
 

 

Parish Priest:  Fr. Peter Mansfield     

Parish House:   1 Portnalls Road, Coulsdon, Surrey       CR5 3DD                                                       

Tel: 020 8660 2452          Email:  coulsdon@rcaos.org.uk    
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 Year A.                                     16th Sunday ~ Ordinary Time                  19th July 2020 

St Aidan’s Catholic Church  - Coulsdon 

'The God Who Speaks'   ~  The Year of the Word 

Dear sisters and brothers, 
 
It was a great joy to begin welcoming back so many familiar faces to our church last weekend and 
throughout the week. 6pm Saturday Vigil Mass and weekday Masses have room for more people. 9am 
and 11am Masses on Sunday morning were not oversubscribed but we could reach that point in the near 
future. I do ask your understanding if that happens as we are legally obliged to stick to the given capacity. 
No doubt we will develop skills and use technology that will help us manage the situation but there is no  
satisfactory solution to it while the present safeguards have to remain in place. Weekday Mass attendance 
is still quite low so it is a good place to start if you are considering coming to church. The instructions 
concerning public Masses are printed on the back of this newsletter.  
 
I have received communication from the diocese with directives for funerals, weddings, baptisms,  
1st Communions, etc. The Government has set a different maximum number for these services, it is 30 
people in total, with 1m distancing and masks. This maximum number is the same for all places of 
worship. 
 
Here at St Aidan’s funeral Masses can now take place with mourners and the coffin in church. Baptisms 
will recommence next month. I am currently contacting all the parents whose children’s baptisms were 
postponed as well as those on the waiting list. The response so far would indicate that all available dates 
are likely to be booked to the end of October by those who have been waiting. I will soon be in a position 
to take new bookings for dates beyond that point. All ceremonies in church require the same routine as 
public Masses including the wearing of masks and registration as well as stewarding and cleaning. 
 
Newsletters. If you have a hard copy of the newsletter  delivered to you at home by a volunteer  and 
you now come to church regularly please inform the person delivering that you will collect the newsletter 
at church from now on. Newsletters are on the trolley-table which is in the right hand corner of the back 
of the church as you come through the second set of doors when entering. Please make every effort not to 
touch copies that you are not taking. 
 

May Jesus the Good Shepherd hold you close to him at his time  

and may you know the  protection of Mary’s intercession. 

 

  With my love  and prayers, 



 

 

MASS INTENTIONS. 
 
A Mass intention is said when a person 
requests that the priest remember a particular 
person living or dead at Mass. It can also be 
for a special intention and this may be stated 
or it can remain private. An example would be 
for God’s help and protection at this time for 
……. 
 
You may contact Fr Peter by email or 
otherwise and request that he offer a Mass for 
your intention. He will usually be able to let 
you know the date the Mass intention is said. 
 
Every Mass is offered for the whole of 
humanity living and dead. That is because it is 
Christ’s sacrifice made present and Jesus 
offered himself for the whole world. Therefore 
a ‘Mass intention’ means that someone or 
something is brought to the altar and united in 
a special way with the prayer of Christ on the 
cross. 
 
Normally an offering is made to the priest who 
says the Mass intention but no one should feel 
that it is compulsory to do so. If you are 
making an offering you can do BACS or 
cheque if you wish.  You can also use cash in 
an envelope. A typical offering is £10 but it 
can be less or nothing as people’s 
circumstances vary. If you wish to have a 
Mass intention offered please email Fr Peter at 
coulsdon@rcaos.org   or telephone  
or put a note through Parish House letterbox. 

Masses are now open to parishioners under the stated conditions. 

 Public Masses are also streamed on the parish Y ouTube channel:    St A idans Coulsdon 

 

Sat 6pm Vigil   John Healey RIP.                      

Sunday 9am     Welfare of Eileen Mallows      

Sunday 11am   Clement Ignatius Ireland  RIP. - 40th anniversary.   

