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 Year A.                                     12th Sunday - Ordinary Time                     21 June 2020 

St Aidan’s Catholic Church  - Coulsdon 

'The God Who Speaks'   ~  The Year of the Word 

Dear Sisters and brothers, 
 
It felt good to have reached the stage in the past week where the church could be open for periods of 
private prayer. It was good also to be able to see people and greet them ‘in flesh and blood’. Now that we 
have a better idea of numbers we can judge more accurately the time we need to open and close. 
This coming week the church will be open for two sessions:   
Monday 11am - 12.30pm and Thursday 6pm - 7.30pm.  
 

**************************************************** 
I was on my way back from Mass today and I spotted a scene from nature which I 
found inspiring. I’m not usually one to take photographs but I thought I would like 
to share this one with you. You will have noticed that it is not scenic or pretty ! It is 
a large cone 1m high which has been left to cover some broken paving in my back 
yard. Through the cracks in the paving some grass grew and found itself in the dark 
at the bottom of the tall cone. It sought a be nourished and find a way out from 
darkness to light. Inside is a brown length of grass breaking out through the hole on 
top where it becomes lush green. It is a testament to the power of nature and its 
indomitable ability to survive in challenging conditions and seek a life giving 
environment. 
 
I was intending to reflect here on how it could be a metaphor about so many things 
about ourselves. However, as I write I just remembered the relevance of what Jesus 
says in this Sunday’s gospel concerning God’s ongoing involvement with all he has 
created.     ‘Can you not buy two sparrows for a penny? And yet not one falls to the ground without your 
Father knowing. Why, every hair on your head has been counted. So there is no need to be afraid; you are 
worth more than hundreds of sparrows.’  Mt:10: 29 - 31. 

That says all I would want to say. If the spirit of the creator can be so powerfully reflected in a blade of 
grass struggling for life inside a cone in my back yard, how much more is that same spirit at work at every 
moment in you and me, leading us on a path to life despite the most adverse conditions in which we can 
find ourselves. 

**************************************************** 
 
This week there are two significant saints days in the liturgical calendar. Monday 22nd June  is the 
feast day of two great English martyrs, St Thomas More and St John Fisher. They are patrons of our two 
local catholic schools.  See next page for brief account of why they were martyred. 

/ Continued on P2 

The month of June is dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 



 

 

Mass times and intentions. 

 Available on the parish YouTube channel:    St Aidans Coulsdon 

 

Sunday 10am         Fergal O’Hagan RIP -   SS Thomas More & John Fisher 

Monday 10am        Phyllis & John duCasse  RIP. 

Tuesday 6pm          Moyna Hallett RIP 

Wednesday 10am   Mary Fitzgerald RIP -  Solemnity of John the Baptist 

Thursday 10am      Grace Almeida RIP. -   

Friday 10am           Antonio Fernandes RIP 

Saturday  10am      Jim Moran RIP;                   Sunday10am           Alice Scott’s intention 

Rosary and 
Benediction 
will be on 

Wednesday  
at 8pm 

 / Continued from P1. 
 
The solemnity of the birth of St John the Baptist is the other  significant saint’s day this week on 
Wednesday 24th June (yet another Purley patron !). John the Baptist’s birthday is celebrated six months 
before Christ’s. We are told in Luke’s Gospel that John was in Elizabeth’s womb six months before the 
conception of Jesus in Mary’s womb. That in itself is significant because his calling was to ‘go ahead’ to 
prepare the way for the Messiah coming among God’s people as the ‘lamb of God’ washing their sins way. 
 

**************************************************** 
 

Please be aware that you are held in  prayer at church every day at Mass . 

That is true whether you join in the YouTube streaming or not. I feel very 

uplifted by the prayers you say for me as well as you r good wishes and 

loving expressions of appreciation which are a constant  source of 

encouragement.    

 

Yours in Christ, 

 
Monday 22nd June.    St Thomas More (1477 - 1535)  -  St John Fisher (1469 - 1535). 
 
Thomas More was born in London. He became an eminent lawyer . He was a close fr iend of King Henry VIII. 
As a judge, he was famous for his incorruptibility and impartiality, and he was made Lord Chancellor – the highest 
legal position in England – in 1529. 
When Henry VIII demanded a divorce from Catherine of Aragon, Thomas More opposed him on religious grounds. 
He resigned the chancellorship in 1532 and retired from public life; but he could not retire from his reputation, and 
so it was demanded that he take an oath to support the Act of Succession, which effectively repudiated the Pope’s 
religious authority. He refused, and was imprisoned in the Tower of London. After the execution of John Fisher, he 
was tried on the charge of high treason for denying the King’s supreme headship of the Church, found guilty, and 
sentenced to death. He went to his execution, on 6 July 1535, with a clear conscience and a light heart; he told the 
spectators that he was still “the king’s good servant – but God’s first”.   He fought his fight without acrimony, telling 
his judges that he wished that “we may yet hereafter in Heaven merrily all meet together to everlasting salvation.” 
 
