St Aidan’s Catholic Church - Coulsdon
Parish Priest: Fr. Peter Mansfield

Parish House: 1 Portnalls Road, Coulsdon, Surrey
Tel: 020 8660 2452

CR5 3DD

Email: coulsdon@rcaos.org.uk

Parish website: www.st-aidans-parish.org.uk
Church Hall enquiries: staidanshallbookings@gmail.com
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'The God Who Speaks' ~ The Year of the Word
Year A.

29th week - Ordinary time.

18th October 2020

2nd collection today - Missio (Foreign missions - the spread of the Gospel)
8 November - Student Priests Training Fund
Masses are now open to parishioners under the stated conditions.
Public Masses are also streamed on the parish YouTube channel:

St Aidans Coulsdon

Saturday
Sunday
Sunday

6pm Vigil William Samson Bishop
9am
Kathleen Gaffney RIP
11am
Steve Ashmore RIP

St Ignatius of Antioch

Monday

10am

Tuesday

Rescheduled SCHOOL MASS STREAMED at 2pm - church not open for this Mass.

This Sunday’s readings are on P 4.

Fr Cyril Hastings RIP

Wednesday 6.30pm

Francis and Mary Winifred Bede-Cox

Thursday

10am

Yvonne Sweeney RIP

1.30pm

Requiem Mass for Raymond Mulhearn RIP. (Family only).

10am

Welfare of Mary Gardiner

Friday
Saturday

6pm Vigil People of the parish

Sunday

9am

St John Paul II

Welfare of Sandra Fernandes (Birthday)

Please remember in your prayers those who have
died recently:
Peter Leeks RIP.
(lived in this parish all his life and died aged
83 years. Funeral Mass 29th October 10am).
Johanna Coulter RIP. (former parishioner).
Barry Joyce RIP (nephew of John Joyce)
Raymond Mulhearn RIP
Anniversary: Sheila McCarthy RIP
May they rest in peace and rise in glory.

11am Maria Almeida RIP

Please pray for the sick and housebound:
Angela Lambert, Baby Sophie Gouveia,
Jean Agius, Stewart Hunt,
Eufrecinia (Sanny) Liguori, Derek Devine,
Evelyn Browning, Lesley Leavey, Josie Davitt,
Bernadette Blaquiere, Anne Walker,
Mary Reynolds, Claudette Lovell, Sammy
McCarroll, Trudy Kiely, Mary Crehan,
James Tomlin, John Cooksey, Sarah Bell,
Joseph Darville, Barbara & Geoff Wood.

Parish Pastoral Council Meeting
8th October 2020
The Parish Pastoral Council held its sixth Zoom
meeting since lockdown on 8th October; we began
as usual with an opening prayer.
We again reviewed the arrangements for Mass
after several months with the church open. In
general things are going well. We operate a first
come first admitted policy and whilst this is not
ideal, having explored other options it will remain
the policy for the foreseeable future.
We are aware that the Christmas Masses will
need special attention. There may well be a
higher demand for some Masses and we would
like to work out an approach which is fair and
simple. We will hold a dedicated meeting on this
subject.
Meanwhile our advice is to arrive for Mass in
good time. All Masses are Live Streamed on
YouTube.
We reviewed our financial position and it remains
a concern, obviously our offertory collection is
still below pre-lockdown levels. Thank you to
everyone who has taken out standing orders
during lockdown. This really is the best way to
support the parish. If you would like to start a
standing order please contact Peter McFall on
coulsdontreasurer@rcaos.org.uk Do not forget
you can donate via JustGiving at any time, visit
the website and click on the JustGiving icon on
the home page.
Fr Peter brought the meeting to a close with a
final prayer with special mention of those people
suffering from, or being affected by, the
Coronavirus in any way.
We would be pleased to hear from members of
the parish on any subject. Please speak to any
member of the Council, drop a letter into the
sacristy or contact Gerry via
odonnellgerry@outlook.com.
The PPC members are, Fr. Peter, Sue Carr,
Pauline D’Mello-Maplesden, Brenda Eydman,
Roque Fernandes, Bernadette Hallett, Bridget
Hanlon, Penne Hutton, Peter McFall,
Erica Thurbon, Gerry O’Donnell, Elsie Ofili
and Colin Wilding.

