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St Aidan’s Catholic Church  - Coulsdon 

 
Dear sisters and brothers, 
 
Holy week has begun.  It is a 
time of uniting ourselves in a 
special way to the passion of 
Christ in order that we may 
share more fully in the life of 
Him who is Our Risen Lord. 
 
At the start of Holy Week we 
remember the day Jesus entered 
Jerusalem to the cheers of the 
crowd with the people waving 
branches. In a few short days in 
that same city many people 
would be calling for his 
crucifixion. Christ invites us to 
accompany him on his journey 
which leads to death. 
 
The liturgy of the Church between Holy Thursday 
and Easter Sunday is the most wonderful and 
powerful way of entering into the rhythm of Christ’s 
passion and death.  As St Paul says: by sharing his 
sufferings, we may come to share his glory.  
                                                            (Romans 8:17) 
 
I would encourage you to participate in the three 
days of liturgy if at all possible. We have the 
streaming for those who cannot be in church.  
 
On Wednesday morning the Mass of Chrism will 
take place at St George’s Cathedral at 11.30am. 
 
Please consult page 2 of this newsletter for the 
times of all Holy Week liturgies. 
 
 

 
Holy Week and Easter services this year will be in 
a simpler form than is the norm. The reason for this 
is that we have to avoid people being in church for 
an unduly long period of time due to Covid.  The 
diocesan guidelines together with our own careful 
planning will ensure that brevity does no mean any 
loss of dignity in the way that the liturgy in this great 
week is celebrated. 
 
Palms will be blessed at all three Masses this 
weekend. Palm crosses will be spread around on 
benches before people arrive. Please do not pick up a 
cross until you are leaving Mass. You may then take 
one home with you. Please ensure that you do not 
handle any cross other than the one you are taking. 
 
At the Maundy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper we will not be able to physically wash feet. 
The watching at the altar of repose which 
traditionally takes place after Mass will be ‘streamed 
only’ from 10pm until midnight. Night Prayer will 
be at 11.50pm. 
 
During the Good Friday liturgy the veneration of 
the cross will be done communally during the 
service. However, when people come forward for 
Holy Communion or for a blessing they will have an 
opportunity to pause briefly before the cross in the 
centre of the sanctuary, making a bow or 
genuflection. 
 
At the Easter Vigil on Saturday evening it will not 
be possible for people to have an individual candle. 
We will not be able to have an outside fire or a 
procession. We already miss singing in church very 
much but I think we will miss it even more at Easter. 
I am grateful to St Aidan’s choir for their work in 
recording some music for our Masses. 



 

 

Holy Week & Easter 2021 

 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation - Confession. 
 

Fr Peter will be available in church after Mass on Monday morn 29th after Mass.  
Wednesday 31st after 6.30pm Mass; Saturday 12 -12.30pm. Or by appointment. 

 

All masses and services are streamed on our YouTube channel 

except for the Chrism Mass which will be on St George’s Cathe-

dral YouTube channel.   Wednesday 11.15am - Chrism Mass - 

blessing of holy oils. 

 Palm Sunday 

6pm Sat Vigil  Welfare of Chris Monaghan  

9am  Eric & Donald Dourado RIP;   11am People of the parish 

 

Mon 10am St Aidan’s weekday Mass - Tessa McFadden RIP    

Wed 6.30pm St Aidan ’s weekday Mass. - PKM 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY  1st April   

First come first served - no booking. 

 8.00 pm  Mass of the Lord's Supper  

Watching from 10pm until 12 midnight at Altar of Repose - streamed only.  

 

GOOD FRIDAY  2nd April  - prebookings only at church.             

A day of ‘fast and abstinence’  -  means eating less and no meat. 

3.00 pm  Solemn Liturgy of the Lord's Passion and Death  

 

HOLY SATURDAY 3rd April  - prebookings only at church.             

8.30 pm   Easter Vigil  - the first Mass of Easter          

NB.  No 6.00pm Mass                   

Blessing of the new fire and paschal candle;  

Renewal of baptismal promises. 

 

EASTER SUNDAY 4th April.   - prebookings only at church.             

                        9.00 am. Welfare of Shirley McFall    
11.00 am  Patrick Lomasney RIP and deceased family members   



 

 

BOOKINGS FOR GOOD FRIDAY  
AND EASTER SERVICES. 
 
The number of places available in church will still 
be very limited at Easter and so to avoid 
disappointment for people arriving at the church 
door there has been an advance booking system 
open for a few weeks for the Good Friday service, 
the Easter Vigil and the Easter Sunday Masses. 
 
