
 

 

Parish Priest:  Fr. Peter Mansfield     

Parish House:   1 Portnalls Road, Coulsdon, Surrey       CR5 3DD                                                       

Tel: 020 8660 2452          Email:  coulsdon@rcaos.org.uk    

Parish website:  www.st-aidans-parish.org.uk;  YouTube channel: St Aidans Coulsdon     

Parish YouTube channel:  St Aidans Coulsdon 

Church Hall enquiries:   staidanshallbookings@gmail.com     

Property maintenance, report issues:   staidanspremisesteam@gmail.com   

St. Aidan’s School:  01737556036 

Year B.                                            3rd Sunday of Easter                          18th April 2021 

St Aidan’s Catholic Church  - Coulsdon 

 All Masses are streamed on the parish YouTube channel:    St Aidans Coulsdon   

          Sat Vigil   6pm             Fr  Tim Buckley RIP         Readings for this Sunday are on P  

Sunday     9am             People of the par ish.          

Sunday   11am             Tony Longwor th RIP 

Monday 10am             Rodney East RIP. 

Tuesday                           NO MASS IN CHURCH                                                          

Wednesday                     NO MASS IN CHURCH  (Fr Peter has a funeral elsewhere)                                                    

          Thursday 10am         Benito Della Folgore RIP 

Friday   10am              Heather  Trutwein RIP 

                Next Weekend:              3rd Sunday of Easter                                                           

Sat Vigil    6pm   Madeleine Por ter  RIP. 

Sunday      9am  Mary Moss RIP,              11am    People of the par ish 

Please pray for the sick and housebound:  Antonio Ferreira de Olivera, Sheila Phillips, Barbara &  
Geoff Wood,  Stewart Hunt, Maria Garcia-Barham, Mary Crehan, Claudette Lovell, Anne Walker, Josie Davitt, 
Mary Reynolds, Bernadette Blaquiere, Trudy Kiely, James Tomlin, John Cooksey, Sarah Bell,  Joseph Darville, 
Sammy McCarroll.  

Easter eggs for CHILDREN & TEENAGERS at church.  
There are some Easter eggs left over from last weekend as 
currently there are fewer children at church. Please feel 
free to take one for children at home. 

Next weekend - second collection.  
Ecclesiastical education, - the training of students for the priesthood and diaconate. 
2nd collections are currently taken in the cardboard boxes on the benches. 

We remember Canon Gary Pierce (14th April) and Fr  Tim Buckley (17th April), two former  Par ish 
Priests of  St Aidan’s, whose anniversaries occur at this time. 
 
The funeral Mass for Peggy Court RIP. will be on Monday 17th May at 11am. 
 

May the Risen Lord call them to his side in eternal glory. 



 

 

HRH Prince Philip remembered  
at St Aidan’s Church. 

As we give thanks for their service to the people of our country, we pray that they may 
hear the words of Our Lord  ‘Well done good and faithful servant’. 

Shirley Williams RIP. 
A tribute from CAFOD sums up the way in 
which Shirley’s Catholic faith inspired her 
political life. 
“She was a great political figure with deep 
integrity, conviction and principled belief, 
whose Catholic faith was important to her in 
shaping her political and public life.”  

 Patron Saint of England.  Patron of our Cathedral 
of St George, Southwark. 
  
In different regions and times, many places in the 
world have chosen Saint George as a patron saint.  
His slaying of the dragon in the legendary story is a 
symbol of the victory of goodness over evil and it 
endeared him to many. 
  
There is almost nothing known of the early years of 
Saint George's life.  He was born around the year 
263AD, in the city of Lydia near Jerusalem. 
  
In his seventeenth year, he enlisted as a cavalry 
soldier in the army of the Roman Emperor 
Diocletian.  He became a high ranking officer, 
rising through the ranks because he was a proficient 
soldier, an able horseman  
  
When the Emperor Diocletian began his campaign 
of persecuting Christians, George, who was a 
devout Christian, requested an audience with the 
Emperor and was granted one.  George pleaded 
with the Emperor to refrain from this distasteful 
practice. 

 Diocletian was so 
annoyed and 
incensed, that he 
commanded George 
to recant his religion.  
When he refused, 
George was arrested, 
tortured, and finally 
put to death on April 
23, 303AD.  This day 
is now known as 
Saint George's Day. 
  
George was canonized by Pope Gelasius in 494AD.  
The Pope said St. George was one of those 
"...whose names are justly reverenced among men, 
but whose acts are known only to God."  St. George 
exemplified courage, devotion, piety, leadership, 
truthfulness and dedication.  
  
