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   Yr A                                       Christ the King          Sunday 22nd Nov 2020 

St Aidan’s Catholic Church  - Coulsdon 

'The God Who Speaks'   ~  The Year of the Word 

CHRISTMAS MASS BOOKINGS: 
 
Bookings are now being taken for our Christmas Masses. 
 
The Christmas Eve 6:00pm Mass is now full and has a waiting list. 
 
The Christmas Eve 11:30pm Mass has a few places left in the gallery. 
 
The Christmas Day 9:00am and 11:00am Masses have plenty of places available at this moment. 
 
If you would like to attend Mass at Christmas it is important to make an advance booking. You can apply in any of the  
following ways:  

 by email using this address - leonie@thewildings.eclipse.co.uk  

 by phone using this number - 07910 059141;  

 on paper using a form which is available in church during the opening times (Sundays &Thursdays 1.30pm - 
2.30pm); 

 
Whichever way you choose to apply please ensure you give your name, phone number, your email address (if you 
have one), your first and second choice of Christmas Mass and the names of those of your household who wish to attend 
with you. 
 
It is planned that the booking period will be open for two more weeks but it may have to close sooner if all Mass places 
are filled. Applications are being processed as quickly as possible and places confirmed with a specific seat number. It 
is important to be clear about the number of household members attending together so that suitable seat clusters can be  
allocated to them. 

Masses are not open for parishioners to attent in church.. 

All Masses are streamed on the parish YouTube channel:    St Aidans Coulsdon   

Sunday   9am      Tita O’Connor RIP               

Monday    10am   Pat Blake RIP 

Tuesday       NO SCHEDULED MASS             (Archbishop Peter  Smith RIP)        St Andrew Dung-Lac 

Wednesday  6.30pm    Deceased members of the ‘Old Ignatians’     

Thursday     10am  Elizabeth Kelleher             

Friday          10am       Sheila and William McCarthy RIP (Daughter & father). 

Saturday      10am  Thanksgiving (Harris) 

Sunday         10am       William Crowe RIP     

Mass readings for this Sunday are on P 5. 



 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
This Sunday we celebrate the feast of ‘Christ the 
King’. The prayer of the preface of today’s Mass 
highlights what is at the heart of God’s kingdom 
when it speaks of an eternal and universal 
kingdom which consists of ….  
truth, life, holiness, grace, justice, love and peace.  
 
In Jesus we see these qualities in their fullness. 
The petition ‘thy kingdom come’ which we say 
so often in the Lord’s prayer, is a plea for us to 
experience these things in our lives, not just in the 
future but here and now.  
                                                                 

***************************** 
 
Today is also National  Youth Sunday.  This is 
also an annual day of thanksgiving and prayer for 
young people especially those in our own parish. 
 

 ***************************** 

 

On this day that we honour Jesus 

as our King, the supreme authority 

in our lives, we ask him to set us 

free  from anything that still 

prevents us from experiencing the 

life of his kingdom,. May we  truly 

know the  grace of our baptism 

when we were anointed with the oil 

of chrism  with the words  - “As 

Christ was anointed Priest, 

Prophet, and King, so may you live 

always as a member of his body”.  

Please pray for the sick and housebound: 
Maria Garcia-Barham , Mary Crehan, 
Niamh Murray, Angela Lambert, Jean Agius,  
Baby Sophie Gouveia, Stewart Hunt,  
Lesley Leavey, Claudette Lovell, Anne Walker,  
Eufrecinia (Sanny) Liguori, Derek Devine,  
Evelyn Browning, Josie Davitt, Mary Reynolds,  
Bernadette Blaquiere, Sammy McCarroll,  
Trudy Kiely,  James Tomlin, John Cooksey,  
Sarah Bell,  Joseph Darville,  
Barbara & Geoff Wood. 

The Church will be 
open for prayer visits 
and Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament at 
the following times: 
 

This Sunday  
1.30 - 2.30pm. 
 
Thursday  
1.30 - 2.30pm. 

Sacrament of 
Reconciliation -  

Confession. 
 
