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Year B.   2nd Sunday after Christmas with the liturgy of the Epiphany.  3rd Jan. 2021 

St Aidan’s Catholic Church  - Coulsdon 

Please pray for the sick and housebound: 
 
Fred DuCasse, Anne Barrett, Jean Agius, Derek Devine, Ashley 
McKillop, Maria Garcia-Barham, Mary Crehan, Baby Sophie Gouveia, 
Stewart Hunt, Lesley Leavey, Claudette Lovell, Anne Walker,  Josie 
Davitt, Mary Reynolds, Bernadette Blaquiere,  
Trudy Kiely,  James Tomlin, John Cooksey, Sarah Bell,   
Joseph Darville, Sammy McCarroll, Barbara & Geoff Wood. 
 
There are many more ‘housebound’ due to the risk associated with 
Covid. 
If you know of anyone who should be on our parish sick list please 
let Fr Peter know. 

 All Masses are streamed on the parish YouTube channel:    St Aidans Coulsdon   

Sat 6pm  6pm Vigil   Felice Prince -Wright RIP. 

Sunday    9am          Stanley Almeida RIP 

                11am         Eileen & John Joyce’s intentions. 

 

Monday   10am            Anne & Tom Hyland RIP  

Tuesday      NO MASS  IN CHURCH       (People of the Parish )                

Wednesday  10am    EPIPHANY   Rita Durkin RIP      

Thursday     10am          James Roach (Lee) RIP 

Friday    6.30pm       Fr  Gregory Moore RIP 

 

Sunday: Baptism of the Lord.                                                                           

Saturday     6pm Vigil   Owen & June Simon RIP       

Sunday     9am            Mary Nellie Jean Morgan            11am   Anne Regan’s Intentions and thanksgiving. 

Mass readings for this Sunday are on P 3 

St Aidan’s Primary school.      Additional Virtual  Tour 
There will be an additional virtual (Zoom) tour for prospective parents 
of St Aidan’s Catholic Primary School on Friday 8th Jan at 11am. 
Please email the school office  
admin@st-aidans.croydon.sch.uk  to book a space and receive a link. 
The closing date for applications for Reception class Sept 2021 is 
15th Jan 2020 – this is the date for both the online form and the supple-
mentary form, which needs to be returned directly to the school. 

We do not currently operate a 
booking system for Masses, it is 
first come first served. Christ-
mas was an exception to this. 
Generally, we can accommodate  
everyone who arrives at Church. 
 
We continue to offer  
Track & Trace registration 
online or at church. This is not a 
booking for Mass. 

mailto:admin@st-aidans.croydon.sch.uk


 

 

Dear sisters & brothers, 
 
Wednesday 6th January is by tradition the feast of the Epiphany. Normally it would be a holy day 
of obligation. However, while the pandemic lasts there are no days of ‘obligation’ for attendance at Mass. 
In view of this and of the fact that an evening Mass would require stewards / cleaners and is unlikely to 
attract many people, I have asked Bishop Paul to grant permission for all the Masses at St Aidan’s this 
Sunday, including the Saturday vigil Mass, be an anticipated liturgy of the Epiphany. He has willing 
agreed. However, I will still celebrate one Mass on the 6th January at 10am which will also be the liturgy 
of the Epiphany.                         The Mass on Friday 8th January will not be at 10am, it will be at 6.30pm. 
 
The word ‘epiphany’ means ‘manifestation’, as in something being revealed.  Just as the shepherds 
symbolised the poor and lowly of Israel, the wise men represent the nations of the world receiving the 
revelation of Christ as the leader for all peoples. They bring prophetic rather than practical gifts. Gold for 
a king; Frankincense, - which is incence offered to God, (indicating the divinity of the child) and offered 
by a priest (the priesthood of Jesus who will offer sacrifice for all humanity); Myrrh is a more cryptic 
symbol as it is the ointment for a dead body. In his book, ‘Jesus of Nazareth - the Infancy Narratives’, 
Benedict XVI says that myrrh was poured on dead bodies to impede the process of decay and in that sense 
it symbolises a power acting against the process of death. On the first Easter when the women went to the 
tomb of Jesus to anoint the body with myrrh, they found they did not need to use it, because Christ’s decay 
in the tomb was fully overcome by the resurrection. In that sense, Benedict proposes that rather than being 
a symbol only of death, the myrrh of the Wise Men is a symbol of an antidote to death which ultimately is 
the resurrection. (cf. P106) 
 
In the Christmas homily I was reflecting on how as Christians we are ‘participants in’ and not ‘spectators 
of’ the Christmas mystery. This truth is alluded to in the post communion prayer of today’s Mass of the 
Epiphany: 
 

‘Go before us with (the star of ) heavenly light O Lord, always and everywhere,  
that we may perceive with clear sight and revere with true affection  
the mystery in which you have willed us to participate.’ 
 

