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Year B                                       Holy Family Sunday                 27th Dec 2020 

St Aidan’s Catholic Church  - Coulsdon 

Please pray for the sick and housebound: 
 
Anne Barrett, Jean Agius, Derek Devine,   
Ashley McKillop, Maria Garcia-Barham ,  
Mary Crehan, Baby Sophie Gouveia,  
Stewart Hunt, Lesley Leavey, Claudette Lovell, 
Anne Walker,  Josie Davitt, Mary Reynolds,  
Bernadette Blaquiere, Trudy Kiely,  James Tomlin, 
John Cooksey, Sarah Bell,  Joseph Darville, 
Sammy McCarroll, Barbara & Geoff Wood. 
 
There are of course many more ‘housebound’ due 
to the risk associated with Covid. 
 
If you know of anyone who should be on our 
parish sick list please let Fr Peter know. 

Recently deceased. 
 
Sadly, we heard of the death of  
Eufrecinia (Sanny) Liguori RIP, a much loved 
parishioner who has been ill for some time. Her funeral 
will be on Friday 15th Jan. at St Aidan’s. 
 
We also heard of the death of   
Canon Frank O’Sullivan RIP. (Purley) 
Canon Frank would have been 100 yrs in 2021. He was 
working and ministering up to the last couple of weeks 
of his life. At the clergy deanery zoom meeting earlier 
this month, with his usual mixture of humour and 
profound truth, he told us that he regarded himself as 
having reached 100 years as he was now counting from 
the time in his mother’s womb ! 

 All Masses are streamed on the parish YouTube channel:    St Aidans Coulsdon   

Sat 6pm  6pm Vigil   Brian McAlister RIP               

Sunday    9am          Stanley Almeida RIP 

                11am         John Henry Back RIP 

Monday   10am           People of the Par ish Holy Innocents  

Tuesday      NO MASS  IN CHURCH                   St Thomas Becket 

Wednesday  6.30pm       Paul Goodier  RIP      

Thursday     10am          Kathleen Murphy RIP. 

New Year’s Day, Friday  10am   People of the Par ish Mary Mother of God      

                                                                         2nd Jan - St Basil the Great & St Gregory Nazianzen. 

Saturday     6pm Vigil   Felice Prince-Wright RIP  

Sunday     9am            Michael Crowe RIP     11am  Eileen & John Joyce’s intentions. 

Mass readings for this Sunday are on P 3 

St Aidan’s Primary school.      Additional Virtual  Tour 
There will be an additional virtual (Zoom) tour for prospective parents of St Aidan’s Catholic Primary School on 
Friday 8th Jan at 11am. Please email the school office admin@st-aidans.croydon.sch.uk to book a space and receive 
a link. 
The closing date for applications for Reception class Sept 2021 is 15th Jan 2020 – this is the date for both the online 
form and the supplementary form, which needs to be returned directly to the school. 
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Dear sisters & brothers, 
  
I would like to express my sincere gratitude to everyone who gave me cards and gifts. It was 
overwhelming to be on the receiving end of such generosity, not to mention your assurances of Masses, 
prayers and good wishes. This year the Christmas offerings consist of anything given in church, between 
24th Dec and 1st Jan. The Archbishop has also extended this to the proportion of standing orders for this 
Sunday and anything given via our ‘just giving’ facility online. A combined figure for Christmas and Easter 
is published in the annual accounts which the treasurer makes available. 
  
I would like to express my thanks to the many parishioners who gave of their time and worked so hard to 
prepare the church and prepare the Liturgy for the season of Christmas. Thank you to everyone who 
arranged the flowers, the decorations, the crib and the scroll as well as Liz who dressed the altar and Mel 
who keeps the sacristies and sanctuary clean. 
 
I thank our readers and ministers of Communion for all they have done throughout the year and over 
Christmas. One of the great innovations during the lockdown periods was the way readers were able to 
provide the Mass readings for us from their own homes. 
 
Since March we have not been able to have altar servers so it was lovely that at two Christmas Masses 
we had them. I look forward to the return of our servers during 2021, they  have been greatly missed.  
 
In last week’s newsletter I mentioned the people who were preparing recordings for the Carol Service and 
the Masses with the help of Roy’s technical expertise. I’m sure everyone agrees that the music and 
singing was excellent and we are grateful to have such talent among the parishioners and friends of  
St Aidan’s. The ‘Readings & Carols Service’ is still available on our YouTube channel. 
 
Throughout the year we have had the help of stewards and cleaners. Without this group we would not be 
permitted to open the church at all.  They have done a fantastic job during the year and the extra work 
they took on for Christmas is greatly appreciated. I am pleased to say that everything ran very smoothly 
over Christmas Eve and Christmas day. In addition to the stewards I would like to thank Leonie and Colin 
for all the work they did with the pre-booking system for Christmas. It was a challenging but necessary 
exercise so that we could accommodate as many people as possible and not disappoint anyone arriving 
at the church door. I am pleased to say that we did not have to utter the words ‘no room at the inn’ to 
anyone , - except of course when I read the Christmas Gospel !  Even the people on waiting lists were 
accommodated in the end. 
 
