
 

 

Parish Priest:  Fr. Peter Mansfield     
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 Year A.                                     17th Sunday ~ Ordinary Time                  26th July 2020 

St Aidan’s Catholic Church  - Coulsdon 

'The God Who Speaks'   ~  The Year of the Word 

Dear sisters and brothers, 
 
The system for Masses at church has been going 
well since we opened. Thank you to all who are 
helping. It would be helpful if we had a few more 
stewards so that volunteers would not need to be on 
duty every week. Please contact me if you would be 
able to do that on some Sundays.  
coulsdon@rcaos.org.uk 
 
Some people seem unsure as to whether they can 
remove their mask before approaching to receive 
Holy Communion. It is acceptable and easier to do 
that by pulling it down under the chin. It is for this 
reason that Communion is now given in silence. 
Removing the mask after receiving the Host in the 
hand is more awkward. 
 

**************************** 
Normally I take my holidays at this time. This 
year, like many of you, I have not done so as supply 
priests are scarce and having just opened the church 
it is best that I remain to see it through this phase. I 
will however need to take a break before Christmas 
but will look at it later on.  
 
Our supply priests from abroad Fr John and  
Fr Ferruccio keep in touch with me and they are 
always interested on how you all are. They also 
keep in contact through our website and streaming. 
It’s lovely that even after a short time here they 
retain an attachment and interest in  St Aidan’s.  
Fr Joe in Stuttgart continues to offer a Mass every 
week for our parish community.   

 

May the peace of Christ surround you 

now and always. 

Summary notes of Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
20th July 2020   
 
The Parish Pastoral Council held its fourth Zoom 
meeting during lockdown on 20th July; we began as 
usual with an opening prayer. 
The arrangements for the reopening of the church for 
Mass appear to be going well and we thank all 
parishioners for their cooperation. Please remember 
everyone needs to pre-register or bring their registration 
details to every mass they attend. The numbers 
attending are manageable at the moment but as more 
people return to the church and if the current 
regulations remain in place we will need to develop a 
better process than the current ‘first in first admitted’ 
policy. The volunteer stewards and cleaners are doing a 
great job but it would help enormously if there were 
more of them. 
Our financial position remains a concern, as more 
people return to mass we would hope to see the 
offertory bring in some welcome revenue. Do not forget 
you can donate via JustGiving at any time (one off 
payments). Visit the website and click on the 
JustGiving icon on the home page. The must efficient 
way is a ‘standing order’. Peter Mc Fall can help with 
that coulsdontreasurer@rcaos.org.uk 
Fr Peter bought the meeting to a close with a final 
prayer with special mention of those people suffering 
from, or being affected by, the Coronavirus in any way. 
The next Zoom meeting of the Parish Council will be in 
a month’s time on 24th August 2020. 
We would be pleased to hear from members of the 
parish on any subject. Please speak to any member of 
the Council, drop a letter into the sacristy or contact 
Gerry via odonnellgerry@outlook.com. 
 
The PPC members are:  Fr. Peter, Sue Carr,  
Pauline D’Mello-Maplesden, Brenda Eydman,  
Roque Fernandes, Bernadette Hallett, Bridget Hanlon, 
Penne Hutton, Peter McFall, Erica Thurbon,  
Gerry O’Donnell, Elsie Ofili and Colin Wilding. 

mailto:odonnellgerry@outlook.com


 

 

MASS INTENTIONS. 
 
A Mass intention is said when a person requests that 
the priest remember a particular person living or 
dead at Mass. It can also be for a special intention 
and this may be stated or it can remain private. An 
example would be for God’s help and protection at 
this time for ……. 
 
You may contact Fr Peter by email or otherwise and 
request that he offer a Mass for your intention. He 
will usually be able to let you know the date the 
Mass intention is said. 
 
Every Mass is offered for the whole of humanity 
living and dead. That is because it is Christ’s 
sacrifice made present and Jesus offered himself for 
the whole world. Therefore a ‘Mass intention’ 
means that someone or something is brought to the 
altar and united in a special way with the prayer of 
Christ on the cross. 
 
Normally an offering is made to the priest who says 
the Mass intention but no one should feel that it is 
compulsory to do so. If you are making an offering 
you can do BACS or cheque if you wish.  You can 
also use cash in an envelope. A typical offering is 
£10 but it can be less or nothing as people’s 
circumstances vary. If you wish to have a Mass 
intention offered please email Fr Peter at 
coulsdon@rcaos.org   or telephone  
or put a note through Parish House letterbox. 

Masses are now open to parishioners under the stated conditions. 