Fr Peter is available to 
hear confessions by 
appointment. This is 
permitted during 
lockdown. 

Primary school - priest’s reference.      
Fr Peter will make appointments available 
at the end of Nov. and in Dec.   More 
information on the next newsletter. 

We pray for the repose of the soul  
of Tony Longworth RIP 

WEST CROYDON REFUGEE CENTRE 
A big thank you for your ongoing generosity with 
warm coats and baby clothes. 
We will continue to collect ONLY baby clothes 
from now onwards. 
 

Coming up next month….. 
 
MANNA CENTRE (for homeless) ANNUAL 
FOOD  COLLECTION 
 
on SAT 5 / SUN 6 and SAT 12 / SUN 13  
DECEMBER only. 
 
The MANNA CENTRE are very grateful for our 
annual generosity to their clients. 
Needs in order of priority 
FOOD 
Tinned tomatoes, tinned vegetables, pasta sauces, 
rice, tinned meat 
TOILETRIES 
Disposable razors, toilet rolls, kitchen rolls. 
CLOTHING 
Men's and Women's trainers, jeans, underwear, 
shoes, socks. 
TINNED FOOD 
Fish, baked beans, hot dogs, corned beef, chopped 
ham, luncheon meats, stewed steak. 
NON TINNED FOODS 
Curry sauces, pasta, spaghetti, cooking oil, bis-
cuits. 
 

Our usual foodbank collection of goods will 
resume on all other weeks as from today. 



 

 

OFFERTORY INCOME …. update. 
  
The income below reflects the latest figures for our 
weekly income. 
  
Gift-aided cash £0;    Cash not gift-aided  £0 
Standing orders, gift-aided: £490 

 
Total latest weekly income:  £ 490 

     
It costs just over £1,000 per week to run St Aidan’s 
parish.  
Please consider making a standing order for your 
offertory contributions.  Contact our treasurer Peter 
McFall to get the details coulsdontreasurer@rcaos.org.uk  
or leave a note for him with Fr Peter. 

Archbishop John has resumed writing to the clergy of the diocese each 
week during this lockdown period. Below is an extract from his recent 
letter. 
 
In these days the Scriptures and the liturgy will point us towards the end times 
and judgement when the kingdom inaugurated by Christ will be fulfilled. 
When the Lord Jesus speaks about His return in glory, He uses the imagery of 
a shepherd-king who will separate the sheep from the goats. The key test of 
discipleship will be ‘love to the loveless shown, that they might lovely be,’ love 
to poorest and the weakest. All those opportunities we have will count: to 
share our food with the hungry; to share our water with the thirsty; to share our 
friendship with the stranger; to share our clothing with the naked; to share our 
care with the sick; to share our concern with the imprisoned. 
  
I remember a teacher saying to me when I was newly ordained: ‘When you ask small children a question in 
your homily, be prepared for the answer always to be ‘Jesus’, ‘love’ or ‘sharing.’ This is what the Gospel 
means to them.’ In simply reality, this is what the Gospel means to all of us. Because of the Lord Jesus, 
because of His love for us and through us, sharing is part of discipleship. And that sharing includes, but 
isn’t limited by, the imagery that separates the sheep from the goats. The test of our sharing is what we do 
to, and for, the least  - the poorest and the weakest – because we are doing it to Christ. Acts of anonymous 
largesse, wonderful though they are, can sometimes be easier than sharing something small with those we 
find it hardest to love. All sharing begins in the heart. It starts with the way I see others. If I see Christ in 
them it becomes easier to share His love with them, whatever that means for my time, money, belongings. 
  
I once sat in a Presbytery trying to write a talk when a man came to the door asking for money. I was tired. 
He’d been before, many times. There was always a sob story. I was irritated that he’d disturbed me and I 
sent him away quickly. I watched him walk down the path. It was late afternoon in dark, wet January. I 
went back to my desk and couldn’t settle down to work. All I could think about was how mean I had been. 
About half an hour later, another caller came to the door. He too had a story, but this time I listened. I was 
so moved, I gave him my coat! Please do not rush to petition for my canonisation. There was little real 
virtue, if any. I was really trying to make up for what I hadn’t done before. Well, maybe life is like that 
sometimes. Rather than hearing this Sunday’s Gospel as self-critique, perhaps we can hear it as a beautiful 
call to share more spontaneously, to share more generously, as our loving generous God does with each of 
us. 
  
