
 

 

Year C                                  Gaudete  Sunday - 3rd of Advent         12th December 2021 

St Aidan’s Catholic Church  - Coulsdon 
Parish Priest:  Fr. Peter Mansfield     

Parish House:   1 Portnalls Road, Coulsdon, Surrey. CR5 3DD                                                       

Tel: 020 8660 2452          Email:  coulsdon@rcaos.org.uk    

Parish website:  www.st-aidans-parish.org.uk         

Church Hall enquiries:   staidanshallbookings@gmail.com     

Property maintenance, report issues:   

staidanspremisesteam@gmail.com 

Please pray for the sick and 
housebound.     
James McGeever, Mary Reynolds,  
Rachel Murindagomo,  
Allen Reilly, Anthony Grimshaw,  
Sheila Phillips, Bernadette Blaquiere, 
Trudy Kiely, Mary Crehan,  
Claudette Lovell, Anne Walker,   
John Cooksey, Sarah Bell,  
Geoff Wood,  Joseph Darville, 
Sammy McCarroll  
And all who are sick. 

 All Masses are streamed on the parish YouTube channel:    St Aidans Coulsdon   

 Sat Vigil   6pm         68th Wedding Anniversary of Jack and Eileen Darville      

Sunday     9am         People of the par ish   

 Sunday   11am         Darren Barker  RIP 

Monday  10am         Bridget Haran’s Intentions                            St Lucy 

Tuesday  NO MASS HERE       Canon Brendan McCar thy RIP          St John of the Cross 

Wednesday  6.30pm  Christopher  Palmer  RIP 

Thursday 10am          Christopher Palmer RIP 

Friday 10am           Funeral Mass  Josie Davitt RIP  -  open to parishioners. 

 

             FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 Sat Vigil    6pm       Leon Ireland RIP 

 Sunday      9am       People of the parish       11am   Joyce family, deceased members. 

Life Breakfast after 9am Mass. 
The Bar is open after 11am Mass. 

TODAY 2nd Collection. 
This weekend we will have a cash second collection for the Manna society’s work with the homeless. 
The MANNA SOCIETY is a Catholic charity serving the homeless in South London. 

CHRISTMAS MASS BOOKINGS: 
Apologies for the error in the tel number in last week’s newsletter. 

Bookings for our Christmas Masses opened last week. The 6pm Christmas 
Eve Mass is now fully booked and has a long waiting list which is now 
closed. A few places remain at the 11.30pm Christmas Eve Mass and there 
is still plenty of space at the 9am and 11am Masses on Christmas Day.  
 
If you wish to book, please do so preferably by email giving the names 
of all who wish to attend:  leonie@thewildings.eclipse.co.uk  
Alternatively, you can phone on: 07910 059141. If you cannot do either 
of those there are some paper forms at the back of church. 

 

Confession times before Christmas given on P2 of this newsletter 



 

 

The people that walked in darkness has seen a great light 
Our overall theme for Advent this year is taken from the first reading of Christmas Midnight Mass. It 
reminds us that the light of Christ comes to us, not only as individuals, but as ‘a people’ – as a parish and 
as a global community.   
 
Week 3: The Lord is very near. 
This week the symbol we add to the lectern fall is an hourglass with the sand running low.  
The Gospel tells us that at the time John the Baptist was preaching, ‘A feeling of 
expectancy had grown among the people.’ For us, Christmas is fast approaching and in 
amongst our practical preparations we need to make time to prepare ourselves spiritually. 
The Lord is near in space as well as time: as the first reading says, ‘The Lord your God is 
in your midst.’ We ask God to make us ready to see the light of God in one another and to 
show God’s light to one another in our community. 
 
ADVENT WREATH       11th/12th December 2021 
Once more this weekend, you will find cards featuring the prayer that will be said as this week’s candle on 
the Advent wreath is lit.  Please take a card so that you can join in with the prayer.  You may well also then 
wish to take your card home to use it as a focus of reflection during the following days.  You will notice 
that the prayer highlights some key aspects of the liturgy of the Word, and on the symbol added to the 
Jesse tree on the lectern fall for this, the second Sunday of Advent. 
For those of you joining us online, here is this week’s prayer:  
 
Reader and people:            
In this third week of Advent, we light the third candle as we pray that we may be ready to 
see the light of God in one another. 
Lord of our life, guard our hearts and thoughts and grant us your gifts of tolerance and 
understanding, so that we may allow your light to shine within us at all times, and show 
that you are near. 

The MANNA SOCIETY is a Catholic charity 
serving the homeless in South London. 
This weekend we will have a cash second 
collection for the Manna society’s work with the 
homeless. 
 
MANNA SOCIETY  ……..    
OUR ANNUAL FOOD & CLOTHING COLLECTION. 
During the month of December. 
Donations of tinned toms, tinned veg, tinned 
meat for soup, pasta sauces. Toilet rolls, kitchen 
rolls, toiletries. Socks, new underwear, good 
quality jeans and trainers, disposable razors. 
Many thanks for your ongoing and long-term 
generosity to the MANNA SOCIETY. 
 