 Public Masses are also streamed on the parish YouTube channel:    St Aidans Coulsdon 

 

Sat 6pm Vigil       James Corcoran RIP                                  

Sunday 9am         Ernest Soldanha RIP ;         

Sunday 11am       People of the parish       

Monday 10am      Cristina Fernandes RIP. -  1st Anniversary   

Tuesday     NO SCHEDULED MASS                  

Wednesday 6.30pm  People of the parish.                                              St Marta 

Thursday 10am   Petruccina Del Vecchio RIP                              

Friday 10am        Giovanna Mallozzi RIP                                           St Ignatius Loyola 

Sat 6pm Vigil       Moyna Hallett RIP.                                                   St A lphonsus de’ Liguori 

Please pray for the sick and housebound:           
John Stradling, Eufrecinia (Sanny) Liguori,  
Derek Devine, Evelyn Browning, Jean Agius,  
Audrey Wright, Eileen Mallows, Wendy Vaughan, 
Lesley Leavey, Josie Davitt, Bernadette Blaquiere, 
Anne Walker, Peter Leeks, Mary Reynolds,  
Claudette Lovell, Sammy McCarroll, Trudy Kiely, 
Mary Crehan, James Tomlin, John Cooksey, Sarah Bell, 
 Joseph Darville, Barbara & Geoff Wood. 

Accommodation request. One of our  well known 
parishioners (a teacher) needs to vacate his rented 
accommodation due to the sale of the property. If 
anyone knows of any flats (studio or one bedroom) 
or large room to rent, please let Fr Peter know. 
Thank you.  

Margaret Roper Catholic Primary School  
Vacancy for Lunchtime Supervisor –  
For more information contact: 
business@margaretroper.croydon.sch.uk 

HCPT - Grp 510 -  St Aidan’s Lourdes Group. 
 
Last week we should have been in Lourdes, but 
like everything else, our plans were  somewhat 
curtailed!  However, I have been sharing a daily 
update on my Facebook page, of what the group 
would have been doing. If you would like to see 
what we get up to, find & request  me on FB and 
have a look. This Sunday at the 11am Mass, Fr 
Peter will be remembering everyone who has or 
was meant to be travelling, as a fitting end to our 
virtual week and ’return’. He will be wearing our 
group stole and our books of remembrance will be 
on the sanctuary. The final hymn has been 
recorded by the St Aidan’s choir and a few 
members of the group. If you are joining the 
Mass you will see the recording with several of us 
in our group shirts as the final hymn!  Roll on 
2021, Bridget  
To get our parish channel search in YouTube for  
St Aidans Coulsdon. 



 

 

Extract from Archbishop John’s recent letter to clergy.  
This will be the last one for now.   (Last week’s was wrongly stated to be the last one). 
 

I want to thank you again for all that you have done over the past four month in what have 
been extraordinary circumstances. There have certainly been some challenges, and 
frustrations. For any ways in which I could have managed things better, I ask your pardon. 
Overwhelmingly, the clergy, religious, and laity across the Archdiocese have been 
incredible. With patience, faith and generosity, we have, together, done our best. Thank you 
to everyone for live streaming and using creative ways to support parishioners.  
 
Thank you too to our central service staff, and all those in our parishes and schools. There 
are still uncertain times ahead, but we will face them focused on our mission to announce 
the Gospel and call people to life in Christ through His Church. 
  
Our shared ministry is such an important bond. I bring these lockdown emails to a close 
with two quotations from the recent ordination homilies. 
  

‘My first appointment after ordination was to St Joseph’s in Pontefract. That’s in 
Yorkshire in case you didn’t know. The day I arrived, the Parish Priest took me on a 
tour around the parish in his car. He pointed out the primary and secondary schools, 
the hospital and the hospice, each where I would serve as chaplain. We drove past the 
nursing homes and housing estates I would visit. He told me that I could know when 
the sweet factory across the road from the presbytery was making humbugs because I 
would be able to smell mint in the air – and he was right. But most importantly, he said 
this: ‘I try to be an extension of the love of Christ in the service of His people.’   

 
Remember the prayer of Blessed Charles de Foucauld: 
  

Father, I abandon myself into your hands; 
do with me what you will. 
Whatever you may do, I thank you: 
I am ready for all, I accept all. 

 
Make one simple plea to the Lord: ‘Tell me again how much you love me.’ And then 
listen. Whatever struggles you experience, whatever apathy or resistance you may meet, 
remember that Christ the High Priest submitted so humbly that His prayer was heard.’  
  

With affectionate gratitude, I thank you all, in your different ways. 

John Wilson - Archbishop of Southwark 

 
Apples galore !  
 
There are many apples 
on the trees at the 
side of the Parish 
House. Please come and  
help yourself. 



 

 

     Mass readings and hymn titles for this Sunday 
 

Gathering:  Gathered in the love of Christ  - Marty Haugen  © GIA. 
 
Communion:  O bread of heaven. 
 
Final:  Sing it in the Valleys (St Aidan’s choir) - Lourdes group request 

First reading                           1 Kings 3:5,7-12 

The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream and said, 
‘Ask what you would like me to give you.’ 
Solomon replied, ‘O Lord my God, you have made 
your servant king in succession to David my father. 
But I am a very young man, unskilled in leadership. 
Your servant finds himself in the midst of this 
people of yours that you have chosen, a people so 
many its number cannot be counted or reckoned. 
Give your servant a heart to understand how to 
discern between good and evil, for who could 
govern this people of yours that is so great?’ It 
pleased the Lord that Solomon should have asked 
for this. ‘Since you have asked for this’ the Lord 
said ‘and not asked for long life for yourself or 
riches or the lives of your enemies, but have asked 
for a discerning judgement for yourself, here and 
now I do what you ask. I give you a heart wise and 
shrewd as none before you has had and none will 
have after you.’ 