I know that the mental health impact of this year and second lockdown is taking its toll on people in our 
parish and school communities. I know too that, sadly, some of our clergy are responding to increased 
numbers of suicides. I know that some of you are tired and have been unwell or receiving treatment. Let’s 
remember to pray for each other.  
 
May the Lord Jesus reign anew in our hearts, with wisdom, power and love. 



 

 

PACT – Prisoners Advice and Care Trust Support for Prisoners’ Children at Christmas 
www.prisonadvice.org.uk/news/operation-elf  
Every year more than 200,000 children experience the distress and heartache of losing someone they 
love because of imprisonment. Through no fault of their own, these children will often deal with shame, 
embarrassment, stigma and loneliness - and may live in households with parents or carers who 
themselves are struggling to cope. This has been an extremely difficult year for many, and prisoners' 
children and families have faced many months without any visits and little contact with their loved one 
in prison. In any given year, Christmas can be a particularly painful time for children with a parent in 
prison, but never more than this year.   
Last year, our St Aidan’s parish community generously donated Christmas gifts to the PACT Operation 
Elf appeal, which were gratefully received and distributed at our local prisons in Banstead. This year, 
instead of the toys they would usually ask for, they are asking supporters to buy a book token to the 
value of £10, or  in multiples of £10, that can be sent in a Chr istmas card to a pr isoner 's child.  
The PACT team will then arrange for the book token to be sent to a child in a Christmas card from their 
mother or father in prison, so that the child can exchange it for a book that they would like.  
If you would like to help, you can buy book tokens online from www.nationalbooktokens.com  (using a 
credit/debit card or PayPal)  Please choose either a generic book token design or a Christmas-themed 
book token design, and use this delivery address:  
Operation Elf, PACT, 29 Peckham Road, London SE5 8UA 
If you buy your book token(s) in person, please send them in an envelope to the above address.  
IMPORTANT: Please make sure that your book token(s) arrive before 23rd November 2020 to allow for 
them to be distribution to the prisons.  
 
“Providing a simple gift for a prisoner to give to their child strengthens the bonds within families and 
makes the future brighter for us all. None of us can change the past, but we can help love make a 
difference. If you can, please help us - and thank you.” 
Archbishop John Wilson, PACT's Vice President 

NEWS FROM THE FLOATING SHELTER: 
 
This year's Floating Shelter project of sandwich provision for rough sleepers is progressing well. Each 
Thursday evening we send off 100 sandwiches freshly made by Coulsdon volunteers for distribution by 
Nightwatch in Queens Gardens, Croydon. About 70 guests turn up, some of them old familiar faces to us. 
Hot food is provided by other charities and our sandwiches are taken for consumption later or on the next 
day. Alongside this we have been sending a large consignment of requested goods which we have collect-
ed in our parishes. By the end of the evening everything has been snapped up. Guests are so very grateful 
for this. Many of them have in the past relied for their meals on the daily drop-in centres which are no 
longer able to operate because of Covid restrictions. As a result Nightwatch have seen a great increase in 
demand for their services as they can operate in the relatively safe environment of the open air. In 
Coulsdon we will continue to provide until the end of the year. However, our St Aidan's parish collection 
of goods can now close as one of the other Coulsdon churches will take up the baton. 
 
In addition to this support for Nightwatch, the Floating Shelter has at short notice been asked by Croydon 
Council to provide a hot meal each night for the residents of one of their temporary rough sleepers' hos-
tels: the Somewhere Safe To Stay Hub by Croydon University Hospital. We, the churches of Coulsdon, 
have taken on Thursday nights until the end of the year and the rota has instantly been filled up with vol-
unteers ready to cook and deliver a meal each week. Many thanks to all who are supporting these ventures. 
 
