
 

 

Parish Priest:  Fr. Peter Mansfield     

Parish House:   1 Portnalls Road, Coulsdon, Surrey       CR5 3DD                                                       

Tel: 020 8660 2452          Email:  coulsdon@rcaos.org.uk    

Parish website:  www.st-aidans-parish.org.uk;  YouTube channel: St Aidans Coulsdon     

Parish YouTube channel:  St Aidans Coulsdon 

Church Hall enquiries:   staidanshallbookings@gmail.com     

Property maintenance, report issues:   staidanspremisesteam@gmail.com   

St. Aidan’s School:  01737556036 

Year B.                                            5th Sunday of Easter                          2nd May 2021 

St Aidan’s Catholic Church  - Coulsdon 

Please pray for the sick and housebound:   
 
Sheila Phillips, Barbara & Geoff Wood,  Stewart Hunt, 
Maria Garcia-Barham, Mary Crehan, Claudette Lovell,  
Anne Walker, Josie Davitt, Mary Reynolds, Bernadette 
Blaquiere, Trudy Kiely, James Tomlin, John Cooksey,  
Sarah Bell,  Joseph Darville, Sammy McCarroll.  

2nd collections are currently taken in the cardboard boxes on the benches. 
 
This weekend - second collection. Upkeep and maintenance of our  diocesan Cathedral, St George’s, 
Southwark. 

We remember all who have died recently 
especially: 

Dorinda Farina RIP. 
Martin Leonard RIP. 

 
May the Risen Lord call them to his side  

in eternal glory. 

 All Masses are streamed on the parish YouTube channel:    St Aidans Coulsdon   

          Sat Vigil   6pm            John Archer  RIP                               Readings for this Sunday are on P5  

Sunday     9am            Hannah Cook RIP                    

Sunday   11am            People of the Par ish 

Monday 10am             Mar tin Rodr igues RIP    Saints Philip & James - Apostles  

Tuesday 10am             Sarah Annie Coogan      The English Martyrs  

Wednesday                  NO MASS IN CHURCH                        

          Thursday 10am         Zia Gomes RIP       

Friday   10am              Pauline Gray RIP  

      Next Weekend:           6th Sunday of Easter                                                           

Sat Vigil    6pm           Sr  Michael RIP   

Sunday      9am         Julia Kennedy RIP   11am    People of the Par ish  

Please note that 
because Tuesday is 
the feast day of the 
English Martyrs 
there will be Mass 
at 10am.   
No Mass in Church 
on Wednesday of 
this week. 

OFFERTORY INCOME …. latest figures.                         
Average weekly offertory income: Cash £322 ; Standing Orders £500;   
Total weekly average income:  £ 822   of which £594 was gift aided.    Thank you. 

.                                                      
It costs around £1,000 per week to run St Aidan’s parish.   
 
Please consider making a standing order for your offertory contributions.  Contact our treasurer  
Peter McFall to get the details coulsdontreasurer@rcaos.org.uk   or leave a note for him with Fr Peter. 



 

 

Dear sisters and brothers, 
 
The feast day of the English Martyrs is 
celebrated on 4th May, Tuesday of this week. 
There  will be  Mass at 10am. 
 
The martyrs came from every walk of life. There were 
rich and poor; married and single; men and women. They 
are remembered for the example they gave of constancy 
in their faith and courage in the face of persecution.  

 
The persecution began on 4 May 1535, when at Tyburn 
in London, there died three Carthusian monks, the first of 
many martyrs of the English Reformation. Of these 
martyrs, forty-two have been canonized, and a further 
242 have been declared Blessed; but the true number of 
those who died on the scaffold, perished in prison, or 
were tortured or persecuted for their faith cannot now be 
reckoned. The persecution lasted a hundred and fifty 
years and left a permanent mark on English culture. 

 
*********************** 

‘It’s Mary’s month’. 
The month of May in Catholic 
tradition is dedicated to Mary, Mother 
of Christ and Mother of us all. 
Devotion to Mary is an important part 
of our spiritual lives as Catholics. 
Praying to Mary is of course not the 
same as offering prayer to God. When 
we pray to Mary we are not 
worshipping her, we are asking her 
help as a loving Mother in the 
Christian family. 
 
During May there will be Rosary and 
Benediction on Thursdays at 7.30pm. 
This will be streamed only, the church 
will not be open. 

 
********************** 

Day of Prayer for ‘Survivors of Abuse’.     Pope 
Francis has supported the initiative that the 
worldwide Catholic Church should join together in a 
day of prayer for survivors of abuse. 
 
