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 Year A.                                            5th Sunday of Easter                             10 May 2020 
 

Readings for today’s Mass and hymn titles  are on P5. 

St Aidan’s Catholic Church  - Coulsdon 

'The God Who Speaks'   ~  The Year of the Word 

Dear sisters and brothers, 
 
Many people including several from outside the parish and even people living abroad have expressed 
appreciation for the liturgy at our church which is being streamed. Many thanks to all of you who are 
supporting this initiative and exercising your Christian ministries by recording readings, prayers, psalms, 
hymns and other musical inputs. It is amazing that our 11am parish choir produces a hymn every week, 
sung from their own homes and blended together by Roy Misra. Thanks to Colin Wilding for organising 
the readers and ensuring the recordings are correct and available in good time for steaming. Thank you to 
Varia, our organist, and her husband Alex who record a hymn for us every week. A special thanks to 
Helena Withers (Wilding) for singing some psalms and to Ben and Katie Stockermans (Wilding) for their 
recording. Thanks to Ben for contributing his own arrangement of ‘We adore you in eternity’ for 
Benediction. 
 
Two of my previous parishes do not have streaming from their churches so some people from those 
communities like to come to a place where they have the connection of a familiar priest. It has been lovely 
to hear from some of them again by text and email, expressing their gratitude to St Aidan’s for providing 
this spiritual service. 

***************************** 
 

I like to have a reason to go to the supermarket from time to time. One of the joys I have on such 
occasions is meeting some parishioners. These days it is the main place where I have the pleasure of 
seeing a few St Aidan’s people face to face, albeit at a ‘social distance’. I would also like to take this 
opportunity to say how much I appreciate the thoughtfulness of those who contact me when they are going 
to a shop to ask if there is anything I need.  On reflection a haircut would be good but that will have to 
wait ! 
 
  With my love and prayers, 
 
 
P.S.       Last week I said that I would publish in the newsletter  the summary of my recent ser ies of 
weekday homilies on the Bread of Life gospel passages in John 6. I am not ready to do it this week as I am 
currently making notes from the recording scripts. I am grateful for the assistance of Catherine Pereira a 
parishioner who is an audio typist. It will be best if I serialise them over three or four weeks as they would 
be too lengthy to read in one instalment. 



 

 

 Not public services but available on the parish  
YouTube channel:    St Aidans Coulsdon 
  

Sunday 10am          Colin Hadley  RIP. 1st Anniv.   
 

Monday  10am       Kearney Intention. 
 
* Tuesday  6pm      Mario Menezes RIP. 
  
Wednesday 10am   People of the Par ish 
                                
Thursday  10am     Kathy Gaffney RIP. 1st Anniv.  -  St Matthias - Apostle 
 
* 8.15pm  - Rosary and  Benediction. 
 
Friday 10am       Glor ia Fernandes RIP. 
  
Saturday  10am  Wilma Noronha RIP;           Sunday 10am  Michelle Gent RIP. 

Please note that Rosary and 
Benediction will be on 

Thursdays for the month of 
May at 8.15pm 

Quote from Pope Francis’ homily at this 
year’s Easter Vigil. 
 

‘Everyone is in need 
of reassurance, and if 
we, who have touched 
“the Word of life” (1 
Jn 1:1) do not give it, 
who will ?  
How beautiful it is to 
be Christians who offer consolation, who 
bear the burdens of others and who offer 
encouragement: messengers of life in a 
time of death! In every Galilee, in every 
area of the human family to which we all 
belong and which is part of us – for we 
are all brothers and sisters – may we bring 
the song of life! Let us silence the cries of 
death, no more wars! May we stop the 
production and trade of weapons, since 
we need bread, not guns. Let the abortion 
and killing of innocent lives end. May the 
hearts of those who have enough be open 
to filling the empty hands of those who do 
not have the bare necessities.’ 

Reflection on this Sunday’s Gospel. 
© Fr Kieran O’ Mahony 

Jesus is already, now today, our way, our truth and 
our life. As today’s Gospel says, to have eternal life 
is to believe in him whom God has sent (Jn 5:24; 
17:3). This is a reality for us now and it guides our 
life, in matters great and small. At the core of this 
reality is trust, that is, the capacity to entrust all that 
we have and are to the living God and to his Son, 
raised from the dead. It is not an accident that the 
verb “to believe” occurs no fewer than ninety eight 
times in the Fourth Gospel. 
 
