
 

 

Parish Priest:  Fr. Peter Mansfield     

Parish House:   1 Portnalls Road, Coulsdon, Surrey       CR5 3DD                                                       

Tel: 020 8660 2452          Email:  coulsdon@rcaos.org.uk    

Parish website:  www.st-aidans-parish.org.uk;  YouTube channel: St Aidans Coulsdon     

Parish YouTube channel:  St Aidans Coulsdon 

Church Hall enquiries:   staidanshallbookings@gmail.com     

Property maintenance, report issues:   staidanspremisesteam@gmail.com   

St. Aidan’s School:  01737556036 

Year B.                                              5th Sunday of Lent                          21st March 2021 

St Aidan’s Catholic Church  - Coulsdon 

 All Masses are streamed on the parish YouTube channel:    St Aidans Coulsdon 

          Sat Vigil    6pm               Anne Pearson RIP          Sunday readings  P 4 

Sunday      9am               Martha McGowan RIP 

                 11am               People of the Par ish   

Monday 10am                 Joseph Calafato RIP   

Tuesday 12 noon                1st anniversary of Covid lockdown.                                         

Wednesday 6.30pm         Welfare of Elethia Bailey                                                                

Thursday 10am              Edward Haran  RIP.   The Annunciation           

Friday   10am            Oscar  Alimenti RIP            

           Next Weekend:              Palm Sunday                                                           

Sat Vigil    6pm               Welfare of Chris Monaghan  

Sunday      9am               Eric & Donald Dourado RIP  

                 11am               People of the Par ish  

Fr Peter will 
stream ‘the Way of 
the Cross’ on Fri-
day at 8pm. Imag-
es from Westmin-
ster Cathedral 

Please pray for the sick and housebound: 
Christine Durbin, Sheila Phillips, Barbara & Geoff 
Wood,  Stewart Hunt, Maria Garcia-Barham, Mary 
Crehan, Claudette Lovell,  
Anne Walker, Josie Davitt, Mary Reynolds,  
Bernadette Blaquiere, Trudy Kiely,  James Tomlin,  
John Cooksey, Sarah Bell,  Joseph Darville,  
Sammy McCarroll,  
 
Currently there are many more ‘housebound’ due to the 
risk associated with Covid. 
 
If you know of anyone who should be on our parish 
sick list please let Fr Peter know. 

Purley Food Hub   purleyfoodhub@gmail.com  
Food items can be brought to ther church porch  
OR    You can leave bags of food outside the Parish 
House door, 1 Portnalls Rd CR5 3DD. 

WEST CROYDON REFUGEE CENTRE would 
be grateful for men's clothes either good second hand 
or new - warm jackets, jeans, tops, T shirts, gloves, 
scarves and hats. They currently have quite a lot of 
baby clothes but will still accept them.      Please leave 
bags of clothes outside the church door, they will be 
taken in mass times. 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation - Confession. 
Fr Peter will be available in Church after Mass on Wed evening 24th;   
Friday morn 26th after Mass;   Saturday 27th 12 noon - 12.30pm;   Monday morn 29th after Mass.  
Or by appointment. 



 

 

CHURCH BOOKINGS FOR GOOD FRIDAY AND EASTER SERVICES. 
The number of places available in church will still be very limited at Easter and so to avoid disappointment for peo-
ple arriving at the church door there has been an advance booking system open for a couple of weeks for the Good 
Friday service, the Easter Vigil and the Easter Sunday Masses. 
 
Good Friday 3pm: this service is now fully booked and has a substantial waiting list. No further applications can be 
taken for this.     Easter Vigil 8.30pm: plenty of spaces remain at this Mass.   Easter Sunday 9am:  is fully booked. 
Easter Sunday 11am: this Mass is fully booked and has a short waiting list. 
 
If you wish to book for the Vigil or go onto the waiting list for either of the morning Masses you can apply in one of 
the following ways: 
by email: leonie@thewildings.eclipse.co.uk     by phone: 07910 059141  
on paper using a form which is available in church. 
 
Whichever way you choose to apply please ensure you give your name, phone number or email address. State which 
of the Easter Masses you wish to attend and the names of those who wish to attend with you. 

Dear sisters & brothers, 
 
Like many people, I was taken aback to hear the Government’s announcement on Tuesday about 
plans to significantly increase the number of Trident nuclear UK warheads. It was presented in the 
context of a newfound freedom to bring leadership to the global stage. I also had difficulty understanding 
how this fitted in with the explanation given just a few days before for the zero pay increase for public 
sector workers and only 1% for nurses, namely that the coffers were low and to pay people what they 
deserve would place too great a burden on taxpayers. Added to that there was the same reason given for 
the reduction in the Overseas Aid budget which abandoned the commitment of 0.7% of GDP . 
 
