
 

 

Parish Priest:  Fr. Peter Mansfield     

Parish House:   1 Portnalls Road, Coulsdon, Surrey       CR5 3DD                                                       

Tel: 020 8660 2452          Email:  coulsdon@rcaos.org.uk    

Parish website:  www.st-aidans-parish.org.uk         

Church Hall enquiries:   staidanshallbookings@gmail.com     

Property maintenance, report issues:   staidanspremisesteam@gmail.com 

St. Aidan’s School:  01737556036 

 Year A.                                     18th Sunday ~ Ordinary Time               2nd August 2020 

St Aidan’s Catholic Church  - Coulsdon 

'The God Who Speaks'   ~  The Year of the Word 

Please pray for the sick and housebound:           
Rudolph Burton, John Stradling,  
Eufrecinia (Sanny) Liguori, Derek Devine,  
Evelyn Browning, Jean Agius, Audrey Wright,  
Eileen Mallows, Wendy Vaughan, Lesley Leavey,  
Josie Davitt, Bernadette Blaquiere, Anne Walker,  
Peter Leeks, Mary Reynolds, Claudette Lovell,  
Sammy McCarroll, Trudy Kiely, Mary Crehan,  
James Tomlin, John Cooksey, Sarah Bell, 
 Joseph Darville, Barbara & Geoff Wood. 

Apples galore !  
 
There are many apples 
on the trees at the side 
of the Parish House. 
Please come and  
help yourself. 

Accommodation request. One of our  well known 
parishioners (a teacher) needs to vacate his rented 
accommodation due to the sale of the property. If 
anyone knows of any flats (studio or one bedroom) 
or large room to rent, please let Fr Peter know. 
Thank you.  

Masses are now open to parishioners under the stated conditions. 

 Public Masses are also streamed on the parish YouTube channel:    St Aidans Coulsdon 

 

Sat 6pm Vigil       Moyna Hallett RIP                  

Sunday 9am         Anthony Hope RIP;          Sunday 11am   Moyna Hallett RIP 

Monday 10am      Anthony D’Mello RIP. 

Tuesday     NO SCHEDULED MASS      (People of the par ish)     St Jean Vianney (Cure d’Ars)      

Wednesday 6.30pm  Welfare of Rudolph Burton (Ill).                                 

Thursday 10am    In thanksgiving for the birth of baby Mary Rose Withers  (Wilding)     

                                                                                                                                The Transfiguration 

Friday 10am         Jams Corcoran RIP                               

Sat 6pm Vigil       Peter & Daphne Kavanagh       

9am    People of the par ish                           Sunday 11am    Raymond and Alma Cecil  RIP 



 

 

Dear sisters and brothers, 
 
There are many signs that our parish continues to witness to the Gospel through prayer and good works. Again I 
thank all those who are volunteering in so many different ways and those who keep the parish in their prayers. 
 
That having been said, parish life, like so may other aspects of life, is so very different to what we are used to and 
what we spiritually need. Even if the reasons are understandable there are many difficult constraints essential 
pastoral care.  For example we are not yet allowed to visit our housebound parishioners with Holy Communion. I 
am not allowed to visit inside a house except if someone is dying. Our sacramental preparation programmes have 
been totally disrupted as well as the celebration of the sacraments of initiation for children and young people. 
 
There are some slow but welcome signs of progress. As a parish we have to do what we can to avoid deferring too 
much until some unknown future day when restrictions are no longer required. However, safety must be paramount 
and we will only do what can be done safely and within government and diocesan guidelines.  On that basis I have 
now agreed dates with parents for all the postponed baptisms as well as those on the waiting list. Funerals in church 
are now possible. The postponed first Holy Communion Masses will be able to go ahead albeit with the constrains 
of the Covid19 safeguards. The government have capped the number of what they class as ‘life cycle 
events’ (funerals, baptisms, confirmations, first Communions, etc.) at 30 people. This is very much less than the 
number of people allowed at daily Masses. For our parish it means that we need to have 6 first Communion Masses 
allowing for only 6 people per family including the child receiving first Communion. I therefore ask that only first 
Communion families attend these Masses. This means that on the weekends of 12 /13 and 26 /27 September none 
of the Masses can be open to the parish generally. I ask your understanding about this arrangement. All the Masses 
will be streamed as usual.  
 