November prayers for the faithful departed.
During the month of November there will be a
book placed on the sanctuary with the names of
our departed loved ones.
Please place your list in the boxes provided at
church as from this week. You will find them near
the collection baskets in each aisle, i.e. in the
centre and at both corners near the back. This year
you can also email your list to Fr Peter.
coulsdon@rcaos.org.uk In the subject box please
write: Holy Souls.
Throughout November prayers and Masses will be
offered for all the names received. Those bereaves
are always included.

PURLEY FOOD BANK.
Thank you for your ongoing generosity which is
much appreciated and desperately needed.
Please donate these essential items: small bags sugar,
tinned carrots or sweetcorn, tinned cooked meat, jars
of honey or peanut butter, long life fruit juice,
shampoo, unisex deodorant, bars of soap. If you wish
to deliver goods to the Food Bank it is open for
deliveries on Wed/Sat 10am - noon.
WEST CROYDON REFUGEE CENTRE.
Please continue to donate baby clothes, nappies etc.
which are much appreciated.
The Centre is also open for deliveries on Monday
from 2-5pm.
West Croydon Refugee Centre are very grateful for
the ongoing high quality of our donations of baby
items.
They also need clothes for 2 - 7year olds, small
backpacks and for all ages new or nearly new shoes
and trainers as well as good outdoor rainproof
jackets, and women and children's new underwear.

Priest’s reference for Catholic secondary schools.
THIS IS THE FINAL WEEK TO GET A REFERENCE SIGNED BY FR PETER.
You can email Fr Peter for an appointment. Please do not bring children. Please state which catholic schools you are
applying to. One Catholic parent is sufficient for the appointment but both may come if preferred. Please ensure that
you have all the relevant forms available as he can only give one appointment per family.
Primary school references will be dealt with towards the end of the year.

Our Diocese is offering a STREAMED INTERACTIVE BIBLE STUDY course to enable people to
do it from their own home. It begins on 4th November 7 – 8.30pm. Course info and free registration:

www.comeandsee.org
The course will walk you through each of the 12 biblical periods. This way, you will clearly see how the
many characters and events in Scripture are related to each other in one unified narrative, from
Adam & Eve to Jesus Christ.
You will grasp the Big Picture of the Bible from start to finish, the Old and New Testament, ...for life!
Each live-streamed session has a time of discussion with Q&A. Bible Readings and Teaching Summary
Notes will be made available.
A recent letter from Archbishop John to the clergy of the Diocese
has some encouragement and food for thought for everyone,
- below is an extract.
The movement from autumn into winter has always been my favourite time
of year. I know this is counterintuitive. Most people long for the warmth and
sunshine of spring into summer. Perhaps it’s just my northern soul. I am told
I take after my grandma who loved the dark nights so she could sit by the
fire. The uncertainty we feel at the moment will not be helped by the change
of season and the onset of colder weather. The past eight months have been a challenge for everyone,
especially those who have faced the death of loved ones through Covid 19, or serious illness because
of the virus. In our own way we have all been affected by the lockdown, the ongoing restrictions, and
the prospect of continuing, even increased, measures to stem the transmission of infection. I am very
aware of the toll this year has taken on people. Even for those of us who were able to manage a break –
and not everyone could – the subtle pressures of an altered pattern of liturgical worship and pastoral
ministry are not to be underestimated. I spoke to a priest last week who said ‘I just feel tired all the
time.’ What may be true physically, can also be true spiritually. ‘Nothing seems quite right,’ said
another priest. For some, this time has meant more availability for their own personal prayer, reading,
and reflection. For others, it has disrupted their familiar routine. There are no simple answers to any of
this. None of us knows when things will actually return to what went before, if indeed they ever will in
exactly the same way. At a time of instability and transition we keep our eyes focused on what remains
the same – yesterday, today and forever. Whatever our sense of darkness, a light has been kindled that
can never be extinguished. ‘I am the light of the world,’ said the Lord Jesus. How much we need His
light – the light of His presence in the Blessed Sacrament; the light of His word in the Gospel; the light
of His friendship in our prayer; the light of His compassion in our service and our struggles. Christ our
light stands knocking at the door of our heart. St Augustine reminds us that, despite what we might be
experiencing, we must ‘get out of bed and open the door.’ We receive each day a new call to life in,
through and with Christ.
There are plenty of discouragements in our lives. The demands upon us can feel overwhelming, but the
light of the world, the light of my world and your world is shining. Christ shines when we take notice,
and when we don’t. Christ illumines when we become aware, and when we don’t. Christ warms when
night falls and the cold bites. Christ Himself is our encouragement, our light for the way ahead.
However, the next weeks and months unfold, our closeness to Christ will make all the difference. Of
course, I write all of this to myself, but I hope it helps you too. As we move forward, we do so
together. As the nights darken, may Christ blaze as our life, our love and our hope.
With the assurance of my prayer and gratitude
I remain your servant in Christ
Archbishop John Wilson.