The English & Welsh Bishops have chosen Tuesday in 
the 5th Week of Easter as the Day of Prayer for ‘Victims 
and Survivors of Abuse’. A parish can choose another 
day around that time. What is important is for the local 
Church to acknowledge and respond in prayer when it is 
able rather than restrict its activities to just one day in the 
year. Much of the material in resources that have been 
produced has been written by and with survivors so that 
their voice can be heard even in places where it has not 
yet been heard. For the full resource pack, see HERE. 
 
It would seem that here in St Aidan’s it would be good to 
use the opportunity of streamed Rosary and Benediction 
on Thursday of this week to focus on praying for 
survivors of abuse.  
 

************************** 
 

 
‘He descended into hell’ ….  Did he ? Or just lost 
in translation ? 
 
When we use the Apostles’ Creed I often get asked 
about the phrase, ‘He descended in to hell’ and what 
it means. It’s a good question. 
 
The Bible often uses the same word for things with 
connected but slightly different meanings. So, the 
word that is translated as ‘hell’ in English can refer 
to different kinds of separation from God. The ‘hell 
of the damned’ means eternal separation. But ‘hell’ 
is also the translation of the word SHEOL in 
Hebrew, translated in Greek as HADES. Here the 
word ‘hell’ means something a bit different. Sheol 
was not intended to convey the idea of a place of 
eternal damnation but rather a time limited 
separation from God where those who died awaited 
being saved by Him. I personally prefer the 
translation which says ‘He descended to the dead’. 
 
After Christ’s death and resurrection the Apostles 
began to see that the liberator  of the dead - the 
saviour - was Jesus. St Paul and the first letter of  
St Peter locate this liberation of the dead in the time 
between the death of Jesus and his resurrection, as 
his body lay in the tomb. He was not alive on earth 
nor had he ascended into heaven, he was with the 
dead who were awaiting their salvation. 
 
St Paul in Ephesians 4:9 says:  “What can 'he 
ascended' mean if not that he first descended right 
down to the lower regions of the earth?  The one 
who rose higher than all the heavens to fill all things 
is none other than the one who descended.”     
1 Peter 3:19 says:  “In the spirit, Christ went to 
preach (bring Good News) to the spirits in prison 
(Sheol).”   * My brackets. 
 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church has an 
informative section on the descent of Christ to the 
dead - hell - Sheol - Haydes.  I have printed it in full 
on the next page of this newsletter. 
 
Reading through it you will find something that I 
think is an amazing insight from the teaching 
tradition of the Church. In that place of the dead 
(‘hell’ in the Apostle’s creed) the first person in the 
queue is Adam. Adam is the father of the HUMAN 
RACE, not just the Israelites. The rescue of Adam 
by Christ symbolises that through the Cross and 
Resurrection THE  ENTIRE HUMAN RACE IS 
REDEEMED. That in turn gives an insight into 
another crucial question: Is the entire human race 
redeemed in Christ. The TRADITION of the Church 
answers … YES ! 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/our-work/safeguarding/day-of-prayer-for-survivors-of-abuse/day-of-prayer-for-survivors-of-abuse-2021/


 

 

From … The Catechism of the Catholic Church. 
 
"HE DESCENDED INTO HELL. ON THE 
THIRD DAY HE ROSE AGAIN" 
 
631 Jesus "descended into the lower parts of the 
earth. He who descended is he who also ascended 
far above all the heavens."476 The Apostles' Creed 
confesses in the same article Christ's descent into 
hell and his Resurrection from the dead on the third 
day, because in his Passover it was precisely out of 
the depths of death that he made life spring forth: 
Christ, that Morning Star, who came back from the 
dead, and shed his peaceful light on all mankind, 
your Son who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 
Amen.477 
 
632 The frequent New Testament affirmations that 
Jesus was "raised from the dead" presuppose that 
the crucified one sojourned in the realm of the dead 
prior to his resurrection.478 This was the first 
meaning given in the apostolic preaching to Christ's 
descent into hell: that Jesus, like all men, 
experienced death and in his soul joined the others 
in the realm of the dead. But he descended there as 
Savior, proclaiming the Good News to the spirits 
imprisoned there.479 

 
633 Scripture calls the abode of the dead, to which 
the dead Christ went down, "hell" - Sheol in 
Hebrew or Hades in Greek - because those who are 
there are deprived of the vision of God.480 Such is 
the case for all the dead, whether evil or righteous, 
while they await the Redeemer: which does not 
mean that their lot is identical, as Jesus shows 
through the parable of the poor man Lazarus who 
was received into "Abraham's bosom":481 "It is 
precisely these holy souls, who awaited their Savior 
in Abraham's bosom, whom Christ the Lord 
delivered when he descended into hell."482 Jesus did 
not descend into hell to deliver the damned, nor to 
destroy the hell of damnation, but to free the just 
who had gone before him.483 

 
634 "The gospel was preached even to the 

dead."484 The descent into hell brings the Gospel 
message of salvation to complete fulfilment. This is 
the last phase of Jesus' messianic mission, a phase 
which is condensed in time but vast in its real 
significance: the spread of Christ's redemptive work 
to all people of all times and all places, for all who 
are saved have been made sharers in the 
redemption. 
 