********************************************* 
Some Epiphany reflections …….. 
 
Pope Francis - homily for Epiphany 2020.  
Today each one of us can ask: “Am I a Christian who worships?” Many Christians pray but they do not 
worship. Let us ask ourselves this question: Do we find time for worship in our daily schedules and do we 
make room for worship in our communities? It is up to us, as a Church, to put into practice the words we 
prayed in today’s Psalm: “All the peoples on earth will worship you, O Lord”. In worshiping, we too will 
discover, like the Magi, the meaning of our journey. And like the Magi, we too will experience “a great 
joy” (Mt2:10).  
 
Pope Benedict XVI. (retired) - Homily for Epiphany 2013. 
The Wise Men followed the star, and thus came to Jesus, to the great Light which enlightens everyone 
coming into this world (cf. Jn 1:9). As pilgrims of faith, the Wise Men themselves became stars shining in 
the firmament of history and they show us the way. The saints are God’s true constellations, which light 
up the nights of this world, serving as our guides. Saint Paul, in his Letter to the Philippians, says the 
Christians  must shine like stars in the world (Philippians 2:15). 
 
The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, tweeted a prayer on Epiphany 2019. 

Creator of the heavens,  
who led the Magi by a star to worship the Christ-child:  
guide and sustain us, that we may find our journey’s end in Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 
 

 

Every blessing and God’s protection for you   

and your loved ones in 2021. 

 



 

 

Isaiah 60:1-6 
 
Arise, shine out, Jerusalem, for your light has come, 
the glory of the Lord is rising on you, 
though night still covers the earth 
and darkness the peoples. 
Above you the Lord now rises 
and above you his glory appears. 
The nations come to your light 
and kings to your dawning brightness. 
Lift up your eyes and look round: 
all are assembling and coming towards you, 
your sons from far away 
and your daughters being tenderly carried. 
At this sight you will grow radiant, 
your heart throbbing and full; 
since the riches of the sea will flow to you, 
the wealth of the nations come to you; 
camels in throngs will cover you, 
and dromedaries of Midian and Ephah; 
everyone in Sheba will come, 
bringing gold and incense 
and singing the praise of the Lord. 
 

 
Psalm 71(72):1-2,7-8,10-13 
 
All nations shall fall prostrate before you, O Lord. 
 
O God, give your judgement to the king, 

to a king’s son your justice, 
that he may judge your people in justice 

and your poor in right judgement. 
 
In his days justice shall flourish 

and peace till the moon fails. 
He shall rule from sea to sea, 

from the Great River to earth’s bounds. 
 

The kings of Tarshish and the sea coasts 
shall pay him tribute. 

The kings of Sheba and Seba 
shall bring him gifts. 
 

Before him all kings shall fall prostrate, 
all nations shall serve him. 

For he shall save the poor when they cry 
and the needy who are helpless. 

He will have pity on the weak 
and save the lives of the poor. 
 
 
 
 

Second reading         Ephesians 3:2-3,5-6 
 
You have probably heard how I have been entrust-
ed by God with the grace he meant for you, and 
that it was by a revelation that I was given the 
knowledge of the mystery. This mystery that has 
now been revealed through the Spirit to his holy 
apostles and prophets was unknown to any men in 
past generations; it means that pagans now share 
the same inheritance, that they are parts of the 
same body, and that the same promise has been 
made to them, in Jesus Christ, through the gospel. 
 
 
Gospel                Matthew 2:1-12 
 
After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in Judaea 
during the reign of King Herod, some wise men 
came to Jerusalem from the east. ‘Where is the 
infant king of the Jews?’ they asked. ‘We saw his 
star as it rose and have come to do him homage.’ 
When King Herod heard this he was perturbed, 
and so was the whole of Jerusalem. He called to-
gether all the chief priests and the scribes of the 
people, and enquired of them where the Christ was 
to be born. ‘At Bethlehem in Judaea,’ they told 
him ‘for this is what the prophet wrote: 
And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
you are by no means least among the 
leaders of Judah, for out of you will come a 
leader who will shepherd my people Israel.’ 
Then Herod summoned the wise men to see him 
privately. He asked them the exact date on which 
the star had appeared, and sent them on to Bethle-
hem. ‘Go and find out all about the child,’ he said 
‘and when you have found him, let me know, so 
that I too may go and do him homage.’ Having 
listened to what the king had to say, they set out. 
And there in front of them was the star they had 
seen rising; it went forward, and halted over the 
place where the child was. The sight of the star 
filled them with delight, and going into the house 
they saw the child with his mother Mary, and fall-
ing to their knees they did him homage. Then, 
opening their treasures, they offered him gifts of 
gold and frankincense and myrrh. But they were 
warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, and 
returned to their own country by a different way. 