Finally, Waitrose are in the habit of supporting the work of the Floating Shelter in December by giving us 
a box in their green token scheme. This always brings in a vital few hundred pounds. Although voting 
with the green tokens cannot take place in the normal way because of Covid restrictions, Waitrose have 
agreed to share equally among the December charities the £1,000 they would normally donate. We are 
grateful for the donation of £333 they have pledged in support of our revised work this year.  

http://www.prisonadvice.org.uk/news/operation-elf
http://www.nationalbooktokens.com


 

 

Readings for this Sunday 

Christ the King - Solemnity    

First Reading       Ezekiel 34:11-12,15-17 

The Lord says this: I am going to look after my 
flock myself and keep all of it in view. As a shep-
herd keeps all his flock in view when he stands up 
in the middle of his scattered sheep, so shall I keep 
my sheep in view. I shall rescue them from wher-
ever they have been scattered during the mist and 
darkness. I myself will pasture my sheep, I myself 
will show them where to rest – it is the Lord who 
speaks. I shall look for the lost one, bring back the 
stray, bandage the wounded and make the weak 
strong. I shall watch over the fat and healthy. I 
shall be a true shepherd to them. 
As for you, my sheep, the Lord says this: I will 
judge between sheep and sheep, between rams and 
he-goats. 

Psalm                                            22(33):1-3a, 5-6 

The Lord is my shepherd;  
there is nothing I shall want. 
 
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall 
want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me 
repose. 
 
Near restful waters he leads me, to revive my 
drooping spirit. 
He guides me along the right path; he is true to his 
name. 
 
You have prepared a banquet for me in the sight of 
my foes. 
My head you have anointed with oil; my cup is 
overflowing. 
 
Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me all 
the days of my life. 
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell for ever and 
ever. 
 
2nd  Reading        1 Corinthians 15:20-26,28 
 
Christ has been raised from the dead, the first-fruits 
of all who have fallen asleep. Death came through 
one man and in the same way the resurrection of 
the dead has come through one man. Just as all 
men die in Adam, so all men will be brought to life 
In Christ, burt all of them in their proper order.  

After that will come the end, when he hands over 
the kingdom to God the Father, having done away 
with every sovereignty, authority and power. For he 
must be king until he has put all his enemies under 
his feet and the last of the enemies to be destroyed 
is death, for everything is to be put under his 
feet. And when everything is subjected to him, then 
the Son himself will be subject in his turn to the 
One who subjected all things to him, so that God 
may be all  in all. 
 
 

Gospel       Matthew 25:31-46 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘When the Son of Man 
comes in his glory, escorted by all the angels, then 
he will take his seat on his throne of glory. All the 
nations will be assembled before him and he will 
separate men one from another as the shepherd sep-
arates sheep from goats. He will place the sheep on 
his right hand and the goats on his left. ‘Then the 
King will say to those on his right hand, “Come, 
you whom my Father has blessed, take for your 
heritage the kingdom prepared for you since the 
foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you 
gave me food; I was thirsty and you gave me drink; 
I was a stranger and you made me welcome; naked 
and you clothed me, sick and you visited me, in 
prison and you came to see me.” Then the virtuous 
will say to him in reply, “Lord, when did we see 
you hungry and feed you; or thirsty and give you 
drink? When did we see you a stranger and make 
you welcome; naked and clothe you; sick or in pris-
on and go to see you?” And the King will answer, 
“I tell you solemnly, in so far as you did this to one 
of the least of these brothers of mine, you did it to 
me.” ‘Next he will say to those on his left hand, 
“Go away from me, with your curse upon you, to 
the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his an-
gels. For I was hungry and you never gave me 
food; I was thirsty and you never gave me anything 
to drink; I was a stranger and you never made me 
welcome, naked and you never clothed me, sick 
and in prison and you never visited me.” Then it 
will be their turn to ask, “Lord, when did we see 
you hungry or thirsty, a stranger or naked, sick or 
in prison, and did not come to your help?” Then he 
will answer, “I tell you solemnly, in so far as you 
neglected to do this to one of the least of these, you 
neglected to do it to me.” ‘And they will go away 
to eternal punishment, and the virtuous to eternal 
life.  