635 Christ went down into the depths of death so 
that "the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, 
and those who hear will live."485 Jesus, "the Author 
of life", by dying destroyed "him who has the power 
of death, that is, the devil, and [delivered] all those 
who through fear of death were subject to lifelong 
bondage."486 Henceforth the risen Christ holds "the 
keys of Death and Hades", so that "at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth."487 

 

The following passage is from Matins of Holy 
Saturday. 
Today a great silence reigns on earth, a great 
silence and a great stillness. A great silence 
because the King is asleep. The earth trembled and 
is still because God has fallen asleep in the flesh 
and he has raised up all who have slept ever since 
the world began. . . He has gone to search for 
Adam, our first father, as for a lost sheep. Greatly 
desiring to visit those who live in darkness and in 
the shadow of death, he has gone to free from 
sorrow Adam in his bonds and Eve, captive with 
him - He who is both their God and the son of 
Eve. . . "I am your God, who for your sake have 
become your son. . . I order you, O sleeper, to 
awake. I did not create you to be a prisoner in hell. 
Rise from the dead, for I am the life of the dead."488 

 
IN BRIEF 
 
636 By the expression "He descended into hell", the 
Apostles' Creed confesses that Jesus did really die 
and through his death for us conquered death and 
the devil "who has the power of death" (Heb 2:14). 
 
637 In his human soul united to his divine person, 
the dead Christ went down to the realm of the dead. 
He opened heaven's gates for the just who had gone 
before him. 

In the left -  
The descent of Christ to the dead. 
Icon from the Khora Church in Istanbul (Kariye 
Camii), dating near the 14th century. 

javascript:openWindow('cr/633.htm');
javascript:openWindow('cr/634.htm');


 

 

Right to Life UK      The parliamentary 
pro-life group.    PRAYER for this week … 
 
This Tuesday marks 53 years since the 1967 
Abortion Act came into effect.  
 
As we hope and pray for an end to abortion, 
we pray especially for our Government, that 
their commitment to support pregnant women 
and their families would increase, and that 
they would anchor themselves in the desire to 
protect all human life. Lord hear us  

Purley Food Hub   
purleyfoodhub@gmail.com  
Food items can be brought to ther church 
porch.   OR   You can leave bags of food 
outside the Parish House door, 1 Portnalls Rd 
CR5 3DD. 

WEST CROYDON REFUGEE CENTRE  
would be grateful for men's clothes either good 
second hand or new - warm jackets, jeans, tops, 
T shirts, gloves, scarves and hats. They currently 
have quite a lot of baby clothes but will still 
accept them.      Please leave bags of clothes 
outside the church door, they will be taken in 
mass times. 
 
Items particularly needed : Men’s and women’s 
jeans -  T-shirts, tops and jumpers - warm 
jackets - new socks and underwear - all 
children’s clothes  - baby clothes (especially for 
babies over six months) and good children’s 
shoes.  

A cabin in heaven. 
  
A man died and went to heaven.  He was 
met at the Pearly Gates by St. Peter who led 
him down the golden streets.  They passed 
stately homes and beautiful mansions until 
they came to the end of the street where they 
stopped in front of a small cabin. 
  
The man asked St. Peter why he got a hut 
when there were so many mansions he could 
live in.  
  
St. Peter replied, “I did the best with the 
money you gave us.” 
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Message concerning the period of the pandemic from 
the Bishops of England & Wales to the people and 
clergy.    

Published Friday 23rd April. 
 
Below is the first part of the letter. The second part is 
more suited to a later date when church restrictions 
begin to be relaxed.  
 
Gathering as Bishops in Conference this week, we wish 
to pay tribute to all in the Catholic community who 
have shown such courage, generosity and understanding 
in the face of adversity this past year. Across England 
and Wales, families and parish communities have risen 
to the challenge of sustaining one another through times 
of great isolation, loneliness and grief in an impressive 
variety of ways, spiritual, emotional and practical. We 
thank all who have worked tirelessly in prisons, in 
hospitals, care-homes and across the medical profession 
for giving of themselves so generously. We thank all 
who have worked valiantly in our schools, facing 
unforeseen demands and meeting them with 
characteristic professionalism and dedication.  
 
