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St Aidan’s Catholic Church  - Coulsdon 

'The God Who Speaks'   ~  The Year of the Word 

Dear sisters & brothers, 
 
Today we celebrate the feast day of Saints Peter and Paul.  Both these men suffered mar tyrdom in 
Rome for the sake of the Gospel. Peter was crucified, Paul had Roman citizenship and therefore was given 
the ‘privilege’ of not being nailed to a cross, he was beheaded by the sword. 
  
Both men were very different in personality and in character. They were called to serve the Gospel in 
different ways, Peter was chosen to convert the Jews, Paul was given the task of preaching to the Gentiles, 
those outside of Israel. 
  
Apart from their calling to serve Christ and their martyrdom in Rome, there was another important 
common aspect in their lives, neither were natural apostles. They succeeded in their apostolic work only 
through the grace of God. Peter often fell short in following Christ and denied him on the night of his 
passion. Paul before his conversion persecuted the Christians to the point of collaboration in their 
execution, as with St Stephen the first martyr.   
  
This feast is a celebration of the triumph of grace over human weakness. It is good to recall that it is in the 
same grace that we, Christ’s disciples of today, are empowered to witness to the Gospel.  
 

**************************************************************** 
Masses open to parishioners from Saturday 11th July at St Aidan’s. 
As I write this newsletter I have just received the instructions as to what we are required to do in order to 
begin having Masses in church from July. The Government has given the 4th July as the date public 
worship can commence provided all systems are in  place. The Archbishop has given no deadline to 
parishes and he invites us to begin in whatever way we can whenever we feel we are ready with all the 
conditions fulfilled. Having scanned through the documents I would think it reasonable for us to begin 
having Masses from Saturday 11th July. Between now and then I will be working with some parishioners 
to get everything in order. I will be in a position to give more details in the next newsletter. 
 
I am pleased to say that Requiem Masses with the coffin present will be allowed from July. Baptisms and 
weddings are not included in this coming phase. It is thought that July should be a month for fine tuning 
the arrangements for public Masses. We will need to learn as we go along while at the same time being 
flexible and tolerant of a very imperfect situation.  Please consult P3 with more information from the 
bishops about Masses as well as my notes. 

/ Continued on P2   .. 

Church opening times for visits this week :   Monday 11am - 12.30pm;      Thursday 6pm - 7.30pm 



 

 

Mass times and intentions. 

 Available on the parish YouTube channel:    St Aidans Coulsdon 

 

Sunday 10am         Alice Scott’s intentions. 

Monday 10am        Margur ite Dear love RIP. 

Tuesday 6pm          Patro Herreras RIP 

Wednesday 10am   Patr ick & Anastatia Mangan RIP         -  St Oliver Plunkett 

                                 and deceased & living family members. 

Thursday 10am      Moniz family intentions 

Friday 10am           Anne Parsons RIP.                                 -  St Thomas (Apostle) 

Saturday  10am      Robert Prescott RIP         Sunday 10am  People of the parish 

Rosary and 
Benediction 
will be on 

Wednesday  
at 8pm 

Continued from P1. / 
 
Streaming of Masses. 
The Bishops have asked that churches keep streaming Masses for the foreseeable future to support those 
who have to stay at home. I am committed to doing that while there are restrictions and safety rules in 
force. I can also see great potential for streaming in the long term with services other than Sunday Masses 
such as liturgies for the housebound as well as funerals, spiritual talks, devotions and special occasions.   
 
My webcam (little camera) has served us well, above and beyond my expectations. However, once 
congregations return to church and streaming takes place simultaneously, a webcam in front of the altar 
will not be an option. There is an option of a camera which when mounted at the back of the church can, 
with the facility of a good zoom, focus on the sanctuary. It can be pre-programmed to focus on priest and 
readers at different times during Mass. This will cost around £400 including cabling and supporting 
hardware. The specialist expertise including ongoing video and audio management would be provided free 
by Roy, with Denis providing installation labour as his gift to St Aidans as is all his ongoing work on ur 
property.  If anyone would like to donate all or part of the cost of the camera as a gift to the church please 
get in touch with me personally. 
 

************************************************************* 
It is a great joy that people in vulnerable categories can now be welcomed to church for visits and 
soon for Masses.   Having read the latest communication from the bishops it would seem that the 
Government rules do not yet allow for people more vulnerable to Covid 19 to be volunteers except if they 
can work from home. In our parish several are volunteering at home by doing essential admin and 
contacting other parishioners by phone, helping to keep our sense of community alive. A big thank you to 
all who are helping in that way as it is a vital service that we will need to continue some for time to come. 
We need to be thinking of it as an integral part of our parish mission even beyond the Coronavirus era. 