Prayer. 
 
Loving Father, you gave us Jesus,  
the Word made flesh as Mediator,  
and he has spoken your words to us  
and called us to follow him.  
He is the way that leads us to you,  
the truth that sets us free,  
the life that fills us with gladness.    AMEN 

Please pray for the sick and housebound:  
Bernadette Gibson, Ian Cahill, Victoria Moore, 
Wendy Vaughan, Anne Parsons, Lesley Leavey, 
Mary Calafato,  Josie Davitt, Bernadette Blaquiere, 
Anne Walker, Peter Leeks, Mary Reynolds, 
Claudette Lovell, Sammy McCarroll, Trudy Kiely, 
Mary Crehan, James Tomlin, John Cooksey,  
Sarah Bell,  Joseph Darville, Barbara &  
Geoff Wood. 

Please pray for those who have died recently: 
 
Margaret McManus RIP.             
(sister-in-law of Eileen Joyce) 
 
Through Jesus may she enter into the fullness of  
life in the Resurrection. 

CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE OF 
ENGLAND AND WALES 
Mass for the Sick and their Families, 
NHS Front-Line workers and those working in 
Social Care/    
Streamed  7pm Thursdays.. 
 
14th May  
Bishop Robert Byrne -  Newcastle Cathedral 
 
 



 

 

From: Peter McFall the parish Treasurer. 
 
Thank you to those who contacted me in the past week in order to set up a Standing Order for offertory 
contributions. 
 
Cash collections in church are not possible at the moment but some people have put collection money 
through the Parish House letterbox. Thank you to those who have done that. It would be an enormous help 
to the parish if more people could set up a weekly or monthly standing order so as to donate to the normal 
parish income. Will those who wish to do this please contact me or the parish office via email at 
coulsdontreasurer@rcaos.org.uk . I will send you a standing order form for completion, and return. We 
will be able to identify those who are already in the Gift Aid scheme, but those of you who are not, and 
wish to Gift Aid your donation, please contact Emma Sinclair, our Gift Aid organiser by email at 
giftaidorganiser@gmail.com  

Archbishop John writes to his clergy each week. Below is an extract from his recent letter. 
 

“   ….   Added to the strains and stresses of these times there is the closure of our churches and the 

limitation of celebrating Mass without a congregation. The Catholic Bishops’ Conference is working to 
ensure that we are able to reopen our churches for private prayer at the first opportunity. This will, no 
doubt, require some supervision, proper social distancing and an appropriate hygiene regime. As soon as I 
have information about this, I will communicate it to you. This will be the first step, with further guidance 
to come about the celebration of the Sacraments. None of us expected 2020 to unfold as it has; and there is 
still a journey to be made before we return to previous and new ways of living our faith.  
 
We are continuing to assess the impact of the lockdown on the life of the Archdiocese and this includes the 
financial implications. As you will know, to try and secure our financial future, the majority of parish and 
central service employees have been furloughed through the Government Job Retention Scheme. I would 
like to record my thanks to those members of our central services who have continued to work to ensure 
that the Archdiocese remains compliant with financial and statutory requirements. I know personally the 
commitment they have shown.           

                                                    ”                                                            

                                                                    

Memories of Victory in Europe on the 75th anniversary of VE  Day.         By Liz Moore. 
 
When war was declared, I was boarding at a nursery school in Cobham.  The owners of the school 
packed up and we all travelled by coach to Woolacombe, North Devon, where we spent the 
duration of the war, living in a big house overlooking the Bay. We were very fortunate evacuees 
and very happy.  We were also very lucky not to experience any bombing. 
 
Later on the Americans arrived to prepare for D Day.  We children would watch them in ferocious 
weather and high seas, coming off the amphibious boats and trying to wade to shore with full 
packs on their backs.  Many lost their lives in the  rehearsals.  On one occasion there was a lot of 
top brass watching in our front garden, only to be told it was General Eisenhower and his 
staff.  Did not mean a lot to me at the time. 
 