I would like to clarify an issue concerning children. When the government relaxed the rules on masks and 
distancing for schools it did not mirror those changes for children in the context of churches. The requirements for 
children and adults concerning masks and distancing remains a requirement in law. Children are not exempt in a 
church environment in the same way as they are at school. Church authorities do not have any discretion in relation 
to these requirements. On Friday the government announced that even the 2m distancing (possible for small group 
services) no longer exempts people from wearing a mask in a church, this will become law on 8th August. 
The full details can be read on the government website in the following section: 
COVID-19: guidance for the safe use of places of worship and special religious services and gatherings during the 
pandemic.   
 
The fact that our church and parish life is not as we knew it spurs us to reflect afresh on the promise of Jesus ‘I am 
with you always’.  It is a good time to recall some words of Pope Francis when he addressed us at the beginning of 
the pandemic: 
 

Faith begins when we realise we are not self-sufficient; by ourselves we founder: we need the Lord. Let us 
invite Jesus into the boats of our lives. Let us hand over our fears to him so that he can conquer them. Like 
the disciples, we will experience that with him on board there will be no shipwreck. Because this is God’s 
strength: turning to the good everything that happens to us, even the bad things. He brings serenity into our 
storms, because with God life never dies. 
 
We have a hope: by his cross we have been healed and embraced so that nothing and no one can separate us 
from his redeeming love. In the midst of isolation when we are suffering from a lack of tenderness and 
chances to meet up, and we experience the loss of so many things, let us once again listen to the 
proclamation that saves us: he is risen and is living by our side.   
                                                                                                        [Edited from Pope Francis, 27 March 2020] 

 
At this time of testing for us as individuals and as a community, I entrust our parish and its people to Jesus our Lord 
who said:  ‘I am the good shepherd; I know my own and my own know me.’  It is he who leads us and as it says in 
the 23rd Psalm, he is there with his crook and his staff with these he gives us comfort. 
 
I am pleased to tell you that there were four men ordained as priests for our diocese in July. They too had to observe 
the maximum of 30 people at their ordinations. They are: Fr Dermott O’Gorman (ex John Fisher School),   
Fr Giovanni Prandini, Fr John Howard and Fr Peter Sebastian. Please keep them in your prayers as they prepare to 
begin their ministry. 
 

May Our Lady and St Aidan remain close to us.  

We pray that as Christ’s flock we may remain close to him who is our  

‘Good Shepherd’ and in him united with one another. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-places-of-worship-during-the-pandemic-from-4-july
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-places-of-worship-during-the-pandemic-from-4-july


 

 

     Mass readings and hymn titles for this Sunday 
 

Gathering:  Come to the feast of heaven and ear th (Dan Schutte - St Louis Jesuits) 
 
Communion:  The King of love my Shepherd is. 
 
Final:  Come to the water  (Fr John Foley SJ - St Louis Jesuits) 

First reading   Isaiah 55:1-3 

Thus says the Lord: 

Oh, come to the water all you who are thirsty; 
though you have no money, come! 
Buy corn without money, and eat, 
and, at no cost, wine and milk. 
Why spend money on what is not bread, 
your wages on what fails to satisfy? 
Listen, listen to me, and you will have good things 

to eat 
and rich food to enjoy. 
Pay attention, come to me; 
listen, and your soul will live. 
With you I will make an everlasting covenant 
out of the favours promised to David. 
 
 
Psalm 144(145):8-9,15-18 
 

You open wide your hand, O Lord;  
you grant our desires. 
 

The Lord is kind and full of compassion, 
slow to anger, abounding in love. 

How good is the Lord to all, 
compassionate to all his creatures. 

 

The eyes of all creatures look to you 
and you give them their food in due time. 

You open wide your hand, 
grant the desires of all who live. 

 

The Lord is just in all his ways 
and loving in all his deeds. 

