
 

 

Parish Priest:  Fr. Peter Mansfield     
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Tel: 020 8660 2452          Email:  coulsdon@rcaos.org.uk    
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 Year A.                                   15th Sunday ~ Ordinary Time                    12th July 2020 

St Aidan’s Catholic Church  - Coulsdon 

'The God Who Speaks'   ~  The Year of the Word 

Public Masses will once again be celebrated in St Aidan's Church from this weekend. To keep 

everyone safe and to comply with government regulations there will be significant changes to our normal 

practice. Times of Masses including weekday Masses are given on P3 of this newsletter. There are 

several requirements which are legally binding on us. 

 Numbers of people attending will be strictly limited and places will be allocated on a first-         
     come, first-served basis. Registering for Track & Trace online is not a booking for a seat for Mass. 
 
 In order to comply with Track & Trace requirements, every person attending will need to provide 

their name and contact details, either on a slip of paper on arrival or by filling in the contact form 
online in advance. Cards will be available in church. 

 

  Everyone attending must bring and wear a face mask. This is because we have had to opt                       
       for 1m plus distancing. 
 

   Distancing (1 metre plus) will be maintained using signs on the pews indicating where to sit. 
Please sit on the sign as they are strategically placed.  Seating is generally set out in clusters of 3 or 
2. Only those sharing at home can make a cluster. People on their own can sit in a cluster place but 
not sharing. Those who are on their own will be the only person in the bench. 

 

  Stewards will be on hand to direct you to marked places and to control movement during the            
       distribution of Communion. 
 

   We are not permitted to have the church toilet open. 
 
 There is no restriction on people from vulnerable categories and no upper age limit; however, young 

people under 16 years and children should be accompanied by an adult. 
 
 Currently we are unable to admit children who are too young to wear a mask. Children who are 

admitted must be capable of sitting beside the adult without moving around and touching surfaces 
as that would be a risk to themselves and to others.  

 
 Stewards will help at the end of Mass by calling a bench at a time starting at the back of the church.  

Please sanitise before you leave. 
 
 Please avoid congregating outside after church as it would facilitate a risk in the present 

circumstances. 



 

 

Dear sisters & brothers, 
 
It is a great joy that this weekend we can welcome people to celebrate the Eucharist in our church again. While 
it is just a start it nevertheless brings a tangible feeling of hope and joy that we are moving ahead and can look 
forward to celebrating the sacraments in the future without the necessary restrictions that are now in place. The 
step we are taking this week at St Aidan’s would not have been possible without the support of the Parish 
Pastoral Council and the volunteers who have stepped up to do the stewarding and cleaning as well as many 
other jobs in the background including those who are helping the parish from home. The volunteers doing calls 
and shopping will continue with their good work. I thank them all for their spirit of service to the Lord and his 
people. Many churches have not yet opened due to the considerable measures that have to be put in place and 
maintained for some time to come. 
 
The Bishops have asked priests to make Masses shorter while maintaining the dignity of the liturgy. The reason 
for this is that prolonged gatherings in an enclosed environment create a risk for the spread of Covid19. To this 
end we have been told to omit the bidding prayers and keep homilies to about five minutes. I can use my 
discretion as to whether we have the Old Testament reading and the Psalm or not on any given occasion.  
 
Hymns should not be sung by the congregation but we can have music and hymns played electronically 
provided it does not add to the length of time that people are gathered in church. 
 
Streaming of Masses on YouTube will continue for the foreseeable future. People viewing at home may need 
to be forgiving for a certain amount of initial disruption as we try to focus jointly on the congregation in church 
and a congregation at home, while at the same time creating a sense of communion between the two.  Masses 
may not start punctually while we are getting used to the entrance routine of sanitising and complying with the 
Track & Trace registration as well as enabling distancing while people are entering and leaving Mass. 
 