 
************************************************************ 

Thank you to two young people from our parish, Lizzie Thurbon and Jessica Booth, for  volunteer ing to read 
the scriptures for Mass today. Thanks also to Brian for reading the bidding prayers and all our readers, singers and 
musicians who have worked so hard for the streamed Masses with the backup support of many others. 

 

I hope you are able to benefit in some small way from the relaxation of the rules 

and the fine weather.  Let us be mindful that the virus is very much around and 

so we must not become complacent with the passage of time.    

                  May the Lord bless and keep you in his  tender care. 

Please pray for those who have died. 
 
Arlene Kercher RIP & Patro Herreras RIP 
 
May they rest in peace and  enter the fullness 
of life in heaven. 

Please pray for the sick and housebound:   Mary Calafato (very ill),  
Evelyn Browning, Audrey Wright, Eileen Mallows, Bernadette Gibson, 
Victoria Moore, Wendy Vaughan, Lesley Leavey,  Josie Davitt,  
Bernadette Blaquiere, Anne Walker, Peter Leeks, Mary Reynolds,  
Claudette Lovell, Sammy McCarroll, Trudy Kiely, Mary Crehan,  
James Tomlin, John Cooksey, Sarah Bell,  Joseph Darville,  
Barbara & Geoff Wood. 

The statues of St Peter and St Paul in the photographs on the top of this newsletter  
are at the front of St Peter’s Basilica and St Paul’s Basilica in Rome. 



 

 

Communication form the Bishops of England 
concerning Masses open to a congregation.  
 
It is important to reaffirm that, at present, the 
obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains 
suspended. A significant number of churches may 
remain closed as they are unable to meet the 
requirements for opening for individual prayer. 
Fulfilling these requirements is a precondition for 
any church opening for the celebration of Mass with 
a congregation.  
  
Please be aware that there will be a limit on the 
number of people who can attend Mass in our 
churches. This will determined locally in 
accordance with social distancing requirements. We 
therefore need to reflect carefully on how and when 
we might be able to attend Mass. We cannot return 
immediately to our customary practices. This next 
step is not, in any sense, a moment when we are 
going ‘back to normal.’  
  
We ask every Catholic to think carefully about how 
and when they will return to Mass.  Given there is 
no Sunday obligation, we ask you to consider the 
possibility of attending Mass on a weekday. This 
will ease the pressure of numbers for Sunday 
celebrations and allow a gradual return to the 
Eucharist for more people.  
  
Moving forward, there will still be many people who 
cannot attend Mass in person. We therefore ask 
parishes, wherever possible, to continue live-
streaming Sunday Mass, both for those who remain 
shielding and vulnerable, and also for those unable 
to leave home because of advanced age or illness.  
  
When we return to Mass there will be some 
differences in how the celebration takes place. For 
the time being, there will be no congregational 
singing and Mass will be shorter than usual. None 
of this detracts from the centrality of our encounter 
with the Risen Christ in the Eucharist. We ask 
everyone to respect and follow the guidance that 
will be issued and the instructions in each church. 

 
*********************************** 

 
Fr Peter’s notes regarding the requirements  
for public Masses. 
 
 The prohibition of communal singing is 

because exhaling to that extent increases the 
risk of spreading Covid 19. 

 
 Reference to ‘shorter Masses’ is because of the 

requirement to keep the time of large groups 
being together to a dignified minimum. The 
Bishops say it means no formal bidding 
prayers and only a brief homily. I will use my 
discretion regarding other things.  

 The Bishops have said that when Holy 
Communion is given it will only be on the hand 
held flat without the dialogue ‘Body of Christ - 
Amen’. That will be said communally before 
Communion. 

 
 Currently the Government provides a choice 

regarding distancing. 2m OR 1m plus. The 
‘plus’ is different in various situations. It is now 
clarified that ‘plus’ for churches means 
compulsory masks on people attending which 
they would provide themselves. Initially we will 
maintain  option 1, the 2m distance, at  

 St Aidan’s but we will review it with all other 
arrangements as we go along. 

 
 Our current maximum places is around 45. 

