
 

 

Parish Priest:  Fr. Peter Mansfield     

Parish House:   1 Portnalls Road, Coulsdon, Surrey       CR5 3DD                                                       

Tel: 020 8660 2452          Email:  coulsdon@rcaos.org.uk    

Parish website:  www.st-aidans-parish.org.uk;  YouTube channel: St Aidans Coulsdon     

Church Hall enquiries:   staidanshallbookings@gmail.com     

Property maintenance, report issues:   staidanspremisesteam@gmail.com 

St. Aidan’s School:  01737556036 

Year B.                                            Baptism of the Lord                         10th  Jan. 2021 

St Aidan’s Catholic Church  - Coulsdon 

 All Masses are streamed on the parish YouTube channel:    St Aidans Coulsdon   

Sat 6pm  6pm Vigil   Owen & June Simon RIP        Readings for this Sunday are on P 4.             

Sunday    9am          Michael Crowe RIP 

                11am         Anne Regan’s Intentions  

Monday   12pm            Funeral Mass for  Evelyn Browning RIP. 

Tuesday      NO MASS  IN CHURCH               (Mary Nellie Jean Morgan  RIP) 

Wednesday  6.30pm       Fr  Edward Har tley RIP        

Thursday     10am The Holy Souls  

Friday   12pm           Funeral Mass for  Eufrecinia (Sannie) Liguori  RIP.                                                                         

* Saturday  10am           Joseph Walker  RIP & Joanne Henderson RIP   

* Sunday    10am           Bernadette McCaffrey RIP  

After Sunday, all parish Masses are closed for the time being but will be streamed. There will be an 
update on next weekend’s newsletter. In the meantime Saturday Mass will be 10am and Sunday Mass will 
be 10am until we reopen the church. 
 
Currently there are six funerals which are scheduled at St Aidan’s or awaiting dates. This will mean 
changes to the weekday Mass schedule including changes to the dates of existing Mass intentions. This 
week there are funerals on Monday and Friday at 12 noon. Both will be streamed but attendance is subject 
to the Covid cap of 30 people invited by the families. 

Please pray for the sick and housebound: 
 
Derek Devine, Ashley McKillop, Maria Garcia-
Barham, Mary Crehan, Baby Sophie Gouveia, Stewart 
Hunt, Lesley Leavey, Claudette Lovell, Anne Walker,  
Josie Davitt, Mary Reynolds, Bernadette Blaquiere,  
Trudy Kiely,  James Tomlin, John Cooksey, Sarah Bell,   
Joseph Darville, Sammy McCarroll, Barbara & Geoff 
Wood. 
 
There are many more ‘housebound’ due to the risk 
associated with Covid. 
 
If you know of anyone who should be on our parish 
sick list please let Fr Peter know. 

We remember in our prayers those who have 
died recently. 
 
In the past week we have lost Jean Agius and  
Anne Barrett, both much loved members of our 
parish. Our thoughts and prayers are with their 
families and all their loved ones. 
 
We also heard of the death of Fred DuCasse (West 
Croydon). His sister Paula Kilkelly is a parishioner 
here at St Aidan’s. Our thoughts and prayers are 
with Fred’s family. 

 
May they rest in peace and rise in glory. 



 

 

OFFERTORY INCOME …. December 2020 
  
The figures below reflects the latest average weekly 
income for the period 12th to 20th Dec. 
 
Gift-aided cash £142;    Cash not gift-aided  £248;  
Standing orders, gift-aided: £530.      

 
Average weekly income:  £ 920.                
                 Thank you. 
                                                       

It costs just over £1,000 per week to run  
St Aidan’s parish.   
 
Please consider making a standing order for your 
offertory contributions.  Contact our treasurer  
Peter McFall to get the details 
coulsdontreasurer@rcaos.org.uk    
or leave a note for him with Fr Peter. 

200 Club – December 2020 Winner 

The monthly draw for the 200 Club was made on 
Monday 4th January 2021. The winner was 
Number 30 belonging to Jonathan Clancy. 
Congratulations to him – he is the winner of the 
monthly prize of £200. 

The January draw will take place after the 9.00am 
Mass on Sunday 31st January 2021. 