I was therefore pleased to see the swift and united statement form all the main Christian leaders in the UK, 
responding to the Trident statement. I was good to see the names of two Catholic Bishops signing on 
behalf of the entire Bishops Conference. You can read it in full on P3. 

 
******************************************* 

Tuesday 23rd March will mark a year since the first Covid lockdown. Normally we do not have a 
scheduled Mass in church on Tuesdays but this Tuesday there will be a 12 noon Mass in order to pray for 
those who died and those who are suffering in so many ways due to the pandemic. You can read the 
Bishops’ statement on P4. calling us to make Tuesday a day of special prayer. 
 
A year ago I did not thin k that we would be preparing for another Holy Week and Easter under such strict 
restrictions. That having been said, we are in a better place than last Easter from a parish point of view. At 
that time we could only have streamed Holy Week and Easter services with just myself in church. 
 
As the pastor of St Aidan’s I am very mindful of the pain and distress that must have gone on and is still 
going on in your lives. It has been a year when I have at times felt very inadequate due to the fact that I 
have not been able to visit people in their own homes especially at moments of sadness like in times of 
bereavement and sickness. Only visits for ‘last rites’ were and still are permitted. 
 
I do not take for granted the privilege of having being able to celebrate Mass every day even when no one 
else could come into church. One of the things that has brought me consolation is the emphasis in our 
Catholic tradition of the Eucharist being the source and summit of all that we do. By that I don’t just mean 
doing for myself but for others, whether they be physically present or online or no longer in touch.  On 
days when I felt I had achieved little I would hear a little voice saying ‘you said Mass’. So it pleases me 
beyond words to have had such overwhelming feedback and gratitude from you for doing just that, - 
celebrating Mass, - among some other things. 
 

The other thing I have greatly valued  is that I am not alone as a pastor. St 

Aidan’s has always been a parish noted for lay involvement but in the past year 

many more people have got involved  here in serving Christ at this urgent 

moment, hearing his call to allow him to shepherd his people  through one 

another.     

    May this holy season of Lent be a time of blessing for you and yours,  



 

 

Extract from Archbishop John’s 
letter to clergy. 
 
The Fifth Sunday of Lent carries 
rich themes which may well 
capture our journey of conversion 
so far. ‘Sir, we should like to see Jesus’ said the 
groups of Greeks who approach Philip. They 
were intrigued by the Lord Jesus. They’d heard 
about Him, heard from Him, and wanted to 
know more. They sensed that here was 
something. More than this, here was someone 
new. And they were right. Their expectation 
was raised, their interest was captured. They 
had an openness which every disciple needs. No 
matter how long we have been following the 
Lord Jesus, we have not properly understood 
Him if we think there is nothing new to come. 
  
Believing in Christ means there is something 
fresh every day, every moment. He is Alpha 
and Omega, the beginning and the end. All time 
does belong to Him. More precisely, Christ is 
our beginning and end. Our time, our life, 
belongs to Him. Each second is His, but, 
importantly, we still need to give it over to Him. 
To want to see the Lord Jesus to want to live in 
friendship with Him. This means that we must 
be handed over to Him. We must hand 
ourselves over to Him. 
  
In the Scripture of Holy Week we will hear 
again how the Lord Jesus was handed over to be 
crucified for us. In our own way, we must each 
be handed over to Him. Only when the grain of 
wheat dies in the soil does it germinate and 
produce a harvest. If we only value and serve 
earthly things, then, eventually, we will lose 
them. But if we value and serve, and love, like 
Christ, holding on to things that really matter 
we will keep our life for eternity. What does 
this mean? It means what we live and die for, 
what we hold onto and let go of, has radical 
implication. How we live, the choices we make, 
the sacrifices and priorities by which we 
navigate the way ahead, can all give glory to the 
Father. They can glorify His Name and in doing 
so, we image something of the glory Christ 
gives to His Father through perfect loving 
obedience. 
  
‘When I am lifted up,’ says the Lord, ‘I will 
draw all people to myself.’ When we aspire to 
the full stature of our dignity in Christ, we too 
draw people to Him. Or rather, His Spirit in us, 
draws others, through us, to Himself. 
 
We continue to pray for those who suffer 
because of the pandemic, and everyone trying 
to overcome its effects.  

Church leaders across seven denominations have 
issued a statement following the publication of 
the UK Government’s integrated review of foreign and 
defence policies. 
 