Readings for Masses of the Epiphany, 
for this weekend and Wednesday. 



 

 

Readings for 2nd Sunday of Christmas (not used at St Aidan’s this weekend.) 

First Reading   Genesis 15:1-6,21:1-3 

The word of the Lord was spoken to Abram in a  
vision, ‘Have no fear, Abram, I am your shield; your 
reward will be very great.’ ‘My Lord,’ Abram      
replied ‘what do you intend to give me? I go     
childless…’. Then Abram said, ‘See, you have given 
me no descendants; some man of my household will 
be my heir.’ And then this word of the Lord was 
spoken to him, ‘He shall not be your heir; your heir 
shall be of your own flesh and blood.’ Then taking 
him outside he said, ‘Look up to heaven and count 
the stars if you can. Such will be your descendants’ 
he told him. Abram put his faith in the Lord, who 
counted this as making him justified. The Lord dealt 
kindly with Sarah as he had said, and did what he 
had promised. So Sarah conceived and bore a son to 
Abraham in his old age, at the time God had     
promised. Abraham named the son born to him 
Isaac, the son to whom Sarah had given birth. 

Second Reading                    Colossians 3:12-21 

You are God’s chosen race, his saints; he loves 
you, and you should be clothed in sincere        
compassion, in kindness and humility, gentleness 
and patience. Bear with one another; forgive each 
other as soon as a quarrel begins. The Lord has 
forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all 
these clothes, to keep them together and complete 
them, put on love. And may the peace of Christ 
reign in your hearts, because it is for this that you 
were called together as parts of one body. Always 
be thankful. Let the message of Christ, in all its 
richness, find a home with you. Teach each other, 
and advise each other, in all wisdom.  

Psalm or Canticle            Psalm 127(128):1-5 

O blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in 
his ways! 
 
O blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in 
his ways! By the labour of your hands you shall 
eat. You will be happy and prosper. 
 
Your wife will be like a fruitful vine in the heart of 
your house; your children like shoots of the olive, 
around your table. 
 
Indeed thus shall be blessed the man who fears the 
Lord. May the Lord bless you from Zion 
all the days of your life! 

Gospel                Luke 2:22-40 

When the day came for them to be purified as laid 
down by the Law of Moses, the parents of Jesus took 
him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, – 
observing what stands written in the Law of the 
Lord: Every first-born male must be        consecrated 
to the Lord – and also to offer in     sacrifice, in ac-
cordance with what is said in the Law of the Lord, a 
pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons. Now in 
Jerusalem there was a man named Simeon. He was 
an upright and devout man; he looked forward to 
Israel’s comforting and the Holy Spirit rested on 
him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit 
that he would not see death until he had set eyes on 
the Christ of the Lord. Prompted by the Spirit he 
came to the Temple and when the  parents brought in 
the child Jesus to do for him what the Law required, 
he took him into his arms and blessed God; and he 
said, ‘Now, Master, you can let your servant go in 
peace, just as you    promised; because my eyes have 
seen the salvation which you have prepared for all 
the nations to see, a light to enlighten the pagans and 
the glory of your people Israel.’ As the child’s father 
and mother stood there wondering at the things that 
were being said about him, Simeon blessed them and 
said to Mary his mother, ‘You see this child: he is 
destined for the fall and for the rising of many in Is-
rael, destined to be a sign that is rejected – and a 
sword will pierce your own soul too – so that the 
secret thoughts of many may be laid bare.’ There 
was a prophetess also, Anna the daughter of Phan-
uel, of the tribe of Asher. She was well on in years. 
Her days of girlhood over, she had been married for 
seven years before becoming a widow. She was now 
eighty-four years old and never left the Temple, 
serving God night and day with fasting and prayer. 
She came by just at that moment and began to praise 
God; and she spoke of the child to all who looked 
forward to the deliverance of Jerusalem. When they 
had done everything the Law of the Lord required, 
they went back to Galilee, to their own town of Naz-
areth. Meanwhile the child grew to maturity, and he 
was filled with wisdom; and God’s favour was with 
him. 

With gratitude in your hearts sing psalms and hymns 
and inspired songs to God; and never say or do any-
thing except in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him. Wives, give 
way to your husbands, as you should in the Lord. 
Husbands, love your wives and treat them with gen-
tleness. Children, be obedient to your parents always, 
because that is what will please the Lord. Parents, 
never drive your children to resentment or you will 
make them feel  frustrated.   


