
 

 

Parish Priest:  Fr. Peter Mansfield     

Parish House:   1 Portnalls Road, Coulsdon, Surrey       CR5 3DD                                                       

Tel: 020 8660 2452          Email:  coulsdon@rcaos.org.uk    

Parish website:  www.st-aidans-parish.org.uk;  YouTube channel: St Aidans Coulsdon     

Parish YouTube channel:  St Aidans Coulsdon 

Church Hall enquiries:   staidanshallbookings@gmail.com     

Property maintenance, report issues:   staidanspremisesteam@gmail.com   

St. Aidan’s School:  01737556036 

Year B.                                            1st Sunday of Lent.                             21st Feb. 2021 

St Aidan’s Catholic Church  - Coulsdon 

 All Masses are streamed on the parish YouTube channel:    St Aidans Coulsdon   

Sunday   10am                 Evelyn Browning RIP                              Readings for this Sunday are on P 4 

Monday 10am            Christy Tarrant                 The Chair of St Peter the Apostle  

Tuesday                           NO MASS IN CHURCH                                                                           

Wednesday 6.30pm        Tony & Brenda Crowley                                   

Thursday 10am               Daniel Sapsford RIP                                                      

Friday      10am               Eddie Moniz RIP                                                                     

Saturday   6pm                Chr istelle & Eustace Weeresinghe RIP                                                 

                 Next Sunday:              2nd  Sunday of Lent                                                              

Sunday    11am               Paul McCarroll RIP    

A Lenten Journey       -  by St Aidan’s liturgy team. 
 
The forty days of Lent are for us a journey with Jesus – beginning with the 
temptations in the desert and taking us with him to Jerusalem, so that we may 
die with him and rise with him on Easter Sunday. In his Lenten message for 
2017 Pope Francis prayed, "May the Holy Spirit lead us on a true journey of 
conversion, so that we can rediscover the gift of God’s word, be purified of the 
sin that blinds us, and serve Christ present in our brothers and sisters in need." 
In front of the lectern we have a lectern fall made with hessian, which 
represents sackcloth, a traditional sign of repentance. On it there is a 
representation of "The Way of Life". The original on which this is based is a 
massive cast-aluminium sculpture by Jonathan Clarke on the wall of Ely 
Cathedral. It reminds us that life is far from straightforward. Along its many 
twists and turns Christ travels with us from darkness to the light of the cross. 
The simple, sombre tone of the lectern fall reminds us that Lent is a time of self
-denial. If we are to walk with Jesus on our Lenten pilgrimage we need to pack 
light: to set aside distractions and things that hold us back, and to focus on 
what really matters. Also on the lectern fall is a shell, the universal symbol of 
pilgrimage. We will add a shell to the cross each each week to symbolise our 
journey through Lent.  

During Lent Fr Peter will 
stream ‘the Way of the Cross’ 
on Fridays at 8pm. 
 
This will be on the same 
YouTube channel as our  
Masses. 

Pope Francis’ Ash Wednesday 2021 homily .   “No matter how often we stumble, we can always turn to the 
Cross of Christ and contemplate in His wounds our own shortcomings and emptiness. By kissing those wounds, we 
will come to realize that there, in life’s most painful wounds, God awaits us with His infinite mercy.” 



 

 

Dear sisters and brothers, 
 
Today is the first Sunday of Lent. For  anyone 
who did not manage to read last Sunday’s 
newsletter it can be found HERE. There are some 
reflections there to help us focus on this special 
season where we can take stock of our lives as we 
move forward on our baptismal journey-in-faith. 
 
The Croydon 2021 Lenten prayer booklet can be 
accessed online this year, HERE. 

  
*********************** 

The annual report for the parish accounts was 
published last week. The spreadsheet for 2020 can 
still be viewed HERE. 
 

*********************** 
Church opening.   At the Par ish Pastoral 
Council meeting on Thursday we decided to begin 
opening the church as from Monday  
22 Feb. There was a strong feeling that the latest 
statistics are encouraging even if for some time to 
come we will need to be very careful and not let 
our guard down. The virus is not going away but 
with many people now vaccinated, especially the 
elderly, there is reason for some optimism. 
 