Full Text 
“The Government’s decision in the integrated review of 
defence, security and foreign policy to increase the 
number of Trident nuclear warheads the UK can stockpile 
by more than 40 percent is a retrograde step that will not 
make any of us safer. 
“Our Trident submarines already carry warheads that in 
total have an explosive yield equivalent to hundreds of the 
bombs that were dropped on Hiroshima. It is immoral that 
the UK government is committing resources, which could 
be spent on the common good of our society, to 
stockpiling even more. 
“Over the last 50 years, the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty has restricted the increase in the number of 
nuclear weapons worldwide as well as the number of new 
nuclear-armed states. This announcement puts those 
gains in jeopardy and weakens collective action on non-
proliferation.  “Progress on reducing the threat from 
nuclear weapons will come through dialogue, diplomacy 
and principled action. The Government’s announcement 
today will complicate rather than aid this process. 
“The entry into force of the UN Treaty on the Prohibition in 
of Nuclear Weapons is an encouraging development. As 
people of faith, we join with millions across the world who 
are working towards the elimination of nuclear arsenals. 
“Living up to our responsibilities under the Non 
Proliferation Treaty would be a step towards realising that 
vision. We believe that ‘Global Britain’ should strive for 
peaceful and cooperative international relationships, and 
joint endeavour on climate change, global poverty and 
other challenges. This announcement takes us in a 
worrying and wholly wrong direction.” 
 
Signatories:   
 
Revd Clare Downing 
Moderator of General Assembly, United Reformed Church 
Bob Fyffe 
General Secretary, Churches Together in Britain & Ireland 
Bishop William Kenney 
Catholic Auxiliary Bishop of Birmingham  
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales 
Bishop Declan Lang 
Catholic Bishop of Clifton. 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales 
Revd David Mayne 
Moderator of the Baptist Union Council 
Most Revd and Rt Hon Stephen Cottrell 
Archbishop of York 
Most Revd John Davies 
Archbishop of Wales 
Paul Parker 
Recording Clerk, Quakers in Britain 
Revd Dr Joanna Penberthy 
Bishop of St Davids 
Revd Richard Teal 
President of the Methodist Church 
Carolyn Lawrence 
Vice-President of the Methodist Church 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/global-britain-in-a-competitive-age-the-integrated-review-of-security-defence-development-and-foreign-policy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/global-britain-in-a-competitive-age-the-integrated-review-of-security-defence-development-and-foreign-policy


 

 

Covid one year on - Tuesday 23 March 2021 

Below is Cardinal Vincent’s statement concerning 
the nations day of reflection announced by the 
government  for Tuesday to mark the anniversary of 
‘lockdown’. 

 

Here in our parish there will be a MASS at10am on 
Tuesday. 

 

We welcome the designation of Tuesday 23 March as 
a National Day of Reflection to mark the anniversary 
of the first national lockdown with a minute’s silence 
at midday and doorstep vigils of light at 8pm. 

 

We ask you all to make this not only a Day of 
Reflection but also a Day of Prayer. In reflection we 
ponder on all that has taken place; in prayer we bring 
this to our Heavenly Father. For all who live by faith 
in God, reflection and prayer always go hand in hand. 

Prayer completes reflection. Reflection informs 
prayer. Prayer opens our life to its true horizon. 
Without prayer we live in a foreshortened world and 
are more easily swamped by its clamour and tragedy. 
Throughout this difficult year, so many have been 
inspired by prayer, so much effort sustained in prayer, 
in every place. So let us make the 23 March truly a 
day of prayer. 

 

March 2020 was the first time our churches had to be 
closed. It is our hope that on this day, every one of 
our churches will be open. We invite everyone to 
enter a church on this day, to reflect and pray in the 
presence of the Blessed Sacrament. 

 

We know this will involve an extra effort, but this can 
be part of our important contribution to a significant 
moment in the life of our country. Indeed, we ask that 
you might invite a friend, neighbour or colleague to 
come to church with you as you make this visit. 

There is so much on which to reflect and include in 
our prayer. 

 

We reflect in sorrow on all those who have died, 
whether family members, friends or those unknown to 
us personally. We pray for them, asking our Father to 
welcome them into their heavenly home, the destiny 
for which God first gave us the gift of life. 

 

We reflect with compassion on all those who have 
suffered during this last year, whether through 
illness, stress, financial disaster or family 
tensions. We pray for their ongoing resilience, 
courage and capacity to forgive. 

We reflect with thanksgiving for the generosity, 
inventiveness, self-sacrifice and determination 
shown by so many in this most difficult of times. 
We pray for them, thanking God for their gifts 
and dedication, whether they are scientists, 
politicians, health workers, public servants of 
every kind, community leaders or steadfast family 
members and friends who continue to show such 
love and compassion. 

 

We reflect in hope that, as the pandemic is 
controlled and we open up our lives again, we will 
gather in the lessons we have learned and build 
our society into a better shape, more 
compassionate, less marked by inequalities, more 
responsive to needs and deprivation. We ask for 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit to guide and 
strengthen us in this endeavour, whether we are 
focussing on overcoming family breakdowns, 
economic recovery, or building political 
consensus. 

