAS MASS BOOKINGS: 
 
Bookings for our Christmas Masses opened last week. The 6pm Christmas 
Eve Mass is now fully booked and has a long waiting list which is now 
closed. A few places remain at the 11.30pm Christmas Eve Mass and there 
is still plenty of space at the 9am and 11am Masses on Christmas Day.  
 
If you wish to book, please do so preferably by email giving the names of 
all who wish to attend:   leonie@thewildings.eclipse.co.uk  
Alternatively, you can phone on: 07910 059141. If you cannot do either of 
those there are some paper forms at the back of church. 

Christmas Eve.  6 pm   Private intention (PKM)         11.30pm   People of the Parish              

 Christmas Day    9am  Colin Hadley RIP                      11 am    Martin Regan RIP 

Sacrament of Reconciliation - Confessions, between now and Christmas. 
Monday 20th December - after 10am Mass.  Wednesday 22nd Dec after 6.30pm Mass 
Thursday 23rd December - after10am Mass. 

MANNA SOCIETY  ……..    
OUR ANNUAL FOOD & CLOTHING COLLECTION continues until 
the end of this month.   Thank you. 



 

 

ADVENT WREATH       18th 19th December 2021. 
The people that walked in darkness has seen a great light 
Our overall theme for Advent this year is taken from the first reading of Christmas Midnight 
Mass. It reminds us that the light of Christ comes to us, not only as individuals, but as ‘a people’ 
– as a parish and as a global community.   
 
Week 4: Blessed is she who believed 
The Gospel this week is the Visitation. We add to the lectern fall a representation of Mary and 
Elizabeth greeting one another.   Elizabeth proclaims, ‘Yes, blessed is she who believed that the 
promise made her by the Lord would be fulfilled.’ In faith and trust Mary carried Christ within her body and brought 
him into the world. Inspired by the example of Mary, we ask that we may be made ready to carry the light of God 
within us, and to accept what God gives us and asks of us. 

 
As we begin Mass on this fourth week of Advent, do take a card from the benches so that 
you can join in with the prayer as the fourth Advent candle is lit. Please take your card home 
to use it as a focus of reflection during the following days. For those of you joining us 
online, here is this week’s prayer: 
 
Reader and people:            
In this fourth week of Advent, by the brightness of four candles we pray that we may 
be ready to carry the light of God within us. 
Lord, King of our hearts, fill us with joy as we accept the gifts you offer and open 
ourselves to serve you with devotion. 

Christmas Offerings - collection. 
 
The Archbishop has decided that the 
collections on Christmas Eve , Christmas 
Day and the Sunday will be designated as 
Christmas Offerings. So, you are asked to 
give only to one collection over that 
weekend. The standing orders that are 
proportionally applied to that weekend 
will count as Christmas offerings as will 
any ‘just giving’ donations online. 
Christmas offerings can be put through the 
letterbox of the Parish House at anytime. 
 
The Christmas collection is the main 
source of personal income for Parish 
Priests. This is the system adopted in 
Catholic parishes throughout England.  
Catholic priests do not receive a salary in 
the way that ministers of other 
denominations do. 
 
Any cheques should be made payable to  
‘St. Aidan’s Church’  for banking 
purposes. If you are in the Gift Aid 
scheme, please use the relevant envelope 
as the parish will benefit from the tax 
returned.    

SERVICE OF READINGS AND CAROLS:       
Once again our own Service of Readings and Carols will be available on the St Aidan's YouTube channel 
from Christmas Eve. Tune in any time from 2pm onwards on 24 December for the service which lasts 20 
minutes. 
A fitting lead-in to our Christmas Masses, it includes a variety of reflections and scripture readings inter-
spersed with some favourite carols all recorded by our own choirs and readers and illustrated by some in-
spirational spiritual art. The recording will remain there over the Christmas period.  

Names of those at home will be remembered in church at 
Christmas. 
As Covid restrictions continue, we are aware that there are a 
number of parishioners who are unable or not yet ready to attend 
the Christmas masses scheduled for 24th and 25th December, or 
who may not have been able to secure a reserved seat for one of 
the masses. If this applies to you, we hope that you will be able to 
join in one or more of the liturgies as they all continue to be 
streamed online. As it was greatly appreciated last year we intend 
to again prepare a scroll featuring the names of those to whom this 
applies who wish to be remembered in the Christmas Masses in a 
special way. If you would like your name to be entered on the 
scroll (the names will not be visible) please email Bernadette 
Hallett on: bdettecooper@hotmail.com           or put your name in 
the box which will be available in the porch over the weekend of 
18th and 19th for this purpose.  