I remember VE Day very well.  We were all listening to the radio and when we heard the news, 
we were given flags and all ran down the road to the front waving our flags. I think the entire area 
population gathered on the front Promenade.  Everyone was dancing, singing and clapping their 
hands which went on well into the night.  After that, of course, there were numerous street 

parties.  It was all very exciting.    

                                                Liz Moore 
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Mass readings and hymn titles for this Sunday 
 

HYMNS for our Mass:  Christ be our Light - Easter version (11am Choir); Offertory: Praise to the Lord the 
Almighty (Varia and Alex); Recessional: For Our Lady’s month of May - As I kneel before you (11am Choir). 

First reading               Acts 6:1-7 

About this time, when the number of disciples was 
increasing, the Hellenists made a complaint against 
the Hebrews: in the daily distribution their own 
widows were being overlooked. So the Twelve 
called a full meeting of the disciples and addressed 
them, ‘It would not be right for us to neglect the 
word of God so as to give out food; you, brothers, 
must select from among yourselves seven men of 
good reputation, filled with the Spirit and with 
wisdom; we will hand over this duty to them, and 
continue to devote ourselves to prayer and to the 
service of the word.’ The whole assembly approved 
of this proposal and elected Stephen, a man full of 
faith and of the Holy Spirit, together with Philip, 
Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and 
Nicolaus of Antioch, a convert to Judaism. They 
presented these to the apostles, who prayed and laid 
their hands on them. 

The word of the Lord continued to spread: the 
number of disciples in Jerusalem was greatly 
increased, and a large group of priests made their 
submission to the faith. 

____________________ 
 

Responsorial Psalm 32(33):1-2,4-5,18-19 
 

May your love be upon us O Lord,  
as we place all our hope in you. 
 

Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just; 
for praise is fitting for loyal hearts. 

Give thanks to the Lord upon the harp, 
with a ten-stringed lute sing him songs. 
 

For the word of the Lord is faithful 
and all his works to be trusted. 

The Lord loves justice and right 
and fills the earth with his love. 
 

The Lord looks on those who revere him, 
on those who hope in his love, 

to rescue their souls from death, 
to keep them alive in famine. 

 
 

Second reading                   1 Peter 2:4-9 

The Lord is the living stone, rejected by men but 
chosen by God and precious to him; set yourselves 
close to him so that you too, the holy priesthood 
that offers the spiritual sacrifices which Jesus Christ 
has made acceptable to God, may be living stones 

making a spiritual house. As scripture says: See 
how I lay in Zion a precious cornerstone that I have 
chosen and the man who rests his trust on it will not 
be disappointed. That means that for you who are 
believers, it is precious; but for unbelievers, the 
stone rejected by the builders has proved to be the 
keystone, a stone to stumble over, a rock to bring 
men down. They stumble over it because they do 
not believe in the word; it was the fate in store for 
them. 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 
consecrated nation, a people set apart to sing the 
praises of God who called you out of the darkness 
into his wonderful light. 

____________________ 
 

Gospel                   John 14:1-12 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. 
Trust in God still, and trust in me. 
There are many rooms in my Father’s house; 
if there were not, I should have told you. 
I am going now to prepare a place for you, 
and after I have gone and prepared you a place, 
I shall return to take you with me; so that where I 
Am you may be too. 
You know the way to the place where I am going.’ 

Thomas said, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are 
going, so how can we know the way?’ Jesus said: 

‘I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. 
No one can come to the Father except through me. 
If you know me, you know my Father too. 
From this moment you know him and have seen 
him.’ 

Philip said, ‘Lord, let us see the Father and then we 
shall be satisfied.’ ‘Have I been with you all this 
time, Philip,’ said Jesus to him ‘and you still do not 
know me? 

‘To have seen me is to have seen the Father, 
so how can you say, “Let us see the Father”? 
Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me? 
The words I say to you I do not speak as from 
myself: it is the Father, living in me, who is doing 
this work. You must believe me when I say that I 
am in the  Father and the Father is in me; 
believe it on the evidence of this work, if for no 
other reason. I tell you most solemnly, whoever 
believes in me will perform the same works as I do 
myself, he will perform even greater works, 
because I am going to the Father.’ 


