NEWSLETTER

Parish Priest: Fr. Peter Mansfield
CR5 3DD
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Sacrament of Reconciliation - Confession
Saturday after evening Mass and Ist Saturdays at 12 noon. Also by appointment.

This Week - Second Collection - Collection for Poor Parishes in our Diocese.
Formerly the Needs of the Diocese collection, this collection enables the Archbishop to make grants to
some of the poorer parishes in the Diocese.

Weekday Mass times and days.

For the time being the existing schedule will continue but with changes from week to week depending on Fr. Peter’s
duties. PLEASE CONSULT THE NEWSLETTER EACH WEEK, - it is also available on our parish website.
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Collections last weekend.
Offertory:

Cash not Gift-aided: £306 Gift-aided: £312

Standing Orders: Gift-aided - £250;  Total: £868
2nd Collection - Missions Appeal £640
Thank you

Lenten Masses in Croydon University Hospital
Bishop Paul Hendricks will celebrate Mass in the
Hospital Chapel on Ash Wednesday (6th
March) at 12 noon.

There will be Mass every Monday during Lent, at
12 noon, in the Hospital Chapel.

All are most welcome.

SVP National Raffle 2019
The National Raffle is the biggest annual fundrais-

ing event of the Society of St. Vincent de

Paul. Your support helps the Society continue its
work with people facing isolation, loneliness and a
daily struggle with poverty in communities
throughout England and Wales.

This year the prizes are: 1 prize £3000, 2™ prize
£2000, 3™ prize £1000 and many more. Tickets are £1
each and the draw will take place on 28™ March 2019.
Members of St. Aidan’s Conference will be selling
tickets after Masses this weekend.

Thank you for your continued and generous support.

St. Aidan’s Parish Council Meeting

The Parish Council held a meeting on the 22nd February; we began with an opening prayer.

We discussed the new website, everything seems to be working well and we encourage all parishioners to
visit and have a look at the content. All feedback is welcome; you can use the “Contact Us” tab.

The Parish Pastoral Development Group is making good progress and preparations for the Parish sharing
day on April 7th in the church hall after the 11:00 am mass are well underway. Please make a note in your
diaries and come along for what should be a very informative event.

We discussed the fundraising efforts to pay for the new organ. There will be a fundraising event an-
nounced soon that will include a special organ recital followed by a talk and social.

There is some good support for the parish weekend of prayer at Worth Abbey in June, please sign the list
in the porch to book a place. There will be no trip to Aylesford this year.

Fr. Peter led the closing prayer

Full meeting minutes are posted on the parish website under Documents and on the notice board in the

Parish Centre

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Friday 10th of May 2019.
We would be pleased to hear from members of the parish on any of above items. Please speak to any
member of the council, drop a letter into the sacristy or contact Gerry via odonnellgerry@outlook.com.

We remember those who have died :
Nicholas Synnott RIP (Nicky Langford’s father).

May he rest in peace.

Please pray for the sick and housebound:

Fr. Martin McCarthy, Eileen Mallows, Sonia Heffernan,
Peter Leeks, Mary Reynolds, Trudy Kiely,

Kevin Leavey, Jennifer Dodwell, John Cooksey,

Chris Antoniou, Mary Crehan, Orlagh Beau Keable,
Mary Smith, Louise Harris, Elsa Garratt,

Dave O’ Donoghue, James Tomlin, Sarah Bell,

Colin Hadley, Claudette Lovell, Sammy McCarroll,
Joseph Darville, Geoff Wood.

WEST CROYDON REFUGEE CENTRE.

The Justice and Peace Group are collecting baby
clothes for destitute mothers and their babies.
Items needed: 0-3 months babygros, sleepsuits,
vests, bibs, muslin cloths, wipes, shawls, blankets,
clean old towels and buggies. Nappies for
premature and 0-3 month babies. New Men’s and
Women's underwear.

Purley Food Hub - February 2019 List

Tinned plain meat and ready meat meals ~ long
life whole milk ~ tinned carrots and peas ~ tinned
dessert fruit ~ savoury biscuits ~ adult toothbrushes
and size 5 nappies




Lenten Book Club - an initiative of local
inter-parish Adoremus delegates.