Monday 10am    Antonia Mazzalavo RIP 

Tuesday     NO SCHEDULED MASS    (People of the par ish)                

Wednesday 12 noon      Requiem Mass for  Mary & Joseph Calafato.          St Mary Magdalene  

                                               (Mary’s funeral, Joseph’s memorial))                  

Thursday 10am  Luciano Di Sancto RIP.                       St Bridget of Sweden - Patron of Europe                                

Friday 10am      Michael & Mary Bermingham RIP. 

Sat 6pm Vigil     James Corcoran RIP                                                  (St James the Great -  Apostle) 

Sunday 9am       Ernest Soldanha RIP ;        Sunday 11am    People of the par ish       

FLOATING SHELTER UPDATE - 2020. 
 
Dear Helpers and parish supporters, 
I hope you and your families are keeping well in this uncertain 
time. 
I plan to email you individually but wanted you to know asap 
that unfortunately, owing to the pandemic, we cannot possibly 
run our Floating Shelter this winter. 
Thank you all for your valuable help in the past and I hope 
that we can work together again at the Shelter in 2021. 
 
Kind regards, 
Maureen Lee  

************************ 
 

Message form Leonie Wilding. 
Floating Shelter Coulsdon Co-Ordinator 
 
I hope that there will be other ways in which we can support 
the homeless this winter. The swift and overwhelmingly 
generous response to the call for emergency food provision at 
the start of lockdown was an excellent example of how our 
CTC network can enable us to respond to need collectively at 
the drop of a hat. CCFS is currently working with the council 
to explore other ways in which we might be of service to the 
homeless and I will keep you posted on developments.  
 
It would have been nice to mark our Coulsdon churches' 10th 
anniversary of involvement with the homeless this winter on a 
more positive note. In some ways rough sleepers have been 
well served by the extra government provision for them (hotel 
accommodation etc) and for the time being this has been 
extended but there still remains the plight of those who do not 
have recourse to public funds who always form a proportion 
of our shelter guest list. Furthermore, the economic fallout 
from the pandemic will no doubt bring a new wave of people 
into the homeless community. We will do what we can to 
support any local initiatives and may well be back with our 
usual work in autumn 2021. 

Please note that there is no evening Mass on Wednesday. The Requiem Mass for  Mary Calafato, 
which is also Joseph Calafato’s memorial, will take place at 12 noon. It will also be live streamed. 
Mary and Joseph were two parishioners who died as a result of Civid19. We pray for their family at this 
sad time for them.                                        May Mary & Joseph rest in peace and rise in glory. 



 

 

 
Extract from Archbishop John’s recent letter to clergy. This will be the last one for now. 
 
Thanks be to God, things have moved on in the life of our country and of the Church. With the return back 
to celebrations of the Sacraments with congregations – albeit with restrictions still in place – the life of 
faith is finding, once more, a rightful expression in our parishes. We are by no means back to normal, 
whatever that will actually look like moving forward. We are still finding our way, and it’s important that 
we remain prudent and careful. The impact of Covid-19 will need to be addressed into the future. It is, 
however, wonderful that we are able to celebrate the Mass again, with and for our people.  
 
It has been inspiring to witness the importance of people’s faith during the pandemic. I do not 
underestimate the challenges brought by the lockdown. For some of our people it has been truly 
devastating, with loss of life and serious illness for those they love. This has certainly been a time of trial 
and testing,  
 
A letter I received from one parishioner in our Archdiocese expressed simply and beautifully the 
sentiments of so many more: ‘I am not given to tears but to be able to go into church and to sit with the 
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament was a very emotional moment. We have been deprived for so long. The 
streamed Masses have been, literally, a spiritual lifeline….These have been very strange and challenging 
times.’  
 
On 25 July I will celebrate that first anniversary of my installation as your Archbishop. On 29 July I 
celebrate my silver jubilee of priestly ordination. If, twenty five years ago, someone had told me I would 
be keeping this anniversary as the Archbishop of Southwark I would have laughed in their face. ‘How can 
I repay the Lord for his goodness to me?’ asks the psalmist. I am slowly leaning that the answer is by 
doing my best to love and serve you.  
 