We are asked not to distribute the prayer cards for Mass or other items of paper because they can be 
contaminated with the virus. I have a few missals available with the Mass prayers and three year cycle of 
readings for £10. The best buy online is The Sunday Missal – published by Collins, Feb. 2012. The cheapest 
source online at present is  AbeBooks.co.uk.  @ £13.50.  Amazon is slightly more expensive for the Collins 
edition. Avoid pre 2012 editions. The Collins weekday missal is also available.  
 
We urge people to continue reading the weekly newsletter on their devices at home rather than taking printed 
sheets from church. However, we will make a few paper copies available for those who do not have a facility 
to read the newsletter electronically. The paper editions will be on the trolley-table which is in the right hand 
corner at the back of the church as you come through the second set of doors when entering the church. Please 
make every effort not to touch copies that you are not taking. The Living Faith booklets are in the same place. 
There is no place for payment for any publications except the offertory collection baskets which can used for 
that purpose also. 
 

I would like to think that the past few months have made all of us more conscious of 

those who cannot get to a Mass at any time due to being housebound or because they 

are among our Catholic brothers and sisters in the world who are deprived of the 

Eucharist due to the lack of a priest or even as a result of persecution. 

 

Whether it is your first Sunday back in church or whether you have decided not to 

come just yet, I wish you everything that the Lord wants to give you at this time in 

your particular circumstances. 

 

      Yours in Christ,  

Please pray for the sick and housebound:    
John Stradling, Eufrecinia (Sanny) Liguori, Derek Devine, 
Evelyn Browning, Audrey Wright, Eileen Mallows,  
Victoria Moore, Wendy Vaughan, Lesley Leavey,  Josie Davitt, 
Bernadette Blaquiere, Anne Walker, Peter Leeks,  
Mary Reynolds, Claudette Lovell, Sammy McCarroll,  
Trudy Kiely, Mary Crehan, James Tomlin, John Cooksey, Sarah 
Bell, Joseph Darville, Barbara & Geoff Wood. 

Please pray for those who have died 
recently. 

      Bernadette Gibson RIP.   
(Sister in law of Veronica McCleave) 
 
We remember all those whose 
anniversaries occur at this time. 

 
May they rest in peace  



 

 

The seed is scattered  
and falls. 

 

The outcome Jesus explains  
the parable 

Where  
am I ? 

 
Which box 

should I 
tick ? 

Today’s 
Gospel 
Mt. 13 
v 4 - 23  

Some seeds fell on the 
edge of the path,  

(Surface only - 
superficial) 

and the birds came and ate them up. When anyone hears the 

word of the kingdom 

without allowing it to sink 

in, the evil one comes and 

carries off what was sown 

in his heart. 

 A 

Other seeds fell on patches 
of rock where they found 
a little soil and sprang up 
straight away, because 
there was no depth of 
earth; 

(No root development) 

but as soon as the sun came up they 
were scorched and, not having any 
roots, they withered away. 

This is the one who hears 

the word and welcomes it 

at once with joy, … BUT 

….  he has no root in him, 

he does not last; let some 

trial come, or some 

persecution on account of 

the word, and he falls 

away at once. 

 B 

Other seeds fell among 
thorns,  

(Environment not 
conducive to growth and 

life) 

and the thorns grew up and choked 
them. 

This is the one who hears 

the word, but the worries 

of this world and the lure 

of riches choke the word 

and so he produces 

nothing. 

 C 

Other seeds fell on rich 
soil 

 
(Fertile soil and  

life giving environment) 

and the seeds produced their crop, 
some a hundredfold, some sixty, 
some thirty. 

This the one who hears the 

word and understands it; 

he is the one who yields a 

harvest and produces now 

a hundredfold, now sixty, 

now thirty.' 

   
D 

Pope Francis reflects on today’s Gospel….. 