Prayer to St Aidan

for our parish.

O most holy St Aidan, our patron,
guide our parish in the way of the Gospel as you did in this land in ages past.
Protect us from the pandemic and all its consequences.
Help us to find ways of extending our pastoral care and spiritual support
to those who are housebound or in any kind of need.
Intercede for us, that the Mass and the sacraments may become ever more accessible to God’s people
so that we may praise and glorify His name in word and song and be gathered
together in great numbers to receive the ‘bread of life’ which is Christ Jesus our Lord.
AMEN

First Reading

Isaiah 45:1, 4-6

Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whom
he has taken by his right hand to subdue nations
before him and strip the loins of kings, to force
gateways before him that their gates be closed no
more: ‘It is for the sake of my servant Jacob, of
Israel my chosen one, that I have called you by
your name, conferring a title though you do not
know me. I am the Lord, unrivalled; there is no
other God besides me. Though you do not know
me, I arm you that men may know from the rising
to the setting of the sun that, apart from me, all is
nothing.’
Psalm

Second Reading

1 Thessalonians 1:1-5

From Paul, Silvanus and Timothy, to the Church in
Thessalonika which is in God the Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ; wishing you grace and peace from
God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. We always
mention you in our prayers and thank God for you
all, and constantly remember before God our Father
how you have shown your faith in action, worked for
love and persevered through hope, in our Lord Jesus
Christ. We know, brothers, that God loves you and
that you have been chosen, because when we
brought the Good News to you, it came to you not
only as words, but as power and as the Holy Spirit
and as utter conviction.

95(96)1,3-5,7-10
Gospel acclamation.

JN 17:17

Give the Lord glory and power.
O sing a new song to the Lord,
sing to the Lord all the earth.
Tell among the nations his glory
and his wonders among all the peoples.
.
The Lord is great and worthy of praise,
to be feared above all gods;
the gods of the heathens are naught.
It was the Lord who made the heavens,
Give the Lord, you families of peoples,
give the Lord glory and power;
give the Lord the glory of his name.
Bring an offering and enter his courts.
Worship the Lord in his temple.
O earth, tremble before him.
Proclaim to the nations: ‘God is king.’
He will judge the peoples in fairness.

Alleluia, alleluia!
Your word is truth, O Lord:
consecrate us in the truth.
Alleluia!
Gospel 2

Matthew 22:15-21

The Pharisees went away to work out between
them how to trap Jesus in what he said. And they
sent their disciples to him, together with the
Herodians, to say, ‘Master, we know that you are
an honest man and teach the way of God in an
honest way, and that you are not afraid of anyone,
because a man’s rank means nothing to you. Tell us
your opinion, then. Is it permissible to pay taxes to
Caesar or not?’ But Jesus was aware of their malice
and replied, ‘You hypocrites! Why do you set this
trap for me? Let me see the money you pay the tax
with.’ They handed him a denarius, and he said,
‘Whose head is this? Whose name?’ ‘Caesar’s’
they replied. He then said to them, ‘Very well, give
back to Caesar what belongs to Caesar – and to
God what belongs to God.’