If you are not already a member of the 200 Club, 
and wish to join before the January draw takes 
place, there is plenty of time to do so. The cost is 
£25 a year, and there is a monthly prize of £200. 
All profits go to our church. If you wish to join, or 
you wish to apply for additional numbers (up to a 
maximum of 4), or if you want the complete list of 
the 39 available numbers, please contact Peter 
McFall at coulsdontreasurer@rcaos.org.uk 

MARIAGE ENRICHMENT. 
Covid 19—a very challenging time for many 
marriages. 
 
So much uncertainty around, health, income, 
employment, vulnerable family members, children, 
housing.. Different ways of seeing things, coping 
with change, managing fears can be a source of 
conflict and stress. It can is difficult to talk, to 
listen to support and comfort when there is so much 
uncertainty. Being together all the time, brings 
even more challenges. You just can’t cope, would 
be better apart you wonder. 
Retrouvaille is a programme to support couples, it 
brings a positive focus, new hope and helps nourish 
and grow your marriage ….and you don’t need to 
leave home, it comes to you! 
For confidential information about Retrouvaille’, or 
to register for the next programme, a Virtual 
weekend commencing on 25th- 28th February 2021 
Call or text 0788 7296983 or 0797 3380443.   
Email:  retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com – or visit 
www.retrouvaille.org.uk 

Reflection   -    Baptism of the Jesus.                                                   © Fr Kieran O’Mahony 
 
In all our lives, there are “before and after” moments, whatever they might be (parenthood, marriage, 
career, etc.). In my life as a disciple, can I name any particular “before and after” moments? This probably 
won’t include baptism, because mostly we were just babies. But later, what happened to bring faith alive 
and to help me grow up as a believer? Such reflection may help us grasp the significance of John’s baptism 
for Jesus himself. For him, it was a true “before and after” event, sustained by the ringing affirmation, 
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
 
Prayer. 

Father, we are all your beloved sons and daughters;  
we dare to say that with us too you are well pleased.  
Help us embrace our new reality  
by letting ourselves be loved by you.  
Amen.  
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Dear sisters & brothers, 
 
‘Stay at home’ is the best advice in the current circumstances with Covid rapidly spreading. 
St Aidan’s will open this weekend for those who turn up but will close from Monday  
11th January for the time being. 
  
The third ‘lockdown’ in England began on Wednesday 6th January. It shows an understanding of the role 
of churches and faith groups that so far in this phase we have not been required to close by law. It is also a 
tribute to stewards and others that church communities are seen to be acting responsibly in these times. 
 
The Archbishop has given parish priests authority to close a church for a period if local circumstances 
require it. There are two main reasons for closing a church. One is if stewards feel unable to continue 
volunteering due to their personal circumstances including their families. The other is if the level of the 
virus makes it unsafe to open the church for Masses. 
 
Here at St Aidan’s over half of the stewards have indicated that they feel unable to continue volunteering 
for the time being due to their responsibility to their families at this very difficult time. Several have 
concerns for their own health and that of those they serve at church. We therefore would not be able to 
provide the required supervision for public Masses after Sunday 10th January.  
 
My personal view is that St Aidan’s is as safe as we can manage. However, that level of safety may not be 
sufficient to protect those attending church from the present aggressive spread of the new virus strain. 
Added to that, we are in an area that is designated as ‘critical incident’ for hospitals and emergency 
services. It would therefore seem safest to heed the government appeal to ‘stay at home’. 
 
I am asking people not to come to church this weekend 9/10 January or for the immediate future until we 
are through this phase of the pandemic. The church will be open for Masses this weekend for those who 
have not had a chance to read this advice. It will be closed as from Monday 11th January except for 
funerals and baptisms that take place under the Government’s Covid rules. 
 
Please pass this information on to anyone you think may not have the means to receive it through the 
website or email. 

 

God bless you and keep safe. 

 

On this the feast of the Baptism of the Lord, 
Archbishop John shares with us his  
Litany of Baptismal Thanksgiving . 