Good Friday 3pm: this service is now fully booked 
and has a substantial waiting list. No further 
applications can be taken for this. 
Easter Vigil 8.30pm: a few spaces remain at this 
Mass. 
Easter Sunday 9am: this Mass is fully booked and 
has a short waiting list. 
Easter Sunday 11am: this Mass is fully booked and 
has a short waiting list. 
 
If you wish to book a space at the Vigil or go on 
the waiting list for either of the morning Masses 
you can apply in one of the following ways: 
 
by email using this address:   
leonie@thewildings.eclipse.co.uk 
 
by phone using this number: 07910 059141 
 
on paper using a form which is available in 
church. 
 
Whichever way you choose to apply please ensure 
you give your name, phone number or email 
address. State which of the Easter Masses you wish 
to attend and the names of those who wish to 
attend with you.  

Ecumenical initiative form  
the Croydon Churches. 
 
For the second year running all local Good Friday 
walks of witness have had to be cancelled because 
of the pandemic. In response, the Central Croydon 
walk of witness team has worked hard to produce a 
video service for Good Friday which includes a 
powerful re-enactment of the crucifixion and songs 
from an award-winning gospel choir. 
 
The ecumenical service will be streamed at  
11am on Good Friday, 2nd April on 
YouTube.  Everyone is invited.  Please go to the 
following link:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=ZLt1wizx87s&ab_channel=JesusProduction 
 
Thanks to all who have contributed, including the 
Seventh Day Adventist Gospel Choir led by Ken 
Burton, the Anglican and Catholic Bishops of 
Croydon and actors and technicians from many 
churches in Croydon including the Baptist, URC, 
Methodist and Free churches. 
 
There will be a follow up service on Easter 
Sunday 4th April, at 3pm to celebrate the 
Resurrection. 
Please go to the following link:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=bq_sGDY1eac&ab_channel=JesusProduction 
   
Please pray that hearts and lives will be impacted 
by the suffering of the cross and the joy and hope of 
the resurrection.  

We remember in prayer the repose of the souls 
of:      Christine Durbin, Colin McAleavey-Dunn.  
Marie McManus, Mandy Rowlands. 
Anniversaries:    Julia Kennedy, Susan Harlin, 
Necie McNamara, Angela Keely.  

 
May they rest in peace and rise in glory. 

Please pray for the sick and housebound: 
Sheila Phillips, Barbara & Geoff Wood,  Stewart Hunt, 
Maria Garcia-Barham, Mary Crehan, Claudette Lovell,  
Anne Walker, Josie Davitt, Mary Reynolds,  
Bernadette Blaquiere, Trudy Kiely,  James Tomlin,  
John Cooksey, Sarah Bell,  Joseph Darville,  
Sammy McCarroll,  
 
Currently there are many more ‘housebound’ due to the 
risk associated with Covid. 

St Aidan’s Primary school presents: 
The Passion of Our Lord 

Holy Week service. 
 
A Passion of the Cross service takes place on 
Monday evening at 6.30pm, live-streamed via the 
St Aidan’s parish YouTube channel. You can 
access the service on Monday by clicking the link  
St Aidans Coulsdon - YouTube   
Please do make the time to join us if you are able to 
do so – the children and staff have worked hard to 
prepare the service, which should be a fitting way 
to begin holy week for adults and children alike. A 
big thank you to Fr Peter for hosting to Roy Misra 
for helping with the final editing. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZLt1wizx87s&ab_channel=JesusProduction
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZLt1wizx87s&ab_channel=JesusProduction
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bq_sGDY1eac&ab_channel=JesusProduction
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bq_sGDY1eac&ab_channel=JesusProduction
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChRvjbRoua0tm5-9SDAEXXQ


 

 

OFFERTORY INCOME …. Latest figures.                        
Period of 7th March and 14th March.  
Mostly a lockdown period. 
 
Average weekly offertory income:  
Cash £495 ; Standing Orders £510;   
Total weekly average: £ 1,005           Thank you 

.                                                       
It costs approximately £1,000 per week to run  
St Aidan’s parish.   
 
Please consider making a standing order for your 
offertory contributions.  Contact our treasurer  
Peter McFall to get the details 
coulsdontreasurer@rcaos.org.uk      
or leave a note for him with Fr Peter. 

You can visit the photo gallery on our website to see a collection of parish photos. The latest 

addition is our Stations of the Cross recently photographed by Stuart Ward. Click them to 

expand. 

New Gift Aid Envelopes. 
 