Lent gives us a special opportunity to deepen our
faith and increase our spiritual awareness. Reading
and reflecting on the works of Pope Benedict

will help us along on this journey. This Lent we are
organising a book club that will meet every Thurs-
day, after Ash Wednesday, in St Aidan's Parish
Hall, from 7:45pm until 9pm. The first meeting is
Thursday, 7th March.

The book to be reviewed is: 'God Is Near Us' by
Emeritus Pope Benedict. The book's theme on the
Eucharist as the heart of life, follows on from last
year's Adoremus Congress held in Liverpool.

All you need to do is bring along the book and a
curiosity about your faith.

There will be a list at the back of the Church were
you can add your name

Next Youth Social: 29th of March (and then the
last Friday of the month thereafter)

All 14 to 17 year olds welcome™

- free refreshments

- play your own music

- meet friends old and new

- get involved in running future socials and events

We look forward to seeing you.

* Completed parental consent form required (in the
church porch.)

An invitation
to join Fr. Peter and a group
from St. Aidan's parish for a
weekend of prayer, relaxation
and renewal.

At St. Bruno's Retreat House
in the grounds of
Worth Abbey.

Arrive Friday 14th June 4pm
finish with lunch on
Sunday 16th June.

The weekend will provide time and space to
relax. It will include guided
Christion meditation.

No previous experience required.

There will also be opportunities to join the
monks for the liturgy in the Abbey Church.

Cost: £140 per person sharing
twin room.
£160 single room.
Includes all meals.

For more information see notice board
in porch or speak to Fr. Peter.

Please sign the list in the church porch in
order to book your place.

Confirmation preparation programme 2019.
Please note the following dates:

Catechists planning meeting- Parish House. Sunday
3 March 6pm

PARENTS’ meeting - Parish Hall. Tuesday
5 March 8pm (young people not required to at-
tend).

First session for young people - Sunday 10 March
- 6pm Hall.

Programme dates: Sundays 6pm ...
10, 17, 24 March; 28 April; 12, 19 May;
23, 30 June.

9, 16,

Confirmation Mass - Saturday 6 July 6pm -
Bishop Paul.

Catholic History Walks in March - for more de-
tails go to www.catholichistorywalks.com.

Catholic secondary school admissions.
Every autumn parish priests are asked to do
references for children transferring to
Catholic secondary schools. This involves
the priest having to state how frequently the
parent(s) and child attend Sunday Mass.

Starting today parents are asked to sign in
on every Sunday when they are at Mass

Please note that this is different from what
was done previously in so far as it is every
occasion that parent and child are here.

If you are at Mass today and you will be
submitting an application for entry to a Catholic
secondary school, please write your child’s name
and sign in the place indicated on the clipboard
in the church porch.




Live Simply so that Others May Simply Live
Inspired by Pope Francis’ encyclical

Laudato Si’ - Care for our Common Home,

as part of our Offertory this weekend we bring
forward three symbols of our commitment to
engage with the CAFOD ‘Live Simply’ initiative:

8§ a poster as an outward display of our
pledge to live simply,

§ a candle to represent our solidarity with
the poor,

§ a ‘kokedama’ moss ball as a sign of our
intention to challenge ourselves to live
sustainably with creation.

The Church invites us to work with generosity
and tenderness in protecting this world which
God has entrusted to us. Let us support the
call to protect the planet and recognise our
global interconnectivity: “There is a nobility in
the duty to care for creation through little daily
actions.” God has made the world and all that
it contains for us all to share. As we share
bread and wine remember also that we share
the fruits of the earth with future generations.
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THE CROSS IN YOUR POCKET

Each week during Lent we will be featuring
short post-communion reflections to focus our
attention on the need to care for creation as
our common home. Today as you leave the
church you will be offered a small terracotta
cross to keep in your pocket from now until
Easter, to remind you of our parish ‘Live
Simply’ initiative which we are launching this
weekend.

Good news at St. Aidan’s.

I am pleased to say that in our parish we have five
adults preparing to receive the sacraments of
initiation at the Easter Vigil. The following will
receive Baptism, Confirmation and First Holy
Communion:

Jennifer Blackburne, Sarah Yusoof,

Clare Steedman and Michelle Brilley. They are all
parents with children at St. Aidan’s School.