 

 

Dear sisters and brothers, 
 
Like all of you I had been looking forward to a Christmas that, although far from perfect, would be much 
better and more manageable than last year, both at church and with family and friends. Having hoped for 
the best it became clearer in the past week that we have to accept the reality of a very difficult Covid 
situation coinciding with Christmas. There is no doubt that those of us with three vaccinations are in a 
better place than others, even if the booster is no guarantee that we will not be ill at home, to varying 
degrees. With the ‘R’ number rising quickly it will be difficult for anyone not isolating to avoid a 
significant degree of risk. It is not wise to attend gatherings involving large numbers if you have not had 
the booster. Sadly, that includes church over Christmas and for a while longer. Those with the booster 
need to reflect carefully on what is a the responsible approach for their particular circumstances. 
 
I am proud to tell you that as I write this letter, I have just received a text announcing that we have hit the 
60,000th vaccination in our parish hall tonight 17th December 2021, in partnership with Valley Pharmacy. 
I thank God for the opportunity we have been given to serve the wider community in this crucial way at 
this time. 
 
Thank you to those on the liturgy committee for preparing the reflections connected with the symbols on 
the lectern fall and the prayers for the lighting of the Advent candles. Thanks also to Bridget Hanlon for 
making some new advent symbols for the fall. 
 

Last Sunday’s readings reminded us that it is  first and foremost God who waits 

for the appointed moment to come to us. It is He who rejoices as he draws ever 

closer to visiting us. His is the joy that we share in. That is why the joy of Christmas 

can never be cancelled or postponed. That joy is what the angel proclaimed to the 

shepherds in the  Bethlehem field “I bring you news of great joy, a joy to be shared 

by the whole people ” Lk  2:10.  May we truly experience the  joy of  God coming 

among us as a brother. May we  each play our part in the mission of sharing the 

good news that we have received ‘for the whole people’. 

SUNDAY READINGS. 
 

First Reading   Micah 5:1-4 
 
The Lord says this: But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, the 
least of the clans of Judah, out of you will be born for me 
the one who is to rule over Israel; his origin goes back to 
the distant past, 
to the days of old. The Lord is therefore going to abandon 
them till the time when she who is to give birth gives 
birth. Then the remnant of his brothers will come back to 
the sons of Israel. He will stand and feed his flock with 
the power of the Lord, with the majesty of the name of 
his God. They will live secure, for from then on he will 
extend his power to the ends of the land. He himself will 
be peace. 
 
 
Psalm 79(80):2-3,15-16,18-19 
 
God of hosts, bring us back;  
let your face shine on us and we shall be saved. 
 
Due to lack of space here, the verses are printed on the 
bottom of P 4. 
 
 
 
 

Second Reading   Hebrews 10:5-10 
This is what Christ said, on coming into the world:  
You who wanted no sacrifice or oblation, 
prepared a body for me. You took no pleasure in 
holocausts or sacrifices for sin; then I said, just as I was 
commanded in the scroll of the book,‘God, here I am! I 
am coming to obey your will.’ Notice that he says 
first: You did not want what the Law lays down as the 
things to be offered, that is: the sacrifices, the oblations, 
the holocausts and the sacrifices for sin, and you took no 
pleasure in them; and then he says: Here I am! I am 
coming to obey your will. He is abolishing the first sort to 
replace it with the second. And this will was for us to be 
made holy by the offering of his body made once and for 
all by Jesus Christ. 
 
Gospel    Luke 1:39-45 
Mary set out and went as quickly as she could to a town 
in the hill country of Judah. She went into Zechariah’s 
house and greeted Elizabeth. Now as soon as Elizabeth 
heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb and 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. She gave a loud 
cry and said, ‘Of all women you are the most blessed, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb. Why should I be 
honoured with a visit from the mother of my Lord? For 
the moment your greeting reached my ears, the child in 
my womb leapt for joy. Yes, blessed is she who believed 
that the promise made her by the Lord would be 
fulfilled.’ 



 

 

Vulnerability at Christmas. 
 
Homily given by Cardinal Vincent Nichols at the Westminster Cathedral carol  
service a few days ago on 15th December 2021 . 
 