Read more about the work of the Manna 
Society on their website, click: 

mannasociety.org.uk 

 
During the Manna appeal we will suspend the 
Purley Food Hub collection of food items. 
Purley Hub will be receiving good local support 
pre-Christmas and will be pleased to have our 
contributions again from January. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation - 
Confessions,   
between now and Christmas. 
 
Wednesday 15th December - after  
6.30pm Mass. 
 
Thursday 16th December - after  
10am Mass 
 
Saturday 18th December 12 noon and  
after 6pm evening Mass. 
 
Monday 20th December - after 10am 
Mass. 
 
Thursday 23rd December - after10am 
Mass. 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Christmas Masses are by pre-booking 
only:   
 
24th Dec. 6pm and 11.30pm;   
25 Dec. 9am and 11am. 

https://www.mannasociety.org.uk/


 

 

Every blessing to the young people in our parish who 
were confirmed by Bishop Paul on Friday. They are: 
 
Elizabeth Thurbon, Annabel Masters, John Chappell,  
Alexander Ward, Josephine (Josie) Smith,  
Millie Blackburne, Thomas Brennan, Niamh Brennan, 
Wisdom Kpodar, Gianna Carroll, Olivia Nembhard,  
Emilia Zucchelli, Adam O’Callaghan, Anastasia Ferraro,  
Saskia Ferraro, Molly Swain, Anna Mooney,  
Goopiss Antanyjeyarathnam,  
Goopek  Antanyjeyarathnam 
Annabelle Costello, Elena Falzon, Calum McAnulty 

Names of those at home will be 
remembered in church at Christmas. 
As Covid restrictions continue, we are 
aware that there are a number of 
parishioners who are unable or not yet 
ready to attend the Christmas masses 
scheduled for 24th and 25th December, or 
who may not have been able to secure a 
reserved seat for one of the masses. If this 
applies to you, we hope that you will be 
able to join in one or more of the liturgies 
as they all continue to be streamed online. 
As it was greatly appreciated last year we 
intend to again prepare a scroll featuring 
the names of those to whom this applies 
who wish to be remembered in the 
Christmas Masses in a special way. If you 
would like your name to be entered on the 
scroll (the names will not be on visible) 
please email Bernadette Hallett on: 
bdettecooper@hotmail.com           or  
put your name in the box which will be 
available in the porch over the weekend 
of 18th and 19th for this purpose.  

SUNDAY READINGS. 
 

First Reading  Zephaniah 3:14-18 
Shout for joy, daughter of Zion, Israel, shout aloud! 
Rejoice, exult with all your heart, daughter of 
Jerusalem! The Lord has repealed your sentence; he 
has driven your enemies away. The Lord, the king of 
Israel, is in your midst; you have no more evil to 
fear. When that day comes, word will come to 
Jerusalem: Zion, have no fear, do not let your hands 
fall limp. The Lord your God is in your midst, a 
victorious warrior. He will exult with joy over you, 
he will renew you by his love; he will dance with 
shouts of joy for you as on a day of festival. 
 
Psalm Isaiah 12 
Sing and shout for joy  
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 
 
Truly, God is my salvation, I trust, I shall not fear. 
For the Lord is my strength, my song,  
he became my saviour.  
With joy you will draw water from the wells of 
salvation. 
 
Give thanks to the Lord, give praise to his name! 
Make his mighty deeds known to the peoples! 
Declare the greatness of his name. 
 
Sing a psalm to the Lord  
for he has done glorious deeds;  
make them known to all the earth! 
People of Zion, sing and shout for joy,  
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 
 

Second Reading  Philippians 4:4-7 
I want you to be happy, always happy in the Lord; I 
repeat, what I want is your happiness. Let your 
tolerance be evident to everyone: the Lord is very 
near. There is no need to worry; but if there is 
anything you need, pray for it, asking God for it with 
prayer and thanksgiving, and that peace of God, 
which is so much greater than we can understand, 
will guard your hearts and your thoughts, in Christ 
Jesus. 
 
Gospel      Luke 3:10-18 
When all the people asked John, ‘What must we 
do?’ he answered, ‘If anyone has two tunics he must 
share with the man who has none, and the one with 
something to eat must do the same.’ There were tax 
collectors too who came for baptism, and these said 
to him, ‘Master, what must we do?’ He said to them, 
‘Exact no more than your rate.’ Some soldiers asked 
him in their turn, ‘What about us? What must we 
do?’ He said to them, ‘No intimidation! No 
extortion! Be content with your pay!’ A feeling of 
expectancy had grown among the people, who were 
beginning to think that John might be the Christ, so 
John declared before them all, ‘I baptise you with 
water, but someone is coming, someone who is more 
powerful than I am, and I am not fit to undo the strap 
of his sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is in his hand to 
clear his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into 
his barn; but the chaff he will burn in a fire that will 
never go out.’ As well as this, there were many other 
things he said to exhort the people and to announce 
the Good News to them. 

PARTY  
HUMOUR 