In addition we have one candidate for adult
Confirmation: Juliet Rolls.

This Sunday at 11am Mass the group will receive a
blessing and be officially introduced to the parish
as people who are preparing for the sacraments.
You will be asked to accompany them on their
journey-in-faith by your prayers and
encouragement.

On Saturday 9th March they will go to the
Cathedral to be welcomed by Archbishop Peter at
the Rite of Election, together with many others in
our diocese who are preparing to become Catholics
or be confirmed as adults this Easter.

—

Parish Sharing Day Sunday 7th April

Please join us in the hall following the 11.00am
Mass and meet fellow parishioners and representa-
tives from all the parish groups in a very relaxed
and informal atmosphere. There will be a shared
lunch, the bar will be open as usual and it gives
everyone the

opportunity to find out more about what is going
on at St Aidan’s.

Although it is taking place after 1 1am Mass, the
invitation is to everyone irrespective of which
Mass you attend. Do please come along and find
out more! More details on the website under
News or Events.

West Croydon Refugee Centre - Thank you

Thank you to Lesley Leavey for sorting, ironing
and delivering the collection of goods.

Peter Hall, manager at the Centre, has written to
say 'l honestly don't know how to properly express
our thanks for all the things you brought in.
Maureen, who makes up the baby bags that we give
away, was astounded when she saw exactly what
had been given. I can only ask you to pass on our
gratitude to all.'

The quality and quantity of donations from our par-
ish to both the Refugee Centre Purley Food Hub is
excellent and much appreciated.

Church Shop.

There is some new stock available including
Rosaries. St. Patrick Day cards £1

Mass cards @ £1 for:
the dead ; Birthdays; for the sick;
Mass for general intentions;

Mass cards must be taken to Liz Moore in the sac-
risty or the priest so that the Mass can be booked.




The season of Lent begins this week on
Ash Wednesday. Masses with
distribution of ashes at our Church are at
9.30am & 8.00pm.

The season of Lent is a time to renew our
Christian faith, - the faith in which we are
baptised. In Lent we are called to unite
ourselves more closely to Christ in his
passion and death through acts of penance,
in order to share more fully in the joy of his
Resurrection at Easter. In Christian
spirituality ‘penance’ comprises of
PRAYER, FASTING

and ALMS-GIVING.

7  PRAYER - Possibly you could try to
go to a Mass on a weekday during Lent.

There will be Stations of the Cross on
Sundays of Lent at 4.00pm.

7  FASTING & ABSTINENCE - This
can mean eating less at certain times or
on particular days. (Care should be
taken not to damage your health,
especially if sick or elderly.) It can
mean refraining from a particular thing
that you like such as sweets, biscuits,
tea or coffee. It need not be restricted to
food, it can be less TV, cigarettes or
alcohol. There are days throughout the
year when Catholics are still required

to abstain from meat, these are: every
Friday and Ash Wednesday.

19  ALMS-GIVING - You may have a
favourite charity to which you would
like to make a special Lenten donation.
Our CAFOD Fast Day will be on the
second Friday of Lent. ‘Giving’ can
also be interpreted in a wider sense: e.g.
the giving of some of our time to
others; time to listen to members of our
family or a lonely neighbour.

Guidelines on what we might do as
a Lenten penance:-

“The obligation of Penance may be
fulfilled in one or more of the
following ways:

*

By abstaining from meat or
some other food:

By abstaining from alcoholic
drink, smoking or some form
of entertainment:

By making the special effort
involved in family prayer,
attending a weekday Mass,
visiting the Blessed Sacrament
or praying the Stations of the
Cross.

By fasting from all food for a
longer period than usual and
perhaps by giving what is
saved in this way to the needy
at home and abroad:

By making a special effort to
help somebody who is poor,
sick, old or lonely.0

The purpose of ‘penance’ is to
enable us to grow in our love of
God and one another and thereby
grow in our own humanity. It is not
intended to make us miserable but
rather to allow us to enter more
fully into the joy of our risen Lord
at Easter
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