Weekday Masses.  All weekday Masses will be 
open but for the first week we request that people 
attend no more than one Mass during the week.  
Sunday Masses. Saturday 6pm and Sunday 
11am will be open from 27 /28 February.  
The 9am Sunday Mass will be added to the 
schedule on Sunday 7 March unless attendance is 
low on the first open weekend.  
 
Track & Trace registration has to continue put 
please note that you must register online or bring 
your piece of paper with name and a contact detail 
with you. It must be placed in the red basket as 
before. We are discouraging people from doing it at 
church because it creates an unnecessary risk when 
writing on tables and benches. Traces of Covid can 
be deposited and picked up from surfaces in that 
way.    For online T&T registration you may do it 
via our "Contact Us" tab on the website  
https://st-aidans-parish.org.uk/contact-2/  
Or find it HERE. 
 

*********************** 
 

Let the words of blessing in the 

missal for today’s Mass  bring you 

comfort : 

 
May bountiful blessing, O Lord, we pray, 
come down upon your people, 
that hope may grow in tribulation, 
virtue be strengthened in temptation, 
and eternal redemption be assured. 

 

Extract from Archbishop John’s recent 
letter to the clergy of the diocese. 
 
On Wednesday we began the Season of 
Lent. We entered the wilderness with the 
Lord Jesus in order to understand more 
about Him and about ourselves as the 
person He loves, the person He calls, the 
person He invites to die and rise with Him. Perhaps, the 
past few months have already felt like an experience of 
Lent, and even more so of the desert. I think we all have a 
sense of this. This particular Lent, maybe we can focus 
more clearly and simply on our inner attentiveness to the 
Lord, our relationship of friendship with Christ, desiring to 
place Him more centrally in our heart so that we might 
deepen the love we have for the Lord our God and for 
loving our neighbour as ourselves. 
  
Depending which Sunday morning Masses I celebrated in 
my first parish, I sometimes used to sit with the 
housekeeper to watch a religious magazine programme 
called ‘First Light.’ It was a mixture of interviews and 
reflections, music and prayer. Of particular interest was 
the feature called ‘The Spiritual Survivor.’ Someone 
relatively famous was invited to make a spiritual survival 
kit, which if they were cast off into a lonely place, would 
help maintain their life of faith. They were allowed three 
things: an object, some words, and a memory, and were 
invited to explain their choices. An object, some words, a 
memory to sustain our faith. I wonder what you would 
choose? 
  
By accepting the call to repentance and conversion this 
Lent we choose to meet our temptations in the wilderness, 
to be castaways with our imperfections - the satisfaction of 
the material, the compromise of truth, the refusal to trust. 
In practice, how we cope will depend to some extent on 
how well we are equipped, what we carry in our spiritual 
survival kit. Let me share with you what's going in mine: 
  
For the object - I take a book of Stations of the Cross. 
Being a disciple means sharing Christ's lot; it involves 
sacrifice, denying myself to pick up my cross, walking the 
way He walked, dying to myself that I might rise to new life 
with Him. 
  
For the words - I take the simple phrase I saw on a 
plaque on a presbytery wall: ‘Have you prayed about it?’ 
There are things, temptations, and struggles, we don't 
pray about. Maybe because we’re uncomfortable before 
God, possibly because we’ve prayed before and nothing 
has happened. Can I face the challenge of honestly 
bringing my temptations and struggles to the foot of the 
cross in prayer? 
  
For the Memory - I take the last time I heard the words of 
absolution, of sacramental forgiveness . These are words 
I need to hear often; forgiveness for when I have failed 
through sin. The memory of confession, of reconciliation 
with the Father of Mercies in the past, is my incentive to 
seek it often again future. 
  
These are my Lenten weapons, my survival kit for the 
wilderness. I wonder what yours might be.  
 
