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Year B                                       4th Sunday of Advent                20th Dec 2020 

St Aidan’s Catholic Church  - Coulsdon 

Week 4 
God’s Promise Fulfilled 
through Mary. 
 
In this Sunday’s Gospel Mary 
accepts God’s call to be the 
mother of Christ and the 
spiritual mother of us as God’s 
family. The angel says ‘The 
Holy Spirit will come upon 
you.’ We add to the Jesse Tree a 
representation of Mary 
kneeling, facing the dove that 
represents the Holy Spirit. 

Prayer at the lighting of the fourth 
candle of the Advent wreath. 
 
Lord our God we praise you for your 
Son Jesus Christ he is Emmanuel 
the hope of the peoples. 
He is the wisdom that teaches us and 
guides us the Saviour of all people. 
 
As we light the new candle 
may it be a sign of Christ’s promise to 
bring us salvation. 
We pray that the coming season of 
Christmas may fill us with peace and 
joy as we prepare to welcome the 
Saviour of the world.  

Please pray for the sick and housebound: 
Derek Devine,  Ashley McKillop, Maria Garcia-Barham , Mary Crehan, 
Niamh Murray, Angela Lambert, Jean Agius, Baby Sophie Gouveia, 
Stewart Hunt, Lesley Leavey, Claudette Lovell, Anne Walker,  
Eufrecinia (Sanny) Liguori, Josie Davitt, Mary Reynolds, Bernadette 
Blaquiere, Sammy McCarroll, Trudy Kiely,  James Tomlin, John 
Cooksey,  Sarah Bell,  Joseph Darville,  
Barbara & Geoff Wood. 

Second collections.  
today: 
  
19/20 December - 
Apostleship of the Sea.                                                                
Chaplains and chaplaincies 
for those who work at sea on 
ships.  

SERVICE OF READINGS AND CAROLS - St Aidan’s parish YouTube channel. 
From 4:00pm on Christmas Eve there will be available on the St Aidan's YouTube channel a service of 
readings and carols recorded by our St Aidan's choirs and readers. The service lasts 20 minutes and is a 
fitting lead-in to our Christmas Masses - it includes some favourite carols that we would normally be 
singing at this time. Tune in at any time from 4:00pm; the recording will remain there over the Christmas 
period. 

Message from the parish Liturgy Group:       We are aware that a good number  of par ishioners are unable or  
not yet ready to attend any of the Christmas Masses scheduled for 24th and 25th December. If this applies to you, 
we hope that you will be able to join in one or more of the liturgies as they are streamed online.  We intend 
to prepare a scroll featuring the names of those to whom this applies who wish to be remembered at church in the 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Masses and prayers. The closing date for sending names is this Sunday 20th Dec. 
Send to:  janetodonnelluk@yahoo.com    



 

 

Dear sisters & brothers, 
 
Much deliberation and discussion has been taking place within families as to how loved ones might gather together 
over Christmas or at least have a visit. Whatever happens, the traditional gathering of family and friends will sadly 
be greatly curtailed this year. That same sadness extends to our parish family. Christmas more than any other time of 
the year always sees a great assembly of our parishioners and their friends as well as many more who are visiting 
Coulsdon. This year we will be very mindful of our brothers and sisters who will not physically be with us in 
church.  
 
 There are those who are permanently housebound but would always receive a visit for me and the ministers at 

this time of year with Holy Communion. I am sorry that this cannot happen this year but it is because the 
safety and health of our senior parishioners must be paramount. 

 
 There are those who are not able to attend church these days because of the pandemic and the risk involved 

not just to themselves but to their household. This group includes children and adults of all ages. 
 
 There are several others who would have liked to come to Christmas Mass and potentially could come but 

were unable to get a place this year due to the limit on numbers in the church. We are all very mindful of the 
sadness and disappointment that all of you in that situation will be feeling. Archbishop John has asked me to 
remind you that the feast of Christmas, speaking liturgically, has always been an octave of eight days. So, 
please do come to Mass during the weekend or weekdays following Christmas if you were unable to get a 
place on Christmas eve night or Christmas day. The season of Christmas is of course much longer than the 
octave and extends into Epiphany, Wednesday 6th January and the rest of that week. 

 
All who are not with us physically will be particularly remembered in the prayers of our Christmas Masses. We will 
have a scroll on the sanctuary wreath with names of all who asked to be remembered. There is still time to request 
that by contacting Janet by this Sunday night at the latest -  janetodonnelluk@yahoo.com    
The streaming of all the Masses is also a wonderful way of being in ‘spiritual communion’ with those who are 
joining in the liturgy from their homes within the parish and far beyond. 
 