 

Christian prayer is, of course, centred on Jesus 
Christ, the one who is “lifted up” before us “so 
that everyone who believes may have eternal life 
in him” (John 3.13). We pray with Jesus, in him 
and through him, for he is the one who carries us, 
and our prayers, into the embracing presence of 
his Father. He is our comfort in sorrow, our 
strength in the face of need, our rejoicing in the 
gifts we celebrate and our hope in the face of the 
weighty darkness of death. 

 

May Tuesday 23 March be a great day of prayer 
that this pandemic comes to an end and that the 
gift of God’s Holy Spirit will carry us all forward 
to a new and better life, both here and in the world 
to come. 

 

Cardinal Vincent Nichols 
President  Archbishop of Westminster 

 

Archbishop Malcolm McMahon OP 
Vice-President  Archbishop of Liverpool 



 

 

O most holy St Aidan, our patron,
guide our parish in the way of the Gospel as you 
did in this land in ages past.
Protect us from the pandemic and all its 
consequences.
Help us to find ways of extending our pastoral care 
and spiritual support to those who are housebound 
or in any kind of need.
Intercede for us, that the Mass and the sacraments 
may become ever more accessible to God
people so that we may praise and glorify His name 
in word and song and be gathered together in 
great numbers to receive the 
which is Christ Jesus our Lord.      

Readings for this Sunday  

First Reading     Jeremiah 31:31-34 
See, the days are coming – it is the Lord who 
speaks – when I will make a new covenant with the 
House of Israel (and the House of Judah), but not a 
covenant like the one I made with their ancestors on 
the day I took them by the hand to bring them out of 
the land of Egypt. They broke that covenant of 
mine, so I had to show them who was master. It is 
the Lord who speaks. No, this is the covenant I will 
make with the House of Israel when those days ar-
rive – it is the Lord who speaks. Deep within them I 
will plant my Law, writing it on their hearts. Then I 
will be their God and they shall be my people. 
There will be no further need for neighbour to try to 
teach neighbour, or brother to say to brother, ‘Learn 
to know the Lord!’ No, they will all know me, the 
least no less than the greatest – it is the Lord who 
speaks – since I will forgive their iniquity and never 
call their sin to mind. 
 
Psalm 50(51):3-4,12-15 
A pure heart create for me, O God. 
 
Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness.  
In your compassion blot out my offence.  
O wash me more and more from my guilt  
and cleanse me from my sin. 
 
A pure heart create for me, O God,  
put a steadfast spirit within me.  
Do not cast me away from your presence,  
nor deprive me of your holy spirit. 
 
Give me again the joy of your help;  
with a spirit of fervour sustain me,  
that I may teach transgressors your ways  
and sinners may return to you. 

Second Reading                         Hebrews 5:7-9 
During his life on earth, Christ offered up prayer and 
entreaty, aloud and in silent tears, to the one who had 
the power to save him out of death, and he submitted 
so humbly that his prayer was heard. Although he 
was Son, he learnt to obey through suffering; but 
having been made perfect, he became for all who 
obey him the source of eternal salvation. 
 
Gospel John 12:20-33 
Among those who went up to worship at the festival 
were some Greeks. These approached Philip, who 
came from Bethsaida in Galilee, and put this request 
to him, ‘Sir, we should like to see Jesus.’ Philip went 
to tell Andrew, and Andrew and Philip together went 
to tell Jesus. Jesus replied to them: ‘Now the hour 
has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. I tell 
you, most solemnly, unless a wheat grain falls on the 
ground and dies, it remains only a single grain; but if 
it dies, it yields a rich harvest. Anyone who loves his 
life loses it; anyone who hates his life in this world 
will keep it for the eternal life. If a man serves me, 
he must follow me, wherever I am, my servant will 
be there too. If anyone serves me, my Father will 
honour him. Now my soul is troubled. What shall I 
say: Father, save me from this hour? But it was for 
this very reason that I have come to this hour. 
Father, glorify your name!’A voice came from heav-
en, ‘I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.’ 
People standing by, who heard this, said it was a clap 
of thunder; others said, ‘It was an angel speaking to 
him.’ Jesus answered, ‘It was not for my sake that 
this voice came, but for yours. ‘Now sentence is be-
ing passed on this world; now the prince of this 
world is to be overthrown. And when I am lifted up 
from the earth, I shall draw all men to myself.’ By 
these words he indicated the kind of death he would 
die. 

God our Loving Father, 
pour out on us afresh the gifts of your Holy Spirit. 
Open our ears to hear your Word, 
open our eyes to see your presence, 
open our minds to understand your Wisdom 
and open our hearts to be more available 
for your mission 
so that strengthened by your grace 
we can truly be a sign and instrument 
of your presence in our world today. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen   