“This parable speaks to each of us today, as it spoke to the listeners of Jesus two 
thousand years ago. It reminds us that we are the land where the Lord tirelessly throws 
the seed of His Word and His love. What is our disposition when we receive it? How is 
our heart? What does the ground look like: a path, a stone, a thorn bush? It’s up to us to 
become good soil without thorns or stones, but tilled and cultivated with care, so that it 
can bring forth good fruit for us and for our brothers and sisters. At every Mass, the good 
seed of the Gospel is sown in us ever anew, by means of the table of the Word of God: a seed to be 
accepted, to safeguard, to live. Even in these summer months, during the holiday period, it is important to 
participate every Sunday at this table, to draw light and strength for our journey”.  

I have set out the text of today’s Gospel Mt 13:4-23  using a table format. I personally found it 
helpful to put it into this format. I have included Jesus’ explanation  v 10-23 which for some reason is not 

included in today’s passage at Mass. 



 

 

Extract from Archbishop John’s recent letter to his clergy.  - Friday 10th July. 

‘Thus says the Lord; the word that goes from my mouth does not return to me empty.’ (Is 55: 11) 

  
For a time I was a prison chaplain in Leeds. One of the men in the prison gave me a poem he’d written himself on a 
scrap of paper. It read like this: 
  
              This is a prayer for the broken; 
              A hymn to the rhythm of seeing; 
              A cry from a fractured hosanna, 
              To the vastness and mercy of being. 
  
Those words speak to me of a hope rising out of misery, of a desire for God coming from the rock-bottom of pain 
and regret. When I’m on my own, God is with me. When no one else listens to me, God hears me. When life - past, 
present, and future - all just seems too much, we cry out in prayer. 
  
One particular phrase from that poem fascinates me. It’s the line: ‘A cry from a fractured hosanna.’ The word 
‘hosanna’ has a Hebrew root. It means something like, ‘save now, we pray.’ The poem suggests that people’s life 
experiences - what’s happened to them, what others have done to them, and what they’ve done to others – 
somehow, these experiences stop people crying out to God with a fully functioning ‘hosanna.’ To put it another 
way, in the words of Leonard Cohen, some people have a ‘broken hallelujah.’ 
  
Words of hope are like seeds scattered by a farmer. Sometimes they falls on the edge of the path. They get eaten by 
the birds, they are taken away from us. Sometimes seeds of hope fall on rocky ground where there’s no soil. When 
life gets difficult the words just die away, scorched by the sun. Sometimes thorns grow up and choke the seeds of 
hope. Our worries and obsessions thwart the words of hope growing within us. 
  
When experience steals our hope, when our hosanna is fractured and our hallelujah broken, precisely then we need 
to open our hearts to the Lord Jesus’ word of life. Into the soil of our heart He wants to plant the seed of His love, 
the seed of His mercy, and the seed of His hope. He wants His life to grow within us. 
  
Fractured or broken, in whatever sense, our hosanna and our hallelujah become prayers. We cry out, 
‘hosanna,’ ‘Save now, we pray,’ fill us with you compassionate love. ‘Hallelujah,’ we say, we praise you for your 
faithfulness and mercy. 
  
By faith we proclaim to the world, to ourselves, and to each other, that we have a hope in the Lord Jesus. He is the 
mender of splintered lives. He is divine mercy in person. He is the human face of God’s compassion. We live by the 
certitude of hope that flows from the words the Lord Jesus has planted in our hearts: ‘Do not be afraid’ – ‘I am with 
you always.’  

With every blessing and the assurance of prayers. 
 
Yours devotedly in Christ, 

John Wilson - Archbishop of Southwark 

Masses are now open under the stated conditions. 

 Public Masses are also streamed on the parish Y ouTube channel:    St A idans Coulsdon 

 

Sat 6pm Vigil     Bill O’Neill RIP                               

Sunday 9am       People of the par ish     Sunday 11am  Joseph Brusadelli  RIP 

Monday 10am    Welfare of Gerard Wheeldon  

Tuesday     NO MASS         

Wednesday 6.30pm  Fr  Michel Hickey  RIP.     -  St Bonaventure.                               