John Fisher was Bishop of Rochester . When King Henry VIII took a second wife Anne Boleyn, and 
constituted himself the supreme Head of the Church in England, John Fisher refused to assent. He was imprisoned in 
the Tower of London on a charge of treason.  In defiance of Henry the Pope made John Fisher a cardinal. Henry was 
furious and referring to the ceremonial cardinal’s hat he said that he would see to it that John Fisher would not have a 
head to put it on. Fisher was so ill and weak that he had to be carried in a chair to the place of execution on 22 June 
1535. 
 
He was the only English bishop to oppose Henry VIII’s actions, on the grounds that they were a repudiation of the 
Pope’s authority, but even so he avoided direct confrontation with the other bishops, not holding himself up as a hero 
or boasting of his coming martyrdom: I condemn no other man’s conscience: their conscience may save them, and 
mine must save me.  

A very happy FATHER’S DAY to all the dads in our parish ! 



 

 

Archbishop John writes a letter each week to his clergy, below is an extract from his most 
recent one.  
 
Friday 19 June 2020 – The Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 

 
‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you 
will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’ (Mt 11:28-30) 
  
As we keep the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus we are called back to that love which will 
not let us go. The death defying love of Christ is so intimately personal that it touches our little, 
sometimes humdrum, lives. Yet His love is also so enormous that it has redeemed the world. 
  
The image of the Heart of Jesus captures the primary relationship we have with our Lord and 
God, namely merciful love. How great is the need for us to proclaim this saving truth; and how 
vital, too, that we also each hear and receive it.  The great French singer Edith Piaf was once 
asked if she prayed. She said ‘Yes, I pray.’ She was then asked why she prayed. ‘Because I be-
lieve in love,’ she said.    Love is the source of everything in relation to God because God is love, 
and this love has a human face in the Lord Jesus. 
  
It’s an interesting question to pose to ourselves: Do we really know ourselves to be loved by the 
Lord? It’s such an important question. The answer we give – and it this answer will need to be 
renewed each day -  will shape our discipleship; in fact, it shapes our whole existence. I know it 
might sound a bit soppy or lovey-dovey,  but our answer to this question matters. Our heart and 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus are fundamentally connected through love: His love for you, and 
yours for Him.   

John Wilson - Archbishop of Southwark 

Please pray for the sick and housebound:   
 
Patro Herreras, Audrey Wright, Eileen Mallows,  
Bernadette Gibson, Ian Cahill, Victoria Moore, Wendy 
Vaughan, Lesley Leavey, Mary Calafato, Josie Davitt, 
Bernadette Blaquiere, Anne Walker, Peter Leeks,  
Mary Reynolds, Claudette Lovell, Sammy McCarroll, Trudy 
Kiely, Mary Crehan, James Tomlin, John Cooksey, Sarah Bell,  
Joseph Darville, Barbara & Geoff Wood. 

We remember in prayer all who 
have died. 
 
Charles Patullo RIP 
 
1st anniversary:  Jim Moran RIP 
 

May they rest in peace  
and rise in glory. 
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NO PLACE FOR RACISM 
 

A Message from your Bishops to the Young People in Catholic Schools  
in the Archdiocese of Southwark 

17 June 2020 
Dear Young Friends, 
 
The events surrounding the death of Mr George Floyd have caused outrage and anger, not only in the 
United States, but also in cities across the world, including London. Mr Floyd was an African American 
who died while being restrained by police in Minneapolis on 25 May 2020. In shocking video footage he is 
heard to have said repeatedly ‘I can’t breathe.’  
 
The way in which Mr Floyd died sparked demonstrations and protests. It raises important questions about 
the reality of racism in our society here and now. We know that many people feel very strongly about this, 
especially young people. This is why we wanted to write to all the students in our Catholic schools across 
the Archdiocese. We are united with you in asking for justice and equality for every person, no matter 
what colour their skin happens to be. We believe that every human life is sacred, from its first beginning to 
its natural end. The Lord Jesus commanded us to ‘love one another.’ (Jn 15:12) He did not allow for any 
exceptions and we should not make any exceptions.  
 