The new batch of Gift Aid Offertory envelopes 
come into effect from the 6th April 2021 for the 
Income Tax year ending 5th April 2022. Normally 
we ask you to pick these up from the back of 
church, but because of the current COVID-19 
restrictions, this is not possible, and therefore we 
have sent them to those concerned by 2

nd
 Class 

Post. They should be with you within the next few 
days or so, but if yours don’t arrive by next 
weekend please contact our Gift Aid organiser 
Emma Sinclair at giftaidorganiser@gmail.com If 
you want to donate by standing order instead of 
using cash, please contact our Parish Treasurer 
Peter McFall at coulsdontreasurer@rcaos.org.uk 
You can also make a donation through the 
JustGiving website via the link on the parish 
website. If you have any questions, please contact 
either Emma or Peter, or telephone the number at 
the top of this newsletter. 
Whichever way you contribute towards the upkeep 
of our parish, may I thank you most sincerely. 
Peter McFall 

Easter Offerings. 
The collection at the Easter Masses is the main source of personal income for  the Par ish Pr iest (along 
with Christmas). This is the system adopted in Catholic parishes throughout England.  Catholic priests in 
England do not receive a salary in the way that ministers of other denominations do. They are therefore 
dependent on the Easter & Christmas offerings for personal income.  
 
Any cheques should be made payable to ‘St. Aidan’s Church’ for banking purposes. If you are in the Gift 
Aid scheme, please use the relevant envelope as the Parish will benefit from the tax returned.   Those not in 
the Gift Aid scheme may use the envelope attached to this newsletter if they wish. 
  
Arrangements for this collection are as follows: 
 

 Any contribution placed in the baskets in church during the Easter Masses  
          will be ‘Easter Offerings’ (Vigil and Sunday) 
 The Standing Orders that apply to Easter Sunday will be designated as ‘Easter Offerings’. 
 Money given via ‘just giving’ from Saturday 3rd April to Saturday 10th April will be for 
         ‘Easter Offerings’. 
 Contributions can be put through the Parish House letterbox or left in a church basket at any 

time provided they are in an envelope marked ‘Easter Offerings’. 

On Good Friday the collection in the baskets at 
the afternoon liturgy is for the upkeep of the 
Holy Places in the Holy Land. It is used to 
maintain churches and shrines associated with the 
life of Jesus. It also helps the work of the Church in 
the Holy Land and neighbouring countries by the 
relief of poverty and suffering. Parishes, schools, 
orphanages and medical centres there rely very 
much on assistance from the Collection, especially 
at this difficult time for them.  

Purley Food Hub   purleyfoodhub@gmail.com  
Food items can be brought to ther church porch.   
OR   You can leave bags of food outside the Parish 
House door, 1 Portnalls Rd CR5 3DD. 

WEST CROYDON REFUGEE 
CENTRE would be grateful for men's clothes either 
good second hand or new - warm jackets, jeans, tops, 
T shirts, gloves, scarves and hats. They currently have 
quite a lot of baby clothes but will still accept them.      
Please leave bags of clothes outside the church door, 
they will be taken in mass times. 

mailto:giftaidorganiser@gmail.com
mailto:coulsdontreasurer@rcaos.org.uk


 

 

O most holy St Aidan, our patron,
guide our parish in the way of the Gospel as you 
did in this land in ages past.
Protect us from the pandemic and all its 
consequences.
Help us to find ways of extending our pastoral care 
and spiritual support to those who are housebound 
or in any kind of need.
Intercede for us, that the Mass and the sacraments 
may become ever more accessible to God
people so that we may praise and glorify His name 
in word and song and be gathered together in 
great numbers to receive the 
which is Christ Jesus our Lord.      

Readings for this Sunday             

First Reading   Isaiah 50:4-7 
 
The Lord has given me a disciple’s tongue. So that I 
may know how to reply to the wearied he provides 
me with speech. Each morning he wakes me to 
hear, to listen like a disciple. The Lord has opened 
my ear. For my part, I made no resistance, neither 
did I turn away. I offered my back to those who 
struck me, my cheeks to those who tore at my 
beard; I did not cover my face against insult and 
spittle. The Lord comes to my help, so that I am un-
touched by the insults. So, too, I set my face like 
flint; I know I shall not be shamed. 
 
Psalm 21(22):8-9,17-20,23-24 
 
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
 
All who see me deride me.  
They curl their lips, they toss their heads.  
‘He trusted in the Lord, let him save him;  
let him release him if this is his friend.’ 
 
Many dogs have surrounded me,  
a band of the wicked beset me.  
They tear holes in my hands and my feet.  
I can count every one of my bones. 

They divide my clothing among them.  
They cast lots for my robe. O Lord,  
do not leave me alone, my strength,  
make haste to help me! 
 
I will tell of your name to my brethren and praise 
you where they are assembled.  
‘You who fear the Lord give him praise;  
all sons of Jacob, give him glory.  
Revere him, Israel’s sons. 
 