 

As you were baptised in the Jordan, Lord, 
the worship of the Trinity was made manifest: 
for the voice of the Father 
bore witness to you, 
naming you the Beloved Son; 
and the Spirit, in the form of a dove, 
confirmed the sureness of the word. 
Christ God, who appeared and 
enlightened the world, glory to you. Amen 
  
 
For the beauty of creation  
 

R. Almighty God, we thank you. 

For the waters of the earth R. 
For the Word made Flesh R. 
For the witness of John the Baptist R. 
For the words of the Father R. 
For the presence of the Son R. 
For the action of the Spirit R. 
For Christ's death and resurrection R. 
For freedom from sin R. 
For freedom from death R. 
For the gift of baptism R. 
For the day we were baptised R. 
For all who are baptised R. 
For all who are seeking baptism R. 
That all might share Christ's life R. 
  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning is now 
and ever shall be, world without end.    Amen 



 

 

Readings for Mass 
for this Sunday. 

First Reading               Isaiah 55:1-11 

Thus says the Lord: Oh, come to the water all you 
who are thirsty; though you have no money, come! 
Buy corn without money, and eat, and, at no cost, 
wine and milk. Why spend money on what is not 
bread, your wages on what fails to satisfy? Listen, 
listen to me, and you will have good things to eat 
and rich food to enjoy. Pay attention, come to me; 
listen, and your soul will live. With you I will make 
an everlasting covenant out of the favours promised 
to David. See, I have made of you a witness to the 
peoples, a leader and a master of the nations. See, 
you will summon a nation you never knew, those 
unknown will come hurrying to you, for the sake of 
the Lord your God, of the Holy One of Israel who 
will glorify you. Seek the Lord while he is still to be 
found, call to him while he is still near. Let the 
wicked man abandon his way, the evil man his 
thoughts. Let him turn back to the Lord who will 
take pity on him, to our God who is rich in forgiv-
ing; for my thoughts are not your thoughts, my ways 
not your ways – it is the Lord who speaks. Yes, the 
heavens are as high above earth as my ways are 
above your ways, my thoughts above your thoughts. 
Yes, as the rain and the snow come down from the 
heavens and do not return without watering the 
earth, making it yield and giving growth to provide 
seed for the sower and bread for the eating, so the 
word that goes from my mouth does not return to me 
empty, without carrying out my will and succeeding 
in what it was sent to do. 

Psalm   Isaiah 12 
 
With joy you will draw water  
from the wells of salvation. 
 
Truly, God is my salvation, I trust, I shall not fear.  
For the Lord is my strength, my song,  
he became my saviour. 
 
Give thanks to the Lord, give praise to his  name !    
Make his mighty deeds known to the peoples!  
Declare the greatness of his name. 
 
Sing a psalm to the Lord  
for he has done glorious deeds;  
make them known to all the earth!  
People of Zion, sing and shout for joy,  
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel 

Gospel                                Mark 1:7-11 

In the course of his preaching John the Baptist said: 
‘Someone is following me, someone who is more 
powerful than I am, and I am not fit to kneel down 
and undo the strap of his sandals. I have baptised 
you with water, but he will baptise you with the 
Holy Spirit. It was at this time that Jesus came from 
Nazareth in Galilee and was baptised in the Jordan 
by John. No sooner had he come up out of the wa-
ter than he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spir-
it, like a dove, descending on him. And a voice 
came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; 
my favour rests on you.’ 

Second Reading                1 John 5:1-9 

Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ has been 
begotten by God; and whoever loves the Father that 
begot him loves the child whom he begets. We can 
be sure that we love God’s children if we love God 
himself and do what he has commanded us; this is 
what loving God is keeping his commandments; 
and his commandments are not difficult, because 
anyone who has been begotten by God has already 
overcome the world; this is the victory over the 
world – our faith. Who can overcome the world? 
Only the man who believes that Jesus is the Son of 
God: 
Jesus Christ who came by water and blood, not with 
water only, but with water and blood; with the Spir-
it as another witness – since the Spirit is the truth – 
so that there are three witnesses, the Spirit, the wa-
ter and the blood, and all three of them agree. We 
accept the testimony of human witnesses, but God’s 
testimony is much greater, and this is God’s testi-
mony, given as evidence for his Son. 

Gospel  acclamation          cf.Jn1:29 
 
Alleluia, alleluia!        John saw Jesus coming to-
wards him, and said:   This is the Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sin of the world.  Alleluia! 