******************************************************** 
Christmas music. 
You will be pleased to know that at Christmas and over the season you will be able to hear carols that have been 
specially recorded by parish members and friends of St Aidan’s. We will hear carols sung by our 11am choir, by the 
Wilding family and by Varia (9am organist) and Alex her husband. There will be a special carol service with 
readings on our parish YouTube channel. This will be available to access from 4pm onward on Christmas Eve.  
St Aidan’s choir is also recording carols for Christmas Masses in order to enhance our worship with familiar voices. 
 
The recording of music for our Masses was an initiative that emerged during the first lockdown when the church 
was closed over Lent and Eastertime. We are very grateful to our choir members and to Varia & Alex for working 
so hard to provide the hymns in this innovative way. Sung psalms were also provided by the Wilding family and 
members of the 11am Choir. The additional downloaded music from various artists with different liturgical genres 
has received very positive feedback also.  Currently we are still not allowed congregational singing in church so the 
ongoing commitment of all our singers and musicians is much appreciated by our community. We will also play a 
selection of carols from all our ‘parish family’ contributors during the half hour before all the Christmas Masses. For 
this reason streaming will begin half an hour before the start of all four Masses. 
 
Behind all this there is some technical wizardry. We are very grateful to Roy Misra for making his gifts and time 
available to the parish in order to make it happen in a way that can be heard and seen in people’s own homes. 

 
******************************************************** 

 
Today the liturgy focuses on Mary the mother who is waiting to give birth. The forth symbol on our lectern fall 
expresses that theme. I would like to reiterate my thanks to the Liturgy committee and Bridget Hanlon for their work 
in designing and making this lovely liturgical visual aid that we have had throughout Advent on the lectern. 

 

I wish you all that the Lord wants to give you in these last few days of 

Advent 2020. May the coming celebration of the birth of Christ, Son of God 

who became our brother, be a source of life for you . May you  always follow 

Him who is the star that guides us on the right and holy path through life. 



 

 

 All Masses are streamed on the parish YouTube channel:    St Aidans Coulsdon   

 

Sat 6pm  Vigil      People of the parish                 

Sunday    9am           Mario Almeida RIP 

                11am          Dennis Kelleher  

Monday   10am   Jean Kelly  RIP                          

Tuesday      NO MASS  IN CHURCH    (People of the Parish ) 

Wednesday  6.30pm    Francis and Mary Winifred Bede-Cox 

 

************************************ 

 Christmas Eve.      

 6pm Vigil    People of the Parish  

11.30pm          People of the Parish                                        

Christmas morning. 

 9am  Mass  Private intention (PKM) 

11am Mass     People of the Parish                                        

************************************ 
Saturday is the feast of St Stephen, the Mass will be transferred to a later date in January. We will do the same 
for St John the Evangelist as his feast day, 27th Dec, is displaced by the Sunday of Holy Family. 
 
Holy Family Sunday. 
Saturday  6pm Vigil     Brian McAlister RIP 
Sunday    9am         Stanley Almeida RIP 11am John Henry Back RIP 

Mass readings for this Sunday 
are on P4 

Christmas offerings can be donated at any Mass between Chr istmas Eve and 1st January.  
Please use the wicker baskets provided in church in the aisles toward the back. 
 
The collection at Christmas is the main source of personal income for  pr iests minister ing in par ishes. 
This is the system adopted in Catholic parishes throughout England.  Catholic priests do not receive a 
salary in the way that ministers of other denominations do. They are therefore dependent on the Christmas 
& Easter offerings for personal income. Any cheques should be made payable to ‘St. Aidan’s Church’  for 
banking purposes. If you are in the Gift Aid scheme, please use the relevant envelope as the parish will 
benefit from the tax returned.   

Evelyn Browning RIP.             Message from Mr Skehan - Headteacher. 
We were deeply saddened this week to hear of the passing of Mrs. Evelyn Browning. For those families 
who have been in our school community for a number of years, you will remember Evelyn as the friendly 
face of the school office for 25 years! Evelyn retired in 2018 and had remained a firm friend to the school, 
keeping in touch with staff regularly, particularly when her beloved Man Utd were doing well in the foot-
ball.  She will be greatly missed by all at St Aidan’s school and we offer our deepest sympathies to Nick, 
Peter and Claire. May she rest in peace. 

All Masses on 

Christmas Eve 

& 

Christmas Day 

are pre-  

bookings only. 