Racism is incompatible with the Catholic Faith. Whether expressed by the attitudes or behaviour of an 
individual, or the behaviour of a group, or through unjust structures in society that exclude and 
discriminate, there is no place for racism at any time or in any place. We say this again: there is no place 
for racism. 
 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches very clearly that: ‘Every form of social or cultural 
discrimination in fundamental rights on the grounds of sex, race, colour, social conditions, language or 
religion must be eradicated as incompatible with God’s design.’ (CCC 1935) Commenting on the death of 
Mr Floyd, Pope Francis said ‘we cannot tolerate or turn a blind eye to racism and exclusion in any form.’ 
He also went on to speak about the violent protests following Mr Floyd’s death: ‘[violence] is self-
destructive and self-defeating. Nothing is gained by violence and so much is lost.’ (General Audience, 3 
June 2020) 
 
Our Catholic Faith does more than condemn racism; it also calls us to challenge racism, to eliminate its 
causes, and to heal the wounds it brings. We each have a part to play in this, first by making sure that we 
always think of every other person as someone worthy of respect. We must uphold the rights, the equality, 
and the sanctity of every human life. To God, and to us, every life is a gift and irreplaceable. We affirm 
that every person’s life matters and that the life of every black person matters. 
Back in 1979, before you, the young people in our schools were born, the Bishops of the United States said 
this: ‘Racism is not merely one sin among many; it is a radical evil that divides the human family and 
denies the new creation of a redeemed world. To struggle against it demands an equally radical 
transformation, in our own minds and hearts as well as in the structure of our society.’ (Pastoral Letter on 
Racism) These are powerful words and they apply today.  
 
We cannot be silent about racism. It must be challenged. In doing so, our first responsibility is to recognise 
that racism does exist, whether in individuals, in groups, in organisations, or in society. We need to decide 
the best way to overcome racism, knowing that violence never solves anything, even when injustice makes 
us angry. Let the energy that comes from our anger be channelled into changing hearts and minds, 
beginning with our own, to speak the truth in the service of peace.  
 
We are committed to making sure that our parishes, schools, and communities are places where everyone 
is welcomed, where everyone is affirmed, where everyone is encouraged; where everyone is respected for 
the person God has created them to be and for the person God is calling them to become. We have, in our 
Church, some inspiring examples of people who spoke out against slavery and worked to overcome the 
sufferings of those enslaved. Their voices must be alive in us today. One of these was Josephine Bakhita, a 
Sudanese woman who was sold into slavery, eventually brought to Rome, and cared for by a community of 
nuns. She became such an outstanding example of what it means to be a Christian that she was declared a 
saint in the year 2000.  

/ Continued on the next page 



 

 

No pace for racism  - / continued from previous page. 
 
Our Archdiocese covers all of South London, Kent, and the Medway Unitary Authority. It is beautifully 
diverse. People in our parishes and schools represent a rich variety of cultural, ethnic, and racial 
backgrounds, from countries in Africa, the Caribbean, Asia, Latin America, and from Western and Eastern 
Europe. We believe that this diversity is a gift and that there is a place for everyone in our Church.  
 
Dear young friends, we want you to use your passion for justice to make a difference to your schools and 
parishes, your neighbourhoods and communities. Make them places where the gifts and skills, the 
experience and heritage, of all people, of every background, are honoured, valued, cherished and 
celebrated. There is no place for racism. Let us work side by side to make it part of our history, not part of 
our present or of our future together.  
 

With our prayers and best wishes. 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 

 
 
 

+ Paul Hendricks 
Auxiliary Bishop of Southwark,  
Area Bishop in South West London 

A message from Christine Allen, Director of CAFOD re the proposed merger of DFID (aid for the poor in 
other countries) and the FOREIGN OFFICE 
  
Today (16 June) Prime Minister Boris Johnson announced a massive reshaping of Britain's foreign policy 
by merging the Department for International Development with the Foreign Office under the leadership of 
the foreign secretary, Dominic Raab. Boris Johnson said: "Distinctions between diplomacy and overseas 
development are artificial and outdated.  While the government says it will maintain its statutory 
commitment to spending 0.7% of gross national income on overseas aid, critics say the move will mean aid 
is linked to the UK's security and commercial interests. 
 