The prevailing mood of the world at this moment can be summed up, I think, in one word: 
vulnerability. Making plans seems unwise; trying to predict what might lie next in store for us 
with this virus is something of a fool’s errand. 
 
This vulnerability marks our lives in these times. It can make us anxious. Clearly, the pandemic, 
and our responses to it, have affected much more than physical health alone. Vulnerability can take many forms. 
 
A vivid memory comes to mind. Some time ago now I visited a family of refugees in Erbil, in Iraq. They had fled 
their home in a matter of hours, bringing only what they could carry. It was a converted shipping container. 
Outwardly, their circumstances were insecure, desperate even. Yet through it all, there was a serenity, a generous 
welcome, and a desire to make the most of the little they had. They were determined that uncertainty about the future 
need not define them. Vulnerability, then, had not overwhelmed them. 
 
For that family, and some of their companions, an unwavering commitment to their faith – in this case their Christian 
faith – was an enormous strength. I could see this in the honoured place that the crucifix and images of the saints had 
in their humble home. It was so clear that, for them, the pathways of vulnerability led them more closely along the 
pathway of faith, walking in solidarity with the experience of the Holy Family. Their faith was a wellspring from 
which their serenity and their generosity flowed. I left that humble dwelling deeply moved and, in fact, inspired. 
 
So I reflect on this: for us, at this Christmas time, when we are all feeling vulnerable, we have an opportunity to 
appreciate afresh the circumstances of the first Christmas. We all know the story: of the requirement of the governing 
power for its citizens to comply with its edicts, – in that case of registration in the town of birth – the difficult 
journey, the impossibility of finding accommodation, the harsh temperatures of the winter. We don’t always like to 
think of that. Sometimes, in our mind’s eye, the animals are cuddly rather than smelly; the bedding in the manger is 
soft hay, not scratchy straw. Sometimes we gloss over the harder aspects of the Christmas story. Yet in this year, 
more than ever, they can offer us consolation. 
 
Here we remember that God has chosen the birthplace of the ‘great little one’ to be the vulnerability of the manger. 
He enters in weakness. The angels’ triumphant song, ‘Glory to God in the highest’, was sung in full knowledge of the 
circumstances which gave rise to it. That glory is not dimmed because of the straightened situation of the stable in 
Bethlehem. No – that glory was there, and is there, for the eyes of faith to discern. Here, then, we learn that our own 
uncertainties, anxieties and miseries are themselves not barriers that shut out the light and love of God from our lives. 
Rather, as we assert so often in our Christmas proclamations, this is a light that shines into our darkness. 
 
In the Incarnation, we see the brightness of eternity touching our world and our humanity in all its dispositions and 
situations: sinful and faithful, secure and fragile. That is more than reason enough for the angels’ song to resonate 
with us this year, as every year. As Pope St Leo the Great wrote, ‘It isn’t right to allow sadness any room when Life 
is born, taking away the fear of death and, with eternity promised us, filling us with joy.’ 
 
It is so right, then, that we express this joy in the comforting rituals of Christmas. It is such a pleasure to be able to 
sing again the well-loved carols, to hear the familiar readings, perhaps to cast our minds back to years gone by, 
remembering the company of family and friends who have gone before us. But if the situation of the world this year 
is to teach us anything tonight, it may be this: that the passing insecurities of the world do not limit the love that the 
Christ-child, the Word made flesh, has for us. His determination to save us is total; his promise of eternal life is real. 
He reaches out in love to the world, and to us, just as we are, with all our sins and doubts and contradictions. 
 
At Christmas, we are assured again that heaven has come to dwell on earth, and God in Man; a reality that is utterly 
secure, giving a joy that no sin, no vulnerability, no pandemic, can dislodge. Today, then, we look forward to 
Christmas, and set our course towards a new year, with joy in our hearts, a joy that is sure and eternal. 

Psalm for today. 79 / 80. 
 
1 O shepherd of Israel, hear us,  
shine forth from your cherubim throne.  
O Lord, rouse up your might,  
O Lord, come to our help. 
 
2 God of hosts, turn again, we implore,  
look down from heaven and see.  

Visit this vine and protect it,  
the vine your right hand has planted. 
 
3 May your hand be on the man you have chosen,  
the man you have given your strength.  
And we shall never forsake you again;  
give us life that we may call upon your name. 