We continue to pray for all those suffering because of the 
pandemic and all those trying to overcome its effects.  

https://st-aidans-parish.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/NL140221.pdf
https://www.stjohnsshirley.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/CCF-Transform-Croydon-prayer-booklet-2021-.pdf
https://st-aidans-parish.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Accounts-Summary-for-Parish-2020-as-at-31DEC2020.pdf
https://st-aidans-parish.org.uk/contact-2/


 

 

During a church service Mrs Smith 
was fumbling in her purse for her 
offering when a large television 
remote fell out and clattered into the 
aisle. 
The curious steward bent over to 
retrieve it for her and whispered,  
“Do you always carry your TV remote 
to church?” 
“No,” she replied, “but my husband 
refused to come with me this 
morning, and I figured this would 
teach him a lesson.” 
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Right To Life UK     
 
PRAYER 
“As we begin this season of Lent, 
we offer up the fruits of our daily sacrifices for the 
needs of the most vulnerable in society. We think 
especially of the poor, the lonely and the unborn. 
That the Lord would see their needs and pour out 
his love and blessing upon them.”  

 
RTL is an all-Party Parliamentary Pro-Life Group. The 
purpose of the group is to provide a forum for 
discussion of pro-life issues including abortion, 
euthanasia and research upon the human embryo.  
Please visit the website HERE  

Purley Food Hub   purleyfoodhub@gmail.com   
While church is closed you may deliver directly to  
906 Brighton Road, Purley, Surrey CR8 2LN  
Tel: 07546 635295  
OR    You can leave bags of food outside the 
Parish House door, 1 Portnalls Rd CR5 3DD. 
February priorities:  Small 500g Bags of Sugar = Hot 
Chocolate Drink requiring only water = Jars of Peanut 
Butter = Jars of Fish Paste & Meat Paste = Small 
Bottles of Squash/Cartons of Long Life Fruit Juice = 
Packets of Dried Potato = Tinned Dessert Fruit = 
Microwavable Meals for Toddlers 1-2 Years = 
Washing Powder Tablets/Capsules = Unisex Deodorant 
= Small Unisex Shampoo 

WEST CROYDON REFUGEE CENTRE  
would be grateful for men's clothes either good 
second hand or new - warm jackets, jeans, tops, T 
shirts, gloves, scarves and hats. They currently 
have quite a lot of baby clothes but will still 
accept them.      Please leave bags of clothes 
outside the church door, they will be taken in 
mass times. 
 
PETER HALL RIP.   Peter was the co-ordinator 
at the Refugee Centre since 2013 until summer 
2020 when he had to retire because of ill health. 
He was recovering but sadly died from Covid on 
Jan 24. He was an amazing person who improved 
the lives of many refugees and will be sorely 
missed by both staff and clients. 

Please pray for the sick and housebound: 
Barbara & Geoff Wood, Sheila Phillips,  
Ashley McKillop, Stewart Hunt, Maria Garcia-Barham, 
Mary Crehan, Claudette Lovell, Anne Walker,   
Josie Davitt, Mary Reynolds, Bernadette Blaquiere, 
Trudy Kiely,  James Tomlin, John Cooksey, Sarah Bell,  
Joseph Darville, Sammy McCarroll,  
 
Currently there are many more ‘housebound’ due to the 
risk associated with Covid. 
 
If you know of anyone who should be on our parish 
sick list please let Fr Peter know. 

CAFOD Family Fast Day 26th February 
  
Please support CAFOD Family Fast Day on Friday 
26th February by visiting their 
website: cafod.org.uk/lent. 
Unfortunately this year we will not be able to 
distribute collection envelopes; however it is 
easy to donate online and there are several other 
ideas of things we can do during Lent to support 
CAFOD projects. 
 
We will also have the second collection at church 
next weekend for the Fast Day. 

Current news items from the Bishops 
conference of England & Wales  ……  
 
Do Not Resuscitate’ orders – people with 
learning disabilities 
Bishop Richard Moth has issued a statement 
expressing distress that people with learning 
disabilities have been given Do Not Attempt 
Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (DNACPR) orders 
during the second wave of the  
Covid-19 pandemic. Read more HERE. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Use of military barracks as accommodation 
for asylum seekers “irresponsible” 
Cardinal Vincent Nichols and Bishop Paul 
McAleenan, Lead Bishop for Migrants and 
Refugees, added their voices to those of a 
number of the country’s Christian leaders calling 
on the Home Office to stop the use of disused 
military barracks as accommodation for asylum 
seekers.   Read more HERE.  