We wish also to pay tribute to those who have given of 
their time and energy to keep open our churches as 
havens of peace and prayer. Churches up and down the 
land have realised the vision of Pope Francis that they 
be like village-wells where the thirsty come to drink in 
the midst of their journey; and centres of “constant 
missionary outreach.”  We thank all who have 
developed diverse new patterns of outreach - of prayer, 
catechesis, study and spiritual solidarity; all who have 
made participation in the Mass possible through the 
internet.  
 
Also prominent in this tribute should be thanks to all 
who have contributed to the immense effort of 
providing food for those most in need. The generosity 
shown in the distribution of so very many meals has 
given eloquent expression to the mercy, love and 
compassion which are at the very heart of God. Many 
have been touched by the joy of meeting Christ in the 
poor; and many of the poor by the joy of meeting Christ 
in selfless parishioners. The provision of food is often 
the first step into a deeper relationship of help and 
accompaniment, including the sharing of the gift of faith 
in our Blessed Lord.  
 
‘Vibrant’ is a word which seems to have characterised 
so many of our parishes throughout the pandemic. We 
wish to salute our priests in particular for the leadership 
they have shown in this time of crisis. We thank them 
for their deep devotion to both the liturgy and to their 
parishioners. We commend every priest who made of 
his parish "a 'sanctuary' open to all” and with a 
particular care for the poor; and the many Deacons who 
have exercised with such generosity their mission of 
charity. 
                                   To be continued at a later date. 



 

 

Readings for 5th Sunday of Easter.     

First Reading     Acts 9:26-31 

When Saul got to Jerusalem he tried to join the 
disciples, but they were all afraid of him: they could 
not believe he was really a disciple. Barnabas, 
however, took charge of him, introduced him to the 
apostles, and explained how the Lord had appeared 
to Saul and spoken to him on his journey, and how 
he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of 
Jesus. Saul now started to go round with them in 
Jerusalem, preaching fearlessly in the name of the 
Lord. But after he had spoken to the Hellenists, and 
argued with them, they became determined to kill 
him. When the brothers knew, they took him to 
Caesarea, and sent him off from there to Tarsus. The 
churches throughout Judaea, Galilee and Samaria 
were now left in peace, building themselves up, 
living in the fear of the Lord, and filled with the 
consolation of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Psalm 21(22):26-28,30-32 

You, Lord, are my praise in the great assembly. 
 
My vows I will pay before those who fear him.  
The poor shall eat and shall have their fill.  
They shall praise the Lord, those who seek him.  
May their hearts live for ever and ever! 
 
All the earth shall remember and return to the Lord,  
all families of the nations worship before him;  
They shall worship him,  
all the mighty of the earth;  
before him shall bow all who go down to the dust. 
 
And my soul shall live for him,  
my children serve him.  
They shall tell of the Lord  
to generations yet to come,  
declare his faithfulness to peoples yet unborn:    
‘These things the Lord has done.’ 

 
 

 

Second Reading    1 John 3:18-24 

My children, our love is not to be just words or 
mere talk, but something real and active; only by 
this can we be certain that we are children of the 
truth and be able to quieten our conscience in his 
presence, whatever accusations it may raise 
against us, because God is greater than our 
conscience and he knows everything. My dear 
people, if we cannot be condemned by our own 
conscience, we need not be afraid in God’s 
presence, and whatever we ask him, we shall 
receive, because we keep his commandments and 
live the kind of life that he wants. His 
commandments are these: that we believe in the 
name of his Son Jesus Christ and that we love one 
another as he told us to. Whoever keeps his 
commandments lives in God and God lives in him. 
We know that he lives in us by the Spirit that he 
has given us. 

 
Gospel     John 15:1-8 
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I am the true vine, and 
my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in me 
that bears no fruit he cuts away, and every branch 
that does bear fruit he prunes to make it bear even 
more. You are pruned already, by means of the word 
that I have spoken to you. Make your home in me, 
as I make mine in you. As a branch cannot bear fruit 
all by itself, but must remain part of the vine, neither 
can you unless you remain in me. I am the vine, you 
are the branches. Whoever remains in me, with me 
in him, bears fruit in plenty; for cut off from me you 
can do nothing. Anyone who does not remain in me 
is like a branch that has been thrown away – he 
withers; these branches are collected and thrown on 
the fire, and they are burnt. If you remain in me and 
my words remain in you, you may ask what you will 
and you shall get it. It is to the glory of my Father 
that you should bear much fruit, and then you will 
be my disciples.’ 
 