 
 
 
Second Reading    Philippians 2:6-11 
 
His state was divine, yet Christ Jesus did not cling to 
his equality with God but emptied himself to assume 
the condition of a slave and became as men are; and 
being as all men are, he was humbler yet, even to 
accepting death, death on a cross. But God raised 
him high and gave him the name which is above all 
other names so that all beings in the heavens, on 
earth and in the underworld, should bend the knee at 
the name of Jesus and that every tongue should ac-
claim Jesus Christ as Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 

The first Gospel for the blessing of palms.    John 12:12-16 

 

A great crowd who had come to the feast 
heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. 
So they took branches of palm trees 
and went out to meet him, crying, 
‘Hosanna! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, 
even the king of Israel!’ 
And Jesus found a young ass and sat upon it; as is written, 
‘Fear not, daughter of Sion; 
behold, your king is coming, 
sitting on an ass’s colt!’ 
His disciples did not understand this at first;  
but when Jesus was glorified, 
then they remembered that this had been written of him  
and had been done to him. 

The Gospel of the Passion is on the next page. 



 

 

The Passion according to Mark    15:1-39 

 

First thing in the morning, the chief priests together 

with the elders and scribes – in short the whole 

Sanhedrin – had their plan ready. They had Jesus 

bound and took him away and handed him over to 

Pilate. 

 Pilate questioned him: 

V1 Are you the king of the Jews? 

N He answered, 

 It is you who say it. 

N And the chief priests brought many 

accusations against him. Pilate questioned him 

again: 

V1 Have you no reply at all? See how many 

accusations they are bringing against you! 

N But, to Pilate’s amazement, Jesus made no 

further reply. 

 At festival time Pilate used to release a 

prisoner for them, anyone they asked for. Now a 

man called Barabbas was then in prison with the 

rioters who had committed murder during the 

uprising. When the crowd went up and began to ask 

Pilate the customary favour, Pilate answered them 

V1 Do you want me to release for you the king of 

the Jews? 

N For he realised it was out of jealousy that the 

chief priests had handed Jesus over. The chief 

priests, however, had incited the crowd to demand 

that he should release Barabbas for them instead. 

Then Pilate spoke again: 

V1 But in that case, what am I to do with the man 

you call king of the Jews? 

N They shouted back, 

C Crucify him! 

N Pilate asked them, 

V1 Why? What harm has he done? 

N But they shouted all the louder, 

C Crucify him! 

N So Pilate, anxious to placate the crowd, 

released Barabbas for them and, having ordered 

Jesus to be scourged, handed him over to be 

crucified. 

 The soldiers led him away to the inner part of 

the palace, that is, the Praetorium, and called the 

whole cohort together. They dressed him up in 

purple, twisted some thorns into a crown and put it 

on him. And they began saluting him, 

C Hail, king of the Jews! 

N They struck his head with a reed and spat on 

him; and they went down on their knees to do him 

homage. And when they had finished making fun 

of him, they took off the purple and dressed him in 

his own clothes. 

 They enlisted a passer-by, Simon of Cyrene, 

father of Alexander and Rufus, who was coming 

in from the country, to carry his cross. They 

brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha, which 

means the place of the skull. 

 They offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but 

he refused it. Then they crucified him, and shared 

out his clothing, casting lots to decide what each 

should get. It was the third hour when they 

crucified him. The inscription giving the charge 

against him read: ‘The King of the Jews.’ And 

they crucified two robbers with him, one on his 

right and one on his left. 

 The passers-by jeered at him; they shook their 

heads and said, 

C Aha! So you would destroy the Temple and 
rebuild it in three days! Then save yourself: come 
down from the cross! 
N The chief priests and the scribes mocked him 
among themselves in the same way. They said, 
C He saved others; he cannot save himself. Let 
the Christ, the king of Israel, come down from the 
cross now, for us to see it and believe. 
N Even those who were crucified with him 
taunted him. 
 When the sixth hour came there was darkness 
over the whole land until the ninth hour. And at 
the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, 

 Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? 

N which means, ‘My God, my God, why have 
you deserted me?’ When some of those who stood 
by heard this, they said 
C Listen, he is calling on Elijah. 
N Someone ran and soaked a sponge in vinegar 
and, putting it on a reed, gave it him to drink, 
saying: 
V2 Wait and see if Elijah will come to take him 
down. 
N But Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. 
 (All kneel and pause for a moment.) 
 And the veil of the Temple was torn in two 
from top to bottom. The centurion, who was 
standing in front of him, had seen how he had 
died, and he said, 
V2 In truth this man was a son of God. 