Thanks to all the many people in our parish who continue to work in the background with tasks like 
counting the collections and banking as well as the ongoing and urgent maintenance which  
Denis O’ Donnell makes himself available for at all times. 
 
There are many more people who give of their time and talents to our parish throughout the year. 
Ultimately, it is the Lord we all serve and it is only he who sees all you do and rewards you. 

 

     With my thanks, prayers and good wishes for 2021. 
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Readings for this Sunday 

First Reading   Genesis 15:1-6,21:1-3 

The word of the Lord was spoken to Abram in a  
vision, ‘Have no fear, Abram, I am your shield; your 
reward will be very great.’ ‘My Lord,’ Abram      
replied ‘what do you intend to give me? I go     
childless…’. Then Abram said, ‘See, you have given 
me no descendants; some man of my household will 
be my heir.’ And then this word of the Lord was 
spoken to him, ‘He shall not be your heir; your heir 
shall be of your own flesh and blood.’ Then taking 
him outside he said, ‘Look up to heaven and count 
the stars if you can. Such will be your descendants’ 
he told him. Abram put his faith in the Lord, who 
counted this as making him justified. The Lord dealt 
kindly with Sarah as he had said, and did what he 
had promised. So Sarah conceived and bore a son to 
Abraham in his old age, at the time God had     
promised. Abraham named the son born to him 
Isaac, the son to whom Sarah had given birth. 

Second Reading                    Colossians 3:12-21 

You are God’s chosen race, his saints; he loves 
you, and you should be clothed in sincere        
compassion, in kindness and humility, gentleness 
and patience. Bear with one another; forgive each 
other as soon as a quarrel begins. The Lord has 
forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all 
these clothes, to keep them together and complete 
them, put on love. And may the peace of Christ 
reign in your hearts, because it is for this that you 
were called together as parts of one body. Always 
be thankful. Let the message of Christ, in all its 
richness, find a home with you. Teach each other, 
and advise each other, in all wisdom.  

Psalm or Canticle            Psalm 127(128):1-5 

O blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in 
his ways! 
 
O blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in 
his ways! By the labour of your hands you shall 
eat. You will be happy and prosper. 
 
Your wife will be like a fruitful vine in the heart of 
your house; your children like shoots of the olive, 
around your table. 
 
Indeed thus shall be blessed the man who fears the 
Lord. May the Lord bless you from Zion 
all the days of your life! 

Gospel                Luke 2:22-40 

When the day came for them to be purified as laid 
down by the Law of Moses, the parents of Jesus took 
him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, – 
observing what stands written in the Law of the 
Lord: Every first-born male must be        consecrated 
to the Lord – and also to offer in     sacrifice, in ac-
cordance with what is said in the Law of the Lord, a 
pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons. Now in 
Jerusalem there was a man named Simeon. He was 
an upright and devout man; he looked forward to 
Israel’s comforting and the Holy Spirit rested on 
him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit 
that he would not see death until he had set eyes on 
the Christ of the Lord. Prompted by the Spirit he 
came to the Temple and when the  parents brought in 
the child Jesus to do for him what the Law required, 
he took him into his arms and blessed God; and he 
said, ‘Now, Master, you can let your servant go in 
peace, just as you    promised; because my eyes have 
seen the salvation which you have prepared for all 
the nations to see, a light to enlighten the pagans and 
the glory of your people Israel.’ As the child’s father 
and mother stood there wondering at the things that 
were being said about him, Simeon blessed them and 
said to Mary his mother, ‘You see this child: he is 
destined for the fall and for the rising of many in Is-
rael, destined to be a sign that is rejected – and a 
sword will pierce your own soul too – so that the 
secret thoughts of many may be laid bare.’ There 
was a prophetess also, Anna the daughter of Phan-
uel, of the tribe of Asher. She was well on in years. 
Her days of girlhood over, she had been married for 
seven years before becoming a widow. She was now 
eighty-four years old and never left the Temple, 
serving God night and day with fasting and prayer. 
She came by just at that moment and began to praise 
God; and she spoke of the child to all who looked 
forward to the deliverance of Jerusalem. When they 
had done everything the Law of the Lord required, 
they went back to Galilee, to their own town of Naz-
areth. Meanwhile the child grew to maturity, and he 
was filled with wisdom; and God’s favour was with 
him. 

With gratitude in your hearts sing psalms and hymns 
and inspired songs to God; and never say or do any-
thing except in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him. Wives, give 
way to your husbands, as you should in the Lord. 
Husbands, love your wives and treat them with gen-
tleness. Children, be obedient to your parents always, 
because that is what will please the Lord. Parents, 
never drive your children to resentment or you will 
make them feel  frustrated.   