CHRISTMAS CARDS & ENVELOPES CAN CARRY COVID. 
Covid is rising much faster than the speed of the vaccine rollout.  Paper can carry Covid even if it endures for a 
shorter period than hard surfaces like benches. This is why we cannot use our prayer cards for Mass or use other 
paper handouts at church.  Christmas cards should not be left in the porch for friends. In any case people can’t now 
stop on the way out. Even in ‘normal’ years the system has limited effect due to the fact that many people don’t stop 
to look if there is a card for them.  Unfortunately, there is also some risk in giving and receiving Christmas cards 
directly to and from one another at church. Please take personal responsibility for this.  

Be careful - sanitise often - maintain distancing.  



 

 

Readings for this Sunday 

First Reading                2 Samuel 7:1-5,8-12,14,16 

Once David had settled into his house and the Lord 
had given him rest from all the enemies surrounding 
him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, ‘Look, I 
am living in a house of cedar while the ark of God 
dwells in a tent.’ Nathan said to the king, ‘Go and do 
all that is in your mind, for the Lord is with you.’ 
But that very night the word of the Lord came to   
Nathan: ‘Go and tell my servant David, “Thus the 
Lord speaks: Are you the man to build me a house to 
dwell in? I took you from the pasture, from          
following the sheep, to be leader of my people     
Israel; I have been with you on all your expeditions; 
I have cut off all your enemies before you. I will 
give you fame as great as the fame of the greatest on 
earth. I will provide a place for my people Israel; I 
will plant them there and they shall dwell in that 
place and never be disturbed again; nor shall the 
wicked continue to oppress them as they did, in the 
days when I appointed judges over my people Israel; 
I will give them rest from all their enemies. The 
Lord will make you great; the Lord will make you a 
House. And when your days are ended and you are 
laid to rest with your ancestors, I will preserve the 
offspring of your body after you and make his     
sovereignty secure. I will be a father to him and he a 
son to me; if he does evil, I will punish him with the 
rod such as men use, with strokes such as mankind 
gives. Your House and your sovereignty will always 
stand secure before me and your throne be           
established for ever.” 

Psalm                                            88(89):2-5,27,29 

I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord. 
 
I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord;  
through all ages my mouth will proclaim your 
truth.  
Of this I am sure, that your love lasts for ever,  
that your truth is firmly established as the heavens. 
 
 ‘I have made a covenant with my chosen one;  
I have sworn to David my servant:  
I will establish your dynasty for ever  
and set up your throne through all ages.  
 
‘He will say to me: “You are my father, my God, 
the rock who saves me.” I will keep my love for 
him always; with him my covenant shall last.’ 

Second Reading                       Romans 16:25-27 

Glory to him who is able to give you the strength to 
live according to the Good News I preach, and in 
which I proclaim Jesus Christ, the revelation of a 
mystery kept secret for endless ages, but now so 
clear that it must be broadcast to pagans everywhere 
to bring them to the obedience of faith. This is only 
what scripture has predicted, and it is all part of the 
way the eternal God wants things to be. He alone is 
wisdom; give glory therefore to him through Jesus 
Christ for ever and ever. Amen. 

Gospel                                              Luke 1:26-38 

The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 
Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a 
man named Joseph, of the House of David; and the 
virgin’s name was Mary. He went in and said to 
her, ‘Rejoice, so highly favoured! The Lord is with 
you.’ She was deeply disturbed by these words and 
asked herself what this greeting could mean, but 
the angel said to her, ‘Mary, do not be afraid; you 
have won God’s favour. Listen! You are to con-
ceive and bear a son, and you must name him Je-
sus. He will be great and will be called Son of the 
Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne 
of his ancestor David; he will rule over the House 
of Jacob for ever and his reign will have no end.’ 
Mary said to the angel, ‘But how can this come 
about, since I am a virgin?’ ‘The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you’ the angel answered ‘and the power 
of the Most High will cover you with its shadow. 
And so the child will be holy and will be called 
Son of God. Know this too: your kinswoman Eliza-
beth has, in her old age, herself conceived a son, 
and she whom people called barren is now in her 
sixth month, for nothing is impossible to God.’ ‘I 
am the handmaid of the Lord,’ said Mary ‘let what 
you have said be done to me.’ And the angel left 
her. 

St Aidan’s Primary school.      Additional Virtual  Tour 
There will be an additional virtual (Zoom) tour for prospective parents of St Aidan’s Catholic Primary 
School on Friday 8th Jan at 11am. Please email the school office admin@st-aidans.croydon.sch.uk to book 
a space and receive a link. 
 
The closing date for applications for Reception class Sept 2021 is 15th Jan 2020 – this is the date for both 
the online form and the supplementary form, which needs to be returned directly to school. 

mailto:admin@st-aidans.croydon.sch.uk