Bench places will need to be marked. The 
current arrangement for visits with places near 
the aisles is not sustainable for Masses due to 
people needing to move along the aisles. Inner 
places in benches are problematic also because 
of the need to cross over other people going to 
Communion as well as coming and going at 
different times. 
One place can be shared by two people sharing 
at home; 2 places for 3-6 people sharing at 
home.  
 

 Children and teenagers under sixteen years 
have to be accompanied in church. Children are 
required to sit with the accompanying adult and 
are not permitted to move around and touch 
surfaces. This may seem a demanding 
restriction but it is for the protection of the 
children themselves and others. Unfortunately it 
will in many cases make it impossible to bring 
very young children to Mass. 
 

 Toilets have to remain closed. 
 
 A big challenge will be the strict requirement to 

clean the church including all the used benches 
after every Mass to ensure maximum protection 
for the next group of people coming in. 

 
 There are more detailed instructions for readers 

and special ministers. They will be informed in 
due course when we have drawn up plans for 
our church. 

 
 Money counters will also receive instructions 

on how to do their job safely in accordance with 
the Bishops’ guidelines. We will be required to 
leave 72 hours before handling money for 
counting. 



 

 

 
Archbishop John writes a letter each week to his clergy,  
here is an extract from his most recent one.   
 
( Archbishop John refers to the ‘pallium’. It is a woollen garment conferred by the 
Pope on an archbishop, consisting of a narrow circular band placed round the 
shoulders with a short lappet hanging from front and back. The wool is taken from 
lambs reared for that purpose in Rome to signify the apostolic ministry expressed in the 
words of Jesus to St Peter  as leader of the apostles: ‘feed my lambs’  Jn 21:15 . The 
ceremony happens on the feast of Saints Peter & Paul. The pallium is placed on the 
shoulder to signify that the archbishop must imitate Christ the Good Shepherd who 
carries the lambs ). 

 
This time last year, I was preparing to travel to Rome to receive the pallium from Pope Francis. It was all a 
bit of a whirlwind to be honest as I thought it would be the following year. 
  
We were 31 newly appointed Metropolitan Archbishops – from North and South America, Africa, Asia, 
Australia and Europe. When we gathered to vest for Mass in St Peter’s I was reassured that so many of 
them seemed as humbled and bewildered as I was. 
  
I spent my six years of seminary formation in Rome and often walked down the centre of St Peter’s 
Basilica. Over the site of Peter’s tomb, two thousand years later, here we were. With all the human 
frailties of the first fisherman Pope, we 31 had heard the call of the Lord Jesus. Now the Church asked 
that we serve in places and ways we never expected or imagined. In each of us there was a missionary 
journey akin to those of St Paul. 
  
The Mass was celebrated with great dignity by the Holy Father and he spoke words in his homily which 
remain with me. He said: 

Brothers and sisters…let us ask: “Do I renew daily my own encounter with Jesus?” We may be 
curious about Jesus, or interested in Church matters or religious news. We may open computer 
sites and the papers, and talk about holy things. But this is to remain at the level of what are people 
saying? Jesus does not care about polls, past history or statistics. He is not looking for religion 
editors, much less “front page” or “statistical” Christians. He is looking for witnesses who say to him 
each day: “Lord, you are my life”. 
  
Having met Jesus and experienced his forgiveness, the Apostles bore witness to him by living a 
new life: they no longer held back, but gave themselves over completely. They were no longer 
content with half-measures, but embraced the only measure possible for those who follow Jesus: 
that of boundless love. They were “poured out as a libation” (cf. 2 Tim 4:6). Let us ask for the grace 
not to be lukewarm Christians living by half measures, allowing our love to grow cold. Let us 
rediscover who we truly are through a daily relationship with Jesus and through the power of his 
forgiveness. Just as he asked Peter, Jesus is now asking us: “Who do you say that I am?”, “Do you 
love me?” Let us allow these words to penetrate our hearts and inspire us not to remain content with 
a minimum, but to aim for the heights, so that we too can become living witnesses to Jesus. 
  
Today we bless the pallia for the Metropolitan Archbishops named in the past year. The pallium 
recalls the sheep that the shepherd is called to bear on his shoulders. It is a sign that the shepherds 
do not live for themselves but for the sheep. It is a sign that, in order to possess life, we have to lose 
it, give it away.    

After the Mass we were each called by name to receive the pallium from Pope Francis, to take home for 
imposition in our Sees. When I approached him I said, ‘Holy Father, I am a baby from England.’ He asked 
how old I was and I told him. ‘Well,’ he said, ‘I’m almost gone!’ He laughed and said he would pray for me 
and for the Archdiocese. It was a joyful moment of encouragement with the successor of St Peter. 
  