Reacting to the news, Christine Allen, director of CAFOD, said: "The Prime Minister's announcement on 
maximising British influence through aid is seriously misguided. We believe the aid budget's sole focus 
should be on helping the world's poorest people, and that is how Britain will get the respect of other 
countries and their people. Our support for our brothers and sisters living in poverty shouldn't be contingent 
on what we as Britain can get out of it - we must have a clear distinction between our aid budget and 
money spent on British interests.  "The last few weeks have reminded us of the debt that Britain owes to 
many countries and communities, and our aid spending is one way we can help to support those 
communities as they tackle the effects of climate change, poverty and human rights abuses." 
Daniel Willis, campaign manager for Global Justice Now said: "This is a terrible decision that takes us 
back two decades to when UK aid was subservient to the interests of British business. It's bad news for the 
fight against global poverty, and good news for suppliers of corporate drinks parties in foreign embassies. 
"No-one who believes that UK aid can have a positive impact in the world thinks this is a good idea. Just 
last week, MPs urged the government to abandon this merger on the grounds that it would destroy the 
effectiveness and transparency of UK aid 
 
Please write your objections to your MP    chris.philp.mp@parliament.uk  
or write directly to the PM Boris Johnson, 10 Downing Street, Westminster SW1A 2AA 

+ Patrick Lynch ss.cc 
Auxiliary Bishop of Southwark,  
Area Bishop in South East London 

Canon John O’Toole 
Episcopal Vicar  
in Kent 

 + John Wilson 
Archbishop of Southwark 



 

 

Mass readings and hymn titles for this Sunday 
 
Entrance:  Do not be afraid   (St Aidans choir) 
 

Offertory:  Take my hands and make them as your  own. (Alex & Varia) 
 
Final:  O Sacred Heart, our  home lies deep in thee. 

First reading                         Jeremiah 20:10-13 

Jeremiah said: 

I hear so many disparaging me, 
‘“Terror from every side!” 
Denounce him! Let us denounce him!’ 
All those who used to be my friends 
watched for my downfall, 
‘Perhaps he will be seduced into error. 
Then we will master him 
and take our revenge!’ 
But the Lord is at my side, a mighty hero; 
my opponents will stumble, mastered, 
confounded by their failure; 
everlasting, unforgettable disgrace will be theirs. 
But you, O Lord of Hosts, you who probe with  
justice, who scrutinise the loins and heart, 
let me see the vengeance you will take on them, 
for I have committed my cause to you. 
Sing to the Lord, praise the Lord, 
for he has delivered the soul of the needy 
from the hands of evil men. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Responsorial        Psalm 68(69):8-10,14,17,33-35 
 
In your great love, answer me, O Lord. 

It is for you that I suffer taunts, 
that shame covers my face, 

that I have become a stranger to my brothers, 
an alien to my own mother’s sons. 

I burn with zeal for your house 
and taunts against you fall on me. 

 

This is my prayer to you, 
my prayer for your favour. 

In your great love, answer me, O God, 
with your help that never fails: 

Lord, answer, for your love is kind; 
in your compassion, turn towards me. 

 

The poor when they see it will be glad 
and God-seeking hearts will revive; 

for the Lord listens to the needy 
and does not spurn his servants in their chains. 

Let the heavens and the earth give him praise, 
the sea and all its living creatures. 

 
Second reading     Romans 5:12-15 

Sin entered the world through one man, and 
through sin death, and thus death has spread 
through the whole human race because everyone 
has sinned. Sin existed in the world long before the 
Law was given. There was no law and so no one 
could be accused of the sin of ‘law-breaking’, yet 
death reigned over all from Adam to Moses, even 
though their sin, unlike that of Adam, was not a 
matter of breaking a law. 

Adam prefigured the One to come, but the gift 
itself considerably outweighed the fall. If it is 
certain that through one man’s fall so many died, it 
is even more certain that divine grace, coming 
through the one man, Jesus Christ, came to so many 
as an abundant free gift. 

 
 

Gospel                    Matthew 10:26-33 

Jesus instructed the Twelve as follows: ‘Do not be 
afraid. For everything that is now covered will be 
uncovered, and everything now hidden will be 
made clear. What I say to you in the dark, tell in the 
daylight; what you hear in whispers, proclaim from 
the housetops. 

‘Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but 
cannot kill the soul; fear him rather who can 
destroy both body and soul in hell. Can you not buy 
two sparrows for a penny? And yet not one falls to 
the ground without your Father knowing. Why, 
every hair on your head has been counted. So there 
is no need to be afraid; you are worth more than 
hundreds of sparrows. 

‘So if anyone declares himself for me in the 
presence of men, I will declare myself for him in 
the presence of my Father in heaven. But the one 
who disowns me in the presence of men, I will 
disown in the presence of my Father in heaven.’ 