He is close to all who call him, 
who call on him from their hearts. 

Second reading                       Romans 8:35,37-39 

Nothing can come between us and the love of 
Christ, even if we are troubled or worried, or being 
persecuted, or lacking food or clothes, or being 
threatened or even attacked. These are the trials 
through which we triumph, by the power of him 
who loved us. 

For I am certain of this: neither death nor life, no 
angel, no prince, nothing that exists, nothing still to 
come, not any power, or height or depth, nor any 
created thing, can ever come between us and the 
love of God made visible in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

 
Gospel                                Matthew 14:13-21 

 

When Jesus received the news of John the Baptist’s 
death he withdrew by boat to a lonely place where 
they could be by themselves. But the people heard 
of this and, leaving the towns, went after him on 
foot. So as he stepped ashore he saw a large crowd; 
and he took pity on them and healed their sick. 

When evening came, the disciples went to him 
and said, ‘This is a lonely place, and the time has 
slipped by; so send the people away, and they can 
go to the villages to buy themselves some food.’ 
Jesus replied, ‘There is no need for them to go: 
give them something to eat yourselves.’ But they 
answered ‘All we have with us is five loaves and 
two fish.’ ‘Bring them here to me’ he said. He gave 
orders that the people were to sit down on the 
grass; then he took the five loaves and the two fish, 
raised his eyes to heaven and said the blessing. And 
breaking the loaves handed them to his disciples 
who gave them to the crowds. They all ate as much 
as they wanted, and they collected the scraps 
remaining; twelve baskets full. Those who ate 
numbered about five thousand men, to say nothing 
of women and children. 



 

 

Newsletter. 
We encourage people to continue reading the weekly newsletter on their devices at home rather than taking 
printed sheets from church. However, we will make a few paper copies available for those who do not have 
a facility to read the newsletter electronically. The paper editions are on the trolley-table which is in the 
right hand corner at the back as you come through the second set of doors when entering the church. Please 
make every effort not to touch copies that you are not taking. The Living Faith booklets are in the same 
place. There is no place for payment for any publications except the offertory collection baskets which can 
used for that purpose also..  

Public Masses arel once again being celebrated in St Aidan's Church from this weekend. 

To keep everyone safe and to comply with government regulations there are significant changes 

to our normal practice. Times of Masses including weekday Masses are given on P3 of this 

newsletter. There are several requirements which are legally binding on us. 

 Numbers of people attending will be strictly limited and places will be allocated on a first-         
     come, first-served basis. Registering for Track & Trace online is not a booking for a seat for 
Mass. 
 
 In order to comply with Track & Trace requirements we will need the name one contact 

detail for everyone attending.  People in households sharing can do it on one card with a 
shred contact detail.  Please bring this information with you. For those who forget there will 
be cards available at church. People can also register by filling in the contact form online in 
advance. Pre registering on line is not  a booking for a seat. 

 

  Everyone attending must bring and wear a face mask. This is because we have had to opt                      
       for 1m plus distancing. 
 

   Distancing (1 metre plus) will be maintained using signs on the pews indicating where to sit. 
Please sit on the sign as they are strategically placed.  Seating is generally set out in 
clusters of 3 or 2. Only those sharing at home can make a cluster. People on their own can 
sit in a cluster place but not sharing. Those who are on their own will be the only person in 
the bench. 

 

  Stewards will be on hand to direct you to marked places and to control movement during the            
       distribution of Communion. 
 

   We are not permitted to have the church toilet open.   
 
 There is no restriction on people from vulnerable categories and no upper age limit; 

however, young people under 16 years and children should be accompanied by an adult. 
 
 Currently we are unable to admit children who are too young to wear a mask. Children who 

are admitted must be capable of sitting beside the adult without moving around and 
touching surfaces as that would be a risk to themselves and to others.  

 
 Stewards will help at the end of Mass by calling a bench at a time starting at the back of the 

church.  Please sanitise before you leave. 
 
 Please avoid congregating outside after church as it would facilitate a risk in the present 

circumstances. 