I pray that this year’s commemoration of the great Apostles St Peter and St Paul will be an 
encouragement for us all. An encouragement to know that the Lord who first called you, continues to call 
you now, today. That the Lord calls us in all our fragility; that He wants us to know the joy of His love and 
the beauty of His friendship. He is looking for witnesses who say to him each day: “Lord, you are my 
life.” When we give ourselves, we find ourselves. More than this, we truly find Him and, in Him, each 
other.  

John Wilson - Archbishop of Southwark 
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Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 22nd June 2020   
 
The Parish Pastoral Council held its third Zoom 
meeting during lockdown on 22nd June; we began as 
usual with an opening prayer. 
A network of volunteers is ringing round to keep in 
touch with other parishioners. If you, or anyone you 
know, would appreciate receiving a call please get 
in touch. You do not have to be in need of help to 
appreciate a chat with a fellow parishioner. 
We discussed the planning we need to do in ordr to 
open the church for Masses. There are many 
considerations to take into account. The diocese 
will issue their guidance which we have to follow 
but this may not arrive until just before churches are 
allowed to open on July 4th. We further discussed 
other considerations that we can plan for as 
lockdown restrictions are eased. 
Our financial position remains an ongoing concern. 
This time of the year we would normally enjoy the 
proceeds from the parish fete and this is one of our 
biggest sources of fundraising income so our 
problems of the loss of cash donations from the 
offertory and the cancellation of the fete are 
compounded as well as there being no hall hire 
income. We are grateful to the parishioners who 
have responded by taking out standing orders or 
given individual donations. This is helping 
enormously. Please do not forget you can donate 
anytime online at our JustGiving page. Visit the 
website and scroll down to Latest news. 
Fr Peter bought the meeting to a close with a final 
prayer with special mention of those people 
suffering from, or being affected by, the 
Coronavirus in any way. 
The next Zoom meeting of the Parish Council will 
be in a month’s time on 20th July 2020. 
We would be pleased to hear from members of the 
parish on any subject. Please speak to any member 
of the Council, drop a letter into the sacristy or 
contact Gerry via odonnellgerry@outlook.com. 
 
The PPC members are:     
Fr. Peter, Gerry O’Donnell (Chair), Sue Carr,  
Pauline D’Mello-Maplesden, Brenda Eydman, 
Roque Fernandes, Bernadette Hallett,  
Bridget Hanlon, Penne Hutton, Peter McFall,  
Erica Thurbon, Elsie Ofili and Colin Wilding. 

UPDATE FROM OUR PARISH TREASURER 
 
Although some of the Lockdown restrictions are 
beginning to be eased, the financial impact on our 
parish finances since the church was closed towards 
the end of March has been significant. Our financial 
situation now would have been much worse than 
was feared, had it not been for the generosity of 
many parishioners who have set up monthly 
standing orders to replace their weekly GiftAid 
envelopes (nearly 25 people have done this, in 
addition to the 40 or so people who already make 
an Offertory donation by standing order). 
 
I would therefore like to thank those parishioners, 
as well as those who have made one-off donations, 
both direct to the church, or through our JustGiving 
webpage, for which there is a link on the church 
website. 
Our church is now open for Private Prayer at 
certain times on Monday and Thursday, and there is 
the possibility of public Mass being restarted some 
time next month, albeit on a much restricted basis. 
Even then, it is unlikely that Cash Offertory will 
return to its former level. Could I once again appeal 
to you to set up a standing order or use the 
JustGiving option. There is an option on the Just 
Giving to conceal the amount you are donation, 
please use that option. Unfortunately it can’t be set 
as the default. For any questions about this or for 
help with processing a standing order please contact 
me, Peter McFall at 
coulsdontreasurer@rcaos.org.uk or by phone to the 
parish office. 
 
Once again, may I thank all of you for your 
continuing generosity in supporting our parish.  