Crusaders venerated him and wore his cross (red on 
a white background).  King Edward III of England 
chose George to be the patron Saint for the Knights 
of the Garter. 

Saint George’s day   -  FRIDAY 23rd April. 
 
We have little historical information about his life.  What is known historically is below on this page, the 
legend is on the next page. 
 
Legends concerning the lives of saints can be like parables or biblical myths. They may not be historically 
true but they can convey truths of faith. St George slaying the dragon represents his fight against evil and 
his conquest of the devil through the power of his faith in Christ which manifests God’s saving power. 
Hence the story has inspired Christian iconography since medieval times.  
 
At this time we invoke St George’s intercession, that in Jesus’ name he may slay the 
dragon of Coronavirus and its many tentacles which are in our midst. 



 

 

Right to Life UK      The parliamentary pro-life group.    PRAYER for this week … 
 
We pray for all unborn children diagnosed with disabilities. We pray for protection for them and their 
mothers from the pressures of society to consider abortion, and that they and their mothers would instead 
experience overwhelming support from all who surround them.        Lord hear us  

Parish Pastoral Council Meeting  
8th April 2021           Summary notes. 
 
The Parish Pastoral Council held its third Zoom 
meeting of the year on 8th April; we began as usual 
with an opening prayer. 
 
We reviewed the arrangements for the Good Friday 
and Easter Services, in particular the booking 
system and stewarding. We are delighted to report 
how smoothly the process went and the PPC would 
like to give our thanks to Leonie and Colin for all 
their hard work and planning. 
 
We discussed how we keep the Parish connected 
both in traditional means and digital platforms. We 
would like to highlight the Parish Facebook group 
as a great way to keep in touch with other 
parishioners especially as lockdown restrictions 
start to be lifted. Looking forward to the next few 
months we hope there will be lots of news as we 
cautiously start to open up those parish activities we 
have missed so much! 
 
Fr Peter updated the meeting on the plans for the 
church house gardens. A full report is in last week’s 
newsletter which can be found on the website. 
 
Fr Peter brought the meeting to a close with a final 
prayer with special mention of those people 
suffering from, or being affected by, Coronavirus in 
any way. 
 
We would be pleased to hear from members of the 
parish on any subject. Please speak to any member 
of the Council, drop a letter into the sacristy or 
contact Gerry via odonnellgerry@outlook.com. 
 
The PPC members are:  Gerry O’Donnell,  
Fr. Peter, Sue Carr, Pauline D’Mello-Maplesden,  
Brenda Eydman, Roque Fernandes, Bernadette Hallett, 
Bridget Hanlon, Penne Hutton, Peter McFall,  
Erica Thurbon,  Elsie Ofili and Colin Wilding. 

Purley Food Hub   purleyfoodhub@gmail.com  
Food items can be brought to ther church porch.   
OR   You can leave bags of food outside the Parish 
House door, 1 Portnalls Rd CR5 3DD. 
April Food List:  Small jars of coffee, long life 
whole milk l tinned ready meals, packets of dried 
potato,  tins of potatoes,  tins of dessert fruit , long 
life fruit juice, toilet rolls and toothpaste. 

WEST CROYDON REFUGEE CENTRE  
would be grateful for men's clothes either good 
second hand or new - warm jackets, jeans, tops, T 
shirts, gloves, scarves and hats. They currently have 
quite a lot of baby clothes but will still accept them.      
Please leave bags of clothes outside the church door, 
they will be taken in mass times. 
 
Items particularly needed : Men’s and women’s 
jeans -  T-shirts, tops and jumpers - warm jackets -
 new socks and underwear - all children’s clothes  - 
baby clothes (especially for babies over six 
months) and good children’s shoes.  

CAFOD says thank you to St Aidan’s …. 
Thank you for your generous donations 
to CAFOD’s Family Fast Day during Lent. We fea-
tured Marian and her son Svondo in Zimbabwe in 
Lent 2018. The community vegetable garden that 
your donations helped provide is growing well and 
during the pandemic the family has survived on the 
vegetables. Your support has also helped to provide 
soap and handwashing stations in the garden and in 
family homes. This is just one of many long-term 
development projects that CAFOD has funded with 
the money from that Fast Day. Thank you for your 
steadfast support.  

Help need to transport two metal office cabinets 
from Anerley to St Aidan’s for use in the parish. 
 
The dimensions in inches of each unit are:  
68” H x 36” W x 16” deep. 
 