 
 

 

PS from Archbishop John ... 

I recently came across some ‘universally valid’ rules: 

      1.     If something is adjustable, sooner or later it will need adjusting. 

2.     The first piece of luggage on the airport carousel never belongs to anyone. 

3.     If it’s good, they’ll stop making it. 

4.     When ripping an article from a newspaper, the tear is always into and never away            

         from the required article. 

5.     At a bank, post office or supermarket…the shortest queue always moves the   

          slowest. 

6.     The easiest way to find something you have lost is to buy a replacement. 

7. However much a hotel shower control may rotate, the degree of rotation required to change from 

ice-cold to scalding is never more than one millimetre. 

8.     Once you start buying first aid kits you start having accidents. 

9. Any tool dropped while repairing a car will roll beneath the vehicle to its exact   

          centre. 

John Wilson - Archbishop of Southwark 

Please pray for the sick and housebound:           John Stradling, Eufrecinia (Sanny) Liguori, Derek Devine, 
Evelyn Browning, Audrey Wright, Eileen Mallows, Wendy Vaughan, Lesley Leavey,  
Josie Davitt, Bernadette Blaquiere, Anne Walker, Peter Leeks, Mary Reynolds, Claudette Lovell,  
Sammy McCarroll, Trudy Kiely, Mary Crehan, James Tomlin, John Cooksey, Sarah Bell, Joseph Darville,  
Barbara & Geoff Wood. 



 

 

     Mass readings and hymn titles for this Sunday 
 

Gathering:  Psalm 100.  All the ear th proclaim the Lord  - © Lucian Deiss 
 
Communion:  Soul of my Saviour  
 
Final:  If God is for  us who can be against (Romans 8)  - © Fr John Foley SJ 

Wisdom 12:13,16-19 
 
There is no god, other than you, who cares for 
every thing, to whom you might have to prove that  
you never judged unjustly; Your justice has its 
source in strength, your sovereignty over all makes  
you lenient to all.  You show your strength when  
your sovereign power is questioned and you expose  
the insolence of those who know it; but, disposing  
of such strength, you are mild in judgement, you  
govern us with great lenience, for you have only to 
will, and your power is there. By acting thus you  
have taught a lesson to your people how the  
virtuous man must be kindly to his fellow men, 
and you have given your sons the good hope 
that after sin you will grant repentance 
 
Psalm            85(86) 
 
O Lord, you are good and forgiving. 
 
O Lord, you are good and forgiving, 

full of love to all who call. 
Give heed, O Lord, to my prayer 

and attend to the sound of my voice. 
 
All the nations shall come to adore you 

and glorify your name, O Lord: 
for you are great and do marvellous deeds, 

you who alone are God. 
 
But you, God of mercy and compassion, 

slow to anger, O Lord, 
abounding in love and truth, 

turn and take pity on me. 

Second reading            Romans 8:26-27 
 
The Spirit comes to help us in our weakness. For 
when we cannot choose words in order to pray 
properly, the Spirit himself expresses our plea in a 
way that could never be put into words, and God 
who knows everything in our hearts knows 
perfectly well what he means, and that the pleas of 
the saints expressed by the Spirit are according to 
the mind of God. 
 
 
 
 
 
Gospel   Matthew 13:24-30 
 
Jesus put another parable before the crowds: ‘The 
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who 
sowed good seed in his field. While everybody was 
asleep his enemy came, sowed darnel all among the 
wheat, and made off. When the new wheat sprouted 
and ripened, the darnel appeared as well. The 
owner’s servants went to him and said, “Sir, was it 
not good seed that you sowed in your field? If so, 
where does the darnel come from?” “Some enemy 
has done this” he answered. And the servants said, 
“Do you want us to go and weed it out?” But he 
said, “No, because when you weed out the darnel 
you might pull up the wheat with it. Let them both 
grow till the harvest; and at harvest time I shall say 
to the reapers: First collect the darnel and tie it in 
bundles to be burnt, then gather the wheat into my 
barn.”’ 