200 Club – June 2020 Winner 
During Lockdown, the monthly draw for the 200 
Club has continued. The June draw was held at the 
end of the Parish Council Zoom Meeting earlier this 
week - the winning number was Number 2. Con-
gratulations therefore to John Barron who wins 
£200 and a cheque for this sum has been sent to 
him. 
The next draw will take place during the week be-
ginning 20th July 2020. 
New members are always welcome, and with just 
over 40 numbers still available, there is a good 
chance that your lucky number is waiting to be 
picked. The cost is £25 a year, and there is a month-
ly prize of £200. All profits go to our church. If you 
wish to join, or you wish to apply for additional 
numbers (up to a maximum of 4), or if you just 
want to find out whether the number you have al-
ways wanted is still available, please contact Peter 

McFall at   coulsdontreasurer@rcaos.org.uk  

mailto:odonnellgerry@outlook.com
mailto:coulsdontreasurer@rcaos.org.uk
mailto:coulsdontreasurer@rcaos.org.uk


 

 

Mass readings and hymn titles for this Sunday 
 
Entrance : I the Lord of sea and sky (Here I am Lord - Dan Schutte) 
 

Offertory:  Take my hands and make them as your  own (Var ia & Alex). 
 
Final:  Christ be our  light (St Aidan’s Choir). 

First reading              Acts 12:1-11 

King Herod started persecuting certain members of 
the Church. He beheaded James the brother of John, 
and when he saw that this pleased the Jews he 
decided to arrest Peter as well. This was during the 
days of Unleavened Bread, and he put Peter in 
prison, assigning four squads of four soldiers each 
to guard him in turns. Herod meant to try Peter in 
public after the end of Passover week. All the time 
Peter was under guard the Church prayed to God for 
him unremittingly. 

On the night before Herod was to try him, Peter 
was sleeping between two soldiers, fastened with 
double chains, while guards kept watch at the main 
entrance to the prison. Then suddenly the angel of 
the Lord stood there, and the cell was filled with 
light. He tapped Peter on the side and woke him. 
‘Get up!’ he said ‘Hurry!’ – and the chains fell from 
his hands. The angel then said, ‘Put on your belt and 
sandals.’ After he had done this, the angel next said, 
‘Wrap your cloak round you and follow me.’ Peter 
followed him, but had no idea that what the angel 
did was all happening in reality; he thought he was 
seeing a vision. They passed through two guard 
posts one after the other, and reached the iron gate 
leading to the city. This opened of its own accord; 
they went through it and had walked the whole 
length of one street when suddenly the angel left 
him. It was only then that Peter came to himself. 
‘Now I know it is all true’ he said. ‘The Lord really 
did send his angel and has saved me from Herod 
and from all that the Jewish people were so certain 
would happen to me.’ 
 

 
Responsorial Psalm 33(34):2-9 
 
From all my terrors the Lord set me free. 
 

I will bless the Lord at all times, 
his praise always on my lips; 

in the Lord my soul shall make its boast. 
The humble shall hear and be glad. 

 

Glorify the Lord with me. 
Together let us praise his name. 

I sought the Lord and he answered me; 
from all my terrors he set me free. 

 

Look towards him and be radiant; 
let your faces not be abashed. 

This poor man called, the Lord heard him 
and rescued him from all his distress. 

 

The angel of the Lord is encamped 
around those who revere him, to rescue them. 

Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
He is happy who seeks refuge in him. 
 

 
Second reading   2 Timothy 4:6-8,17-18 
 

My life is already being poured away as a libation, 
and the time has come for me to be gone. I have 
fought the good fight to the end; I have run the 
race to the finish; I have kept the faith; all there is 
to come now is the crown of righteousness 
reserved for me, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, will give to me on that Day; and not only to 
me but to all those who have longed for his 
Appearing. 

The Lord stood by me and gave me power, so 
that through me the whole message might be 
proclaimed for all the pagans to hear; and so I was 
rescued from the lion’s mouth. The Lord will 
rescue me from all evil attempts on me, and bring 
me safely to his heavenly kingdom. To him be 
glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
Gospel                             Matthew 16:13-19 

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea 
Philippi he put this question to his disciples, ‘Who 
do people say the Son of Man is?’ And they said, 
‘Some say he is John the Baptist, some Elijah, and 
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ ‘But you,’ 
he said ‘who do you say I am?’ Then Simon Peter 
spoke up, ‘You are the Christ,’ he said ‘the Son of 
the living God.’ Jesus replied, ‘Simon son of 
Jonah, you are a happy man! Because it was not 
flesh and blood that revealed this to you but my 
Father in heaven. So I now say to you: You are 
Peter and on this rock I will build my Church. And 
the gates of the underworld can never hold out 
against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven: whatever you bind on earth shall be 
considered bound in heaven; whatever you loose 
on earth shall be considered loosed in heaven.’ 