Thursday 10am  Larry Fernandes RIP. 

Friday 10am       Evelyn Mary Bishop RIP. 

Sat 6pm Vigil     John Healey RIP. 

Sunday 9am       Welfare of Eileen Mallows    Sunday 11am    People of the par ish       



 

 

Mass readings and hymn titles for this Sunday 
 

Pre entrance:  Gather ing hymn. 
 
Communion: Be still for  the presence of the Lord  (St Aidan’s choir) 
 
Final:  Eternal Father  strong to save 

First reading             Isaiah 55:10-11 

Thus says the Lord: ‘As the rain and the snow come 
down from the heavens and do not return without 
watering the earth, making it yield and giving 
growth to provide seed for the sower and bread for 
the eating, so the word that goes from my mouth 
does not return to me empty, without carrying out 
my will and succeeding in what it was sent to do.’ 
 

 
Responsorial Psalm 64(65)   :10-14 
Some seed fell into rich soil and produced its crop. 

You care for the earth, give it water, 
you fill it with riches. 

Your river in heaven brims over 
to provide its grain. 

Some seed fell into rich soil and produced its crop. 

And thus you provide for the earth; 
you drench its furrows; 

you level it, soften it with showers; 
you bless its growth. 

Some seed fell into rich soil and produced its crop. 

You crown the year with your goodness. 
Abundance flows in your steps, 
in the pastures of the wilderness it flows. 

Some seed fell into rich soil and produced its crop. 

The hills are girded with joy, 
the meadows covered with flocks, 

the valleys are decked with wheat. 
They shout for joy, yes, they sing. 

Some seed fell into rich soil and produced its crop. 
 

 
Second reading       Romans 8:18-23 

I think that what we suffer in this life can never be 
compared to the glory, as yet unrevealed, which is 
waiting for us. The whole creation is eagerly wait-
ing for God to reveal his sons. It was not for any 
fault on the part of creation that it was made unable 
to attain its purpose, it was made so by God; but 
creation still retains the hope of being freed, like 
us, from its slavery to decadence, to enjoy the same 
freedom and glory as the children of God. From 
the beginning till now the entire creation, as we 
know, has been groaning in one great act of giving 
birth; and not only creation, but all of us who pos-
sess the first-fruits of the Spirit, we too groan in-
wardly as we wait for our bodies to be set free. 

 
Gospel        Matthew 13:1-9 

Jesus left the house and sat by the lakeside, but 
such large crowds gathered round him that he got 
into a boat and sat there. The people all stood on 
the beach, and he told them many things in para-
bles. 

He said, ‘Imagine a sower going out to sow. As 
he sowed, some seeds fell on the edge of the path, 
and the birds came and ate them up. Others fell on 
patches of rock where they found little soil and 
sprang up straight away, because there was no 
depth of earth; but as soon as the sun came up they 
were scorched and, not having any roots, they 
withered away. Others fell among thorns, and the 
thorns grew up and choked them. Others fell on 
rich soil and produced their crop, some a hundred-
fold, some sixty, some thirty. Listen, anyone who 
has ears!’ 

BOTTLE TOP COLLECTION SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
Owing to the current measures in place to help prevent the spread of infection from COVID -19, 
the collection of milk bottle tops at St Aidan's has been suspended until further notice.  If you 
have been saving yours and wish to recycle them yourself, there are some ideas for how to do 
this on the recycling information website: http://www.wastenotwantnot.co.uk 

SEA SUNDAY. Today we are asked to pray for those who make their living working at sea on ships. 
Often they are workers from poor countries, they spend long months away from home. 
We also remember the chaplaincies and their staff who give spiritual care to seafarers including 
with the Catholic organisation called ‘the Apostleship of the Sea.  

Our final hymn today is for those who work on the sea. 

http://www.wastenotwantnot.co.uk/

