
 

 

Parish Priest:  Fr. Peter Mansfield     

Parish House:   1 Portnalls Road, Coulsdon, Surrey       CR5 3DD                                                       

Tel: 020 8660 2452          Email:  coulsdon@rcaos.org.uk    

Parish website:  www.st-aidans-parish.org.uk;  YouTube channel: St Aidans 

Coulsdon     

Church Hall enquiries:   staidanshallbookings@gmail.com     

Property maintenance, report issues:   staidanspremisesteam@gmail.com 

Year B.                                       2nd Sunday  ~ Ordinary Time                  17th Jan. 2021 

St Aidan’s Catholic Church  - Coulsdon 

 All Masses are streamed on the parish YouTube channel:    St Aidans Coulsdon   

Sunday   10am          Bernadette McCaffrey RIP      Readings for this Sunday are on P 3 

Monday 10am            Welfare of Maria Lia Irving   

Tuesday      NO MASS IN CHURCH       (People of the Par ish)                          

Wednesday 6.30pm       Canon John McNamara RIP    

Thursday 10am              Welfare of Sr  Sheila Maloney                                            St Agnes  

Friday      10am              James Roach RIP 

Saturday 10am               Angela Kelly RIP  

 Next Sunday:                                                                           

Sunday    10am               Deceased members of the Tharakan family RIP  

Today’s Gospel   John 1:35-42 
 
As John stood with two of his disciples, Jesus passed, and John stared hard at him and said, ‘Look, there is 
the lamb of God.’ Hearing this, the two disciples followed Jesus. Jesus turned round, saw them following 
and said, ‘What do you want?’ They answered, ‘Rabbi,’ – which means Teacher – ‘where do you live?’ 
‘Come and see’ he replied; so they went and saw where he lived, and stayed with him the rest of that day. 
It was about the tenth hour. One of these two who became followers of Jesus after hearing what John had 
said was Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter. Early next morning, Andrew met his brother and said to 
him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ – which means the Christ – and he took Simon to Jesus. Jesus looked 
hard at him and said, ‘You are Simon son of John; you are to be called Cephas’ – meaning Rock. 
 
Gospel reflection from Archbishop John. 
 
This weekend we hear the wonderful invitation of the Lord Jesus to ‘Come and see.’ St John tells us the 
two disciples responded to the Lord Jesus by staying with Him and spending time with Him. This is the 
most important antidote to our feelings of frustration and dissatisfaction. When we give ourselves to the 
Lord in prayer, the perspective on our life, and everything around us, changes for the better. This may 
happen more or less quickly, but prayer does change things. Someone once said, ‘I notice that when I pray 
coincidences seem to happen, but when I don’t pray they don’t seem to happen.’ Such coincidences, God-
incidences, are well known to the saints. ‘Come and see,’ says the Lord Jesus. It’s often easy to think of a 
hundred reasons (and excuses) why I can’t accept the Lord’s invitation just at this moment: I don’t have 
the time; I have too much to do; I’m too distracted; I don’t feel like it or have the energy. But the Lord 
repeats, gently and to our heart, ‘Come;’ ‘Come and see, come and stay with me, come and rest with me, 
come and live in me, as I live in you.’  



 

 

PEACE SUNDAY : 17th January 2021   A  Culture of Care as a Path to Peace 
 
On Peace Sunday this year, Pope Francis asks us to think about ‘A Culture of Care as a 
Path to Peace’.   
In his message Pope Francis says: “How many resources are spent on weaponry, especially 
nuclear weapons, that could be used for more significant priorities such as ensuring the 
safety of individuals, the promotion of peace and integral human development, the fight 
against poverty, and the provision of health care.”  Pope Francis calls on us to “strive daily, in concrete and 
practical ways, to form a community composed of brothers and sisters who accept and care for one 
another.”  You can read his message in full here. 
 
In this country we have an active Catholic peace movement in Pax Christi.  Their website suggests many 
ways we can all promote peace in our daily lives. Resources for Peace Sunday including family resources 
and activities for children can be downloaded here . 
 
A one-off donation can make a huge difference to Pax Christi’s work.  You can help to produce a new 
resource for their campaign work on issues related to the promotion of peace and safety. You can help fund 
Peace Education work in schools. You can help to spread the message of Christian peace-making in 
parishes and communities around the country and lots more besides. To make a one-of donation to Pax 
Christi’s work click here . 

Dear sisters & brothers, 
 
This is the first weekend in 2021 that our church is closed for Masses. It is with heavy heart that I took the decision 
following the concerns expressed to me. When it became apparent that over half the stewards were  not in a position 
to continue volunteering it was not possible to contemplate reaming open for now. In the coming week I hope to have 
a Zoom meeting with the Parish Pastoral Council to discuss the matter. I encourage parishioners to make their views 
known to a PPC member or myself. The members are: 
Gerry O’Donnell—Chair—odonnellgerry@outlook.com      Sue Car r , Roque Fernandes, Penne Hutton, Brenda 
Eydman, Pauline D’Mello-Maplesden, Bernadette Hallett, Bridget Hanlon, Peter McFall, Elsie Ofili, Erica Thurbon, 
Colin Wilding. 
 