Today’s Gospel refection.              © Fr Kieran O’Mahony. 
 
Communities of faith are always “mixed,” in that some people are 
fully engaged, some are half-hearted and many, perhaps most, are 
somewhere in between. What to do? The temptation to go for a 
radical, purified church has been a recurring one across history. 
The teaching of this parable is let things alone - it is not for us to 
judge. It could be (we hope!) that less committed believers may 
change and a welcoming, compassionate approach may enable 
that to happen. Prayer Jesus, your compassion to all inspires us 
today to recognise our own need of your grace. Help us work on 
the plank in our own eyes before we dare to recognise, much less 
to offer to remove, a splinter in our neighbour’s eye.  

Prayer. 
 

Jesus, your compassion to all  
inspires us today to recognise  
our own need of your grace. 
 
Help us work on the plank in our 
own eyes before we dare to 
recognise, much less to offer to 
remove, a splinter in our 
neighbour’s eye.  
 
Amen. 



 

 

Newsletter. 
We encourage people to continue reading the weekly newsletter on their devices at home rather than taking 
printed sheets from church. However, we will make a few paper copies available for those who do not have 
a facility to read the newsletter electronically. The paper editions will be on the trolley-table which is in the 
right hand corner at the back of the church as you come through the second set of doors when entering the 
church. Please make every effort not to touch copies that you are not taking. The Living Faith booklets are 
in the same place. There is no place for payment for any publications except the offertory collection bas-
kets which can used for that purpose also..  

Public Masses arel once again being celebrated in St Aidan's Church from this weekend. 

To keep everyone safe and to comply with government regulations there are significant changes 

to our normal practice. Times of Masses including weekday Masses are given on P3 of this 

newsletter. There are several requirements which are legally binding on us. 

 Numbers of people attending will be strictly limited and places will be allocated on a first-         
     come, first-served basis. Registering for Track & Trace online is not a booking for a seat for 
Mass. 
 
 In order to comply with Track & Trace requirements we will need the name one contact 

detail for everyone attending.  People in households sharing can do it on one card with a 
shred contact detail.  Please bring this information with you. For those who forget there will 
be cards available at church. People can also register by filling in the contact form online in 
advance. Pre registering on line is not  a booking for a seat. 

 

  Everyone attending must bring and wear a face mask. This is because we have had to opt                      
       for 1m plus distancing. 
 

   Distancing (1 metre plus) will be maintained using signs on the pews indicating where to sit. 
Please sit on the sign as they are strategically placed.  Seating is generally set out in 
clusters of 3 or 2. Only those sharing at home can make a cluster. People on their own can 
sit in a cluster place but not sharing. Those who are on their own will be the only person in 
the bench. 

 

  Stewards will be on hand to direct you to marked places and to control movement during the            
       distribution of Communion. 
 

   We are not permitted to have the church toilet open.   
 
 There is no restriction on people from vulnerable categories and no upper age limit; 

however, young people under 16 years and children should be accompanied by an adult. 
 
 Currently we are unable to admit children who are too young to wear a mask. Children who 

are admitted must be capable of sitting beside the adult without moving around and 
touching surfaces as that would be a risk to themselves and to others.  

 
 Stewards will help at the end of Mass by calling a bench at a time starting at the back of the 

church.  Please sanitise before you leave. 
 
 Please avoid congregating outside after church as it would facilitate a risk in the present 

circumstances. 

BOTTLE TOP COLLECTION SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
Owing to the current measures in place to help prevent the spread of infection from COVID -19, 
the collection of milk bottle tops at St Aidan's has been suspended until further notice.  If you 
have been saving yours and wish to recycle them yourself, there are some ideas for how to do 
this on the recycling information website: http://www.wastenotwantnot.co.uk 

http://www.wastenotwantnot.co.uk/