 
Responsorial Psalm 118(119) 
 

Lord, how I love your law! 
 
My part, I have resolved, O Lord, 
is to obey your word. 
The law from your mouth means more to me 
than silver and gold. 
 
Let your love be ready to console me 
by your promise to your servant. 
Let your love come and I shall live 
for your law is my delight. 
 
That is why I love your commands 
more than finest gold, 
why I rule my life by your precepts, 
and hate false ways. 

Your will is wonderful indeed; 
therefore I obey it. 
The unfolding of your word gives light 
and teaches the simple. 

 
Second reading                         Romans 8:28-30 

We know that by turning everything to their good, 
God co-operates with all those who love him, with 
all those he has called according to his purpose. 
They are the ones he chose specially long ago and 
intended to become true images of his Son, so that 
his Son might be the eldest of many brothers. He 
called those he intended for this; those he called he 
justified, and with those he justified he shared his 
glory. 
 
Gospel                                      Matthew 13:44-52 

Jesus said to the crowds, ‘The kingdom of heaven is 
like treasure hidden in a field which someone has 
found; he hides it again, goes off happy, sells 
everything he owns and buys the field. 

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant 
looking for fine pearls; when he finds one of great 
value he goes and sells everything he owns and 
buys it. 

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet 
cast into the sea that brings in a haul of all kinds. 
When it is full, the fishermen haul it ashore; then, 
sitting down, they collect the good ones in a basket 
and throw away those that are no use. This is how it 
will be at the end of time: the angels will appear and 
separate the wicked from the just to throw them into 
the blazing furnace where there will be weeping and 
grinding of teeth. 

‘Have you understood all this?’ They said, ‘Yes.’ 
And he said to them, ‘Well then, every scribe who 
becomes a disciple of the kingdom of heaven is like 
a householder who brings out from his storeroom 
things both new and old.’ 

Gospel reflection           © Fr Kieran O’Mahony. 
 
Our conviction is that God loves us wholly, in the double sense that he loves us fully and completely, and 
his desire is that grace should touch every dimension of our lives. Anyone who has made the discovery of 
faith, like the merchant in search of fine pearls, will know what is meant: it is so wonderful that it leads to 
a discipleship costing not less than everything. It can be daunting, of course, but it leads to life in 
abundance (Jn 10:10).  
 
Prayer       God of the covenant, faithful and true, you offer us both love and a way of living.  

As we embrace your love for each of us,  help us so to live that we may be fully alive  
with your Good News.  



 

 

Newsletter. 
We encourage people to continue reading the weekly newsletter on their devices at home rather than taking 
printed sheets from church. However, we will make a few paper copies available for those who do not have 
a facility to read the newsletter electronically. The paper editions are on the trolley-table which is in the 
right hand corner at the back as you come through the second set of doors when entering the church. Please 
make every effort not to touch copies that you are not taking. The Living Faith booklets are in the same 
place. There is no place for payment for any publications except the offertory collection baskets which can 
used for that purpose also..  

Public Masses arel once again being celebrated in St Aidan's Church from this weekend. 

To keep everyone safe and to comply with government regulations there are significant changes 

to our normal practice. Times of Masses including weekday Masses are given on P3 of this 

newsletter. There are several requirements which are legally binding on us. 

 Numbers of people attending will be strictly limited and places will be allocated on a first-         
     come, first-served basis. Registering for Track & Trace online is not a booking for a seat for 
Mass. 
 
 In order to comply with Track & Trace requirements we will need the name one contact 

detail for everyone attending.  People in households sharing can do it on one card with a 
shred contact detail.  Please bring this information with you. For those who forget there will 
be cards available at church. People can also register by filling in the contact form online in 
advance. Pre registering on line is not  a booking for a seat. 

 

  Everyone attending must bring and wear a face mask. This is because we have had to opt                      
       for 1m plus distancing. 
 

   Distancing (1 metre plus) will be maintained using signs on the pews indicating where to sit. 
Please sit on the sign as they are strategically placed.  Seating is generally set out in 
clusters of 3 or 2. Only those sharing at home can make a cluster. People on their own can 
sit in a cluster place but not sharing. Those who are on their own will be the only person in 
the bench. 

 

  Stewards will be on hand to direct you to marked places and to control movement during the            
       distribution of Communion. 
 

   We are not permitted to have the church toilet open.   
 
 There is no restriction on people from vulnerable categories and no upper age limit; 

however, young people under 16 years and children should be accompanied by an adult. 
 
 Currently we are unable to admit children who are too young to wear a mask. Children who 

are admitted must be capable of sitting beside the adult without moving around and 
touching surfaces as that would be a risk to themselves and to others.  

 
 Stewards will help at the end of Mass by calling a bench at a time starting at the back of the 

church.  Please sanitise before you leave. 
 
 Please avoid congregating outside after church as it would facilitate a risk in the present 

circumstances. 