In our diocese of Southwark around 20% of parishes have so far made the same decision as we did. In the local 
Coulsdon & Old Coulsdon ecumenical area, St Mary’s, St John’s, the Congregational Church and the two Methodist 
churches have also closed for services. 
 
I have been researching to what extent those who have had the vaccines or have had Covid 19 might  merit being 
treated differently. The medical opinion is wary about allowing additional freedom as yet. There is uncertainty about 
the degree of efficacy in particular age bands until the data increases with time. There is also, as yet, not enough data 
for scientists to draw conclusions as to whether a vaccinated person can transmit to others. In addition, there is the 
fact that no vaccine has 100% efficacy and so there is a degree of vulnerability which the experts are saying should 
not be put to the test at this early stage of the vaccination programme, at least not until the community as a whole 
becomes more immune. 
 
I am not contemplating the closure for Masses to be in place for the long term. Once we get past this particular 
moment of crisis and our team of stewards are comfortable with volunteering again, we will return to our procedures 
of sanitising, distancing, wearing masks and cleaning in order to facilitate all who wish to come to Mass. 
 
Meanwhile, for those who need the sacrament of Reconciliation—Confession—I am available by appointment, with 
the diocesan Covid safeguards in place. 
 

On this day of prayer for peace and as we approach  the week of prayer for 

Christian unity, I would like to end with the blessing from  St Paul in 

Colossians 3:15. 

 

May the peace of Christ reign in your hearts, because it is for this that you were 

called together as parts of one body.   Always be thankful.  

A parishioner sent us this cutting from the news:   ‘Vaccinations being delivered in Salisbury Cathedral are 
accompanied by an organ recital.’  Fr P says ... Would our 11am music group be interested in providing a variation 
at St Aidan’s ? ! 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/peace/documents/papa-francesco_20201208_messaggio-54giornatamondiale-pace2021.html
https://paxchristi.org.uk/peace-sunday-2021/
https://paxchristi.org.uk/about-us/support-us/donation/


 

 

Readings for this Sunday  

Catholic weekly papers.          
 
Catholic publications are available for delivery to 
your home with free postage. The Tablet, The 
Catholic Herald and the Universe all offer a 
subscription facility which can be found on their 
websites. They also offer alternative online 
editions for a different subscription. You can also 
phone them to order your copy. 
 
Useful ’phone numbers:  Universe: 01618 205722; 

Tablet: 01858 438736; Catholic Herald:  020 7448 3607  

First Reading      1 Samuel 3:3-10,19 

 

Samuel was lying in the sanctuary of the Lord, 
where the ark of God was, when the Lord called, 
‘Samuel! Samuel!’ He answered, ‘Here I am.’ 
Then he ran to Eli and said, ‘Here I am, since you 
called me.’ Eli said, ‘I did not call. Go back and 
lie down.’ So he went and lay down. Once again 
the Lord called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ Samuel got 
up and went to Eli and said, ‘Here I am, since you 
called me.’ He replied, ‘I did not call you, my 
son; go back and lie down.’ Samuel had as yet no 
knowledge of the Lord and the word of the Lord 
had not yet been revealed to him. Once again the 
Lord called, the third time. He got up and went to 
Eli and said, ‘Here I am, since you called me.’ Eli 
then understood that it was the Lord who was 
calling the boy, and he said to Samuel, ‘Go and 
lie down, and if someone calls say, “Speak, Lord, 
your servant is listening.”’ So Samuel went and 
lay down in his place. The Lord then came and 
stood by, calling as he had done before, ‘Samuel! 
Samuel!’ Samuel answered, ‘Speak, Lord, your 
servant is listening.’ Samuel grew up and the 
Lord was with him and let no word of his fall to 
the ground. 
 
Psalm 39(40):2,4,7-10 
 
Here I am, Lord! I come to do your will. 
 
I waited, I waited for the Lord and he stooped 
down to me; he heard my cry. He put a new song 
into my mouth, praise of our God. 

You do not ask for sacrifice and offerings, but an 
open ear. You do not ask for holocaust and 
victim. Instead, here am I. 
 
In the scroll of the book it stands written that I 
should do your will. My God, I delight in your 
law in the depth of my heart. 
 
Your justice I have proclaimed in the great 
assembly. My lips I have not sealed; you 
know it, O Lord. 
 
 
Second Reading     1 Corinthians 6:13-15,17-20 
 
The body is not meant for fornication: it is for the 
Lord, and the Lord for the body. God, who raised 
the Lord from the dead, will by his power raise us up 
too. You know, surely, that your bodies are 
members making up the body of Christ; do you 
think I can take parts of Christ’s body and join them 
to the body of a prostitute? Never! But anyone who 
is joined to the Lord is one spirit with him. Keep 
away from fornication. All the other sins are 
committed outside the body; but to fornicate is to sin 
against your own body. Your body, you know, is the 
temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you since you 
received him from God. You are not your own 
property; you have been bought and paid for. That is 
why you should use your body for the glory of God. 
 

See P1 for Gospel. 