Advance bookings for Easter 
Please note that we will need to do advance 
bookings for the Good Friday service and Easter 
Masses.  
More information about this next weekend. 

https://righttolife.org.uk/standupandsmile
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/do-not-resuscitate-orders-learning-disabilities/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/use-of-military-barracks-as-accommodation-for-asylum-seekers-irresponsible/


 

 

Readings for this Sunday  

First Reading   Genesis 9:8-15 
 
God spoke to Noah and his sons, ‘See, I establish my 
Covenant with you, and with your descendants after 
you; also with every living creature to be found with 
you, birds, cattle and every wild beast with you: eve-
rything that came out of the ark, everything that lives 
on the earth. I establish my Covenant with you: no 
thing of flesh shall be swept away again by the wa-
ters of the flood. There shall be no flood to destroy 
the earth again.’ God said, ‘Here is the sign of the 
Covenant I make between myself and you and every 
living creature with you for all generations: I set my 
bow in the clouds and it shall be a sign of the Cove-
nant between me and the earth. When I gather the 
clouds over the earth and the bow appears in the 
clouds, I will recall the Covenant between myself 
and you and every living creature of every kind. And 
so the waters shall never again become a flood to 
destroy all things of flesh.’ 
 
Psalm 24(25):4-6,7b-9 
 

Your ways, Lord, are faithfulness and love  
for those who keep your covenant. 

 
Lord, make me know your ways. Lord, teach me 
your paths. Make me walk in your truth, and teach 
me: for you are God my saviour. 
 
Remember your mercy, Lord, and the love you have 
shown from of old. In your love remember 
me,  because of your goodness, O Lord. 

The Lord is good and upright. He shows the path 
to those who stray, He guides the humble in the 
right path, He teaches his way to the poor. 
 
Second Reading      1 Peter 3:18-22 
 
Christ himself, innocent though he was, died once 
for sins, died for the guilty, to lead us to God. In 
the body he was put to death, in the spirit he was 
raised to life, and, in the spirit, he went to preach 
to the spirits in prison. Now it was long ago, when 
Noah was still building that ark which saved only a 
small group of eight people ‘by water’, and when 
God was still waiting patiently, that these spirits 
refused to believe. That water is a type of the bap-
tism which saves you now, and which is not the 
washing off of physical dirt but a pledge made to 
God from a good conscience, through the resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ, who has entered heaven and is 
at God’s right hand, now that he has made the an-
gels and Dominations and Powers his subjects. 
 
Gospel    Mark 1:12-15 
 
The Spirit drove Jesus out into the wilderness and 
he remained there for forty days, and was tempted 
by Satan. He was with the wild beasts, and the an-
gels looked after him. After John had been arrest-
ed, Jesus went into Galilee. There he proclaimed 
the Good News from God. ‘The time has come’ he 
said ‘and the kingdom of God is close at hand. Re-
pent, and believe the Good News.’ 
 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
We regret that the annual World Day of Prayer 
service advertised for 5th March at Coulsdon 
Methodist Church has had to be postponed due to 
current Covid 19 restrictions. 
 
All being well, we are planning to reschedule the 
service sometime after Easter but at the moment 
cannot give an exact date. 
 
In the meantime, we invite you, in your own home, 
to join in the wave of prayer on Friday, 5th March, 
with Christians all over the world, especially 
remembering the people of Vanuatu, [an island 
1,200 miles west of Brisbane in the Coral Sea]  
who have inspired this year’s service on the theme 
“Build on a Strong Foundation”,  
using this prayer:- 
 

ROCK OF AGES 
Father God and Rock of Ages, 
thank you for the World Day or Prayer;   
for the islands of Vanuatu;   
for their people, land, culture and faith. 
 
See the condition of those trying to improve their 
lives, struggling with difficult situations:  
the environment challenging their livelihood; 
the daily worries they face. 
 
Strengthen their hope and their faith in you, Lord. 
Bring relief to each sad soul. 
May they find strength through your unchanging 
Word to build on a Strong Foundation. 
 
O Christ, embrace Vanuatu and this nation. 
May your Word empower us too in the year 2021. 

Details of a diocesan online retreat for Lent are available HERE. 

http://www.southwarkdsc.org.uk/followme