It would need two people to move them, working 
within Covid safety requirements. Possibly two 
vehicles with adequate space for one each. 
 
There is also a desk which is available to anyone 
who would like it. Wooden top with metal feet and 3 
drawers on the right hand side. Dimensions: 
H: 28” x  D: 29”  x   W: 57” 
 
Contact Fr Peter    coulsdon@rcaos.org.uk 

mailto:odonnellgerry@outlook.com


 

 

Readings for 3rd Sunday of Easter are below.     

Acts 3:13 - 19 
 
Peter said to the people: ‘You are Israelites, and it is the 
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our 
ancestors, who has glorified his servant Jesus, the same 
Jesus you handed over and then disowned in the 
presence of Pilate after Pilate had decided to release him. 
It was you who accused the Holy One, the Just One, you 
who demanded the reprieve of a murderer while you 
killed the prince of life. God, however, raised him from 
the dead, and to that fact we are the witnesses. 

  ‘Now I know, brothers, that neither you nor your 
leaders had any idea what you were really doing; this 
was the way God carried out what he had foretold, when 
he said through all his prophets that his Christ would 
suffer. Now you must repent and turn to God, so that 
your sins may be wiped out.’ 
 
Psalm 4:2,4,7,9 
 
Lift up the light of your face on us, O Lord. 
 
When I call, answer me, O God of justice; 
 from anguish you released me, have mercy and hear me! 
 
It is the Lord who grants favours to those whom he 
loves; the Lord hears me whenever I call him. 
 
‘What can bring us happiness?’ many say. 
  Lift up the light of your face on us, O Lord. 
 
I will lie down in peace and sleep comes at once 
  for you alone, Lord, make me dwell in safety. 
 

Second Reading      1 John 2:1-5 

I am writing this, my children, 
to stop you sinning; 
but if anyone should sin, 
we have our advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ, who is just; 
he is the sacrifice that takes our sins away, 
and not only ours, 

but the whole world’s. 
We can be sure that we know God 
only by keeping his commandments. 
Anyone who says, ‘I know him’, 
and does not keep his commandments, 
is a liar, 
refusing to admit the truth. 
But when anyone does obey what he has said, 
God’s love comes to perfection in him. 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Lord Jesus, explain the Scriptures to us. 
Make our hearts burn within us as you talk to us. 
Alleluia! 

 

Gospel                       Luke 24:35-48 

The disciples told their story of what had happened on 
the road and how they had recognised Jesus at the 
breaking of bread. 

  They were still talking about all this when Jesus 
himself stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be 
with you!’ In a state of alarm and fright, they thought 
they were seeing a ghost. But he said, ‘Why are you so 
agitated, and why are these doubts rising in your hearts? 
Look at my hands and feet; yes, it is I indeed. Touch me 
and see for yourselves; a ghost has no flesh and bones as 
you can see I have.’ And as he said this he showed them 
his hands and feet. Their joy was so great that they still 
could not believe it, and they stood there dumbfounded; 
so he said to them, ‘Have you anything here to eat?’ 
And they offered him a piece of grilled fish, which he 
took and ate before their eyes. 

  Then he told them, ‘This is what I meant when I 
said, while I was still with you, that everything written 
about me in the Law of Moses, in the Prophets and in 
the Psalms has to be fulfilled.’ He then opened their 
minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, 
‘So you see how it is written that the Christ would suffer 
and on the third day rise from the dead, and that, in his 
name, repentance for the forgiveness of sins would be 
preached to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 
You are witnesses to this.’ 

The legend concerning St George and the dragon. 
 
 Ancient storytellers told legends of an Eastern city called Salem where a terrifying dragon lived in a 
swamp nearby.  The dragon demanded a daily tribute of sheep and cattle.  Soon, after exhausting these 
food supplies, the dragon demanded the sacrifice of two children a day.  A lottery system was devised to 
pick the victims.  Cleodolinda, the daughter of the King, was chosen for that day's sacrifice. 
 
As Cleodolinda was sadly proceeding to her doom, along came the knight George.  Seeing the dragon 
about to gulp down the lovely princess, George promised the citizens deliverance from their troubles.  
After making the sign of the cross, he transfixed the dragon with his lance and wounded it with his magic 
sword Ascalon.  George then had the princess bind the beast with her girdle.  The dragon then became 
docile and tame, and followed the princess and George back to the city.  There in the market square, 
George killed the dragon with his lance. 
 
As George was killing the dragon, he told the city citizens that this act was to show the power of God.  Not 
only was the princess saved and the city relieved, but the people gave up their idols and accepted 
Christianity.   