Please pray for the sick and housebound: 
 
Derek Devine, Ashley McKillop, Maria Garcia-
Barham, Mary Crehan, Baby Sophie Gouveia, Stewart 
Hunt, Lesley Leavey, Claudette Lovell, Anne Walker,  
Josie Davitt, Mary Reynolds, Bernadette Blaquiere,  
Trudy Kiely,  James Tomlin, John Cooksey,  
Sarah Bell,  Joseph Darville, Sammy McCarroll, 
Barbara & Geoff Wood. 
 
There are many more ‘housebound’ due to the risk 
associated with Covid. 
 
If you know of anyone who should be on our parish 
sick list please let Fr Peter know. 

The Southwark Diocesan Directory is available from Fr  Peter  by request.  £3.50 each.  
Please email or phone if you would like one. 

Please remember in your prayers the repose of the soul of  Sean Crowley and Mary O’Dell  
who died recently.                        May they rest in peace and rise in glory. 



 

 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2021 
 

Service for use at home or in small gatherings  
 

Opening Prayer 
Lord, you invite us to abide in you who are the vinedresser 
who cares for us with love. You call on us to see the beau-
ty of each branch united to the vine, the beauty of each 
person. And yet, too often the differences in others make 
us afraid. We withdraw into ourselves. Our trust in you 
and one another is lost. Come and direct our hearts toward 
you once again. That as one family we may praise your 
name.    Amen. 

 
Litany of praise  
 
All   You who call us to be praise in the midst of the 
earth: glory to you!  
 
Reader 1  We sing your praise in the midst of the world 
and among all peoples,  
Reader 2   We sing your praise in the midst of creation 
and among all creatures.  
All   You who call us to be praise in the midst of the 
earth: glory to you!  
 
Reader 1  We sing your praise among suffering and 
tears,  
Reader 2  We sing your praise among promises and 
achievements.  
All   You who call us to be praise in the midst of the 
earth: glory to you!   
 
Reader 1  We sing your praise in the places of conflict 
and misunderstanding;  
Reader 2  We sing your praise in the places of encoun-
ter and reconciliation.  
All   You who call us to be praise in the midst of the 
earth: glory to you!   
 
Reader 1  We sing your praise in the midst of rifts and 
divisions,  
Reader 2  We sing your praise in the midst of life and 
death, the birth of a new heaven and a new earth.  
All   You who call us to be praise in the midst of the 
earth: glory to you!  
 
First Vigil – Abiding in Christ: the unity of the whole 
person 
 
Reading:  Jn 15:1-17 
 'I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Eve-
ry branch in me that bears no fruit he cuts away, and every 
branch that does bear fruit he prunes to make it bear even 
more.  You are pruned already, by means of the word that I 
have spoken to you. Make your home in me, as I make 
mine in you. As a branch cannot bear fruit all by itself, but 
must remain part of the vine, neither can you unless you 

remain in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Who-
ever remains in me, with me in him, bears fruit in plenty; 
for cut off from me you can do nothing. Anyone who 
does not remain in me is like a branch that has been 
thrown away - he withers; these branches are collected 
and thrown on the fire, and they are burnt. If you remain 
in me and my words remain in you, you may ask what 
you will and you shall get it. It is to the glory of my Fa-
ther that you should bear much fruit, and then you will 
be my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so I have 
loved you. Remain in my love, If you keep my com-
mandments you will remain in my love, just as I have 
kept my Father's commandments and remain in his love. 
I have told you this so that my own joy may be in you 
and your joy be complete. This is my commandment: 
love one another, as I have loved you. A man can have 
no greater love than to lay down his life for his friends. 
You are my friends, if you do what I command you.  I 
shall not call you servants any more, because a servant 
does not know his master's business; I call you friends, 
because I have made known to you everything I have 
learnt from my Father. You did not choose me, no, I 
chose you; and I commissioned you to go out and to bear 
fruit, fruit that will last; and then the Father will give you 
anything you ask him in my name. What I command you 

is to love one another . 
 
A short time of silence  
 
Intercessions 
 
Reader  God of love, through Christ you said to us: 
“You did not choose me but I chose you.” You  invite us 
to receive your friendship. Teach us to respond more 
deeply to this invitation, and to grow and grow in a life 
that is ever more complete. 
 All  The joy of our heart is in God.  
  
Reader God of life, you call us to be praise in the 
midst of the world and to accept one another. May your 
loving gaze, which rests upon each person, inspire us to  
celebrate  each other just as we are. 
 All   The joy of our heart is in God.  
  
Reader God you who gather, you knit us together as 
one vine in Jesus. May your loving Spirit abide in us at 
church and in our community that together we may cele-
brate you with joy. 
 All  The joy of our heart is in God.  
  
Reader  God of the one vineyard, you call us to live 
in your love in all we do and say. Touched by your good-
ness, grant us to be a reflection of that love in our homes, 
schools and workplaces.  

 All  The joy of our heart is in God.  

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is traditionally observed from 
18 - 25 January. 
We give thanks for the close relationship we enjoy with our brothers and 
sisters in the other local communities. 


