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St Aidan’s Catholic Church  - Coulsdon 

'The God Who Speaks'   ~  The Year of the Word 

Dear sisters and brothers, 
 
Looking beyond lockdown. 
The diocese is beginning to look to the next phase concerning the opening of churches. The plan is to do it 
in stages. Firstly churches will be opened for private prayer. This will be strictly conditional on certain 
safeguards being put in place. The latest information that I have about this from Archbishop John is given 
on P3 of this newsletter. We will discuss it with the parish council at our Zoom meeting on Monday and 
the parish premises team will also be consulted. It is clear that it will require many volunteers who are not 
in a vulnerable category. 
 
The following stage will be opening for Masses. This will require further safeguards which will be made 
clear nearer the time. We have done a calculation of the potential capacity of our church on the 
assumption of a 2m social distance between individuals. It is 48 excluding the gallery. Of course people 
living in the same house can sit together, this would push the 48 figure upward in practice. Whatever 
figure we agree on will be a strict cut off number for people being allowed in. Our typical weekend Mass 
attendance before lockdown was just over 400 in total spread over three Masses. You will see from these 
numbers that there will be a lot of management required when the time comes as our capacity will be less 
than half of our usual Mass attendance at St Aidan’s. However, having a big Church means we will be 
better off than many other parishes. 
 

************************************************** 
 
We hold in our prayers the Sisters of the Carmelite Monastery of Thicket Priory,  Thorganby, 
York.  They bake and supply our  altar  breads. It is a hard time for  them at present as their  main 
source of income is doing that work for churches. The are an enclosed convent, they devote their life to 
prayer. They always make a point of assuring me that our parish is remembered in their community 
prayers. In the past week I had contact with them by email. Sister Mary mentioned that they are now 
doing their Ascension to Pentecost silent retreat and they will be remembering our parish in prayer during 
that time. Let us remember them also in our prayers especially as their business has dried up during these 
difficult times. 

/ Continued on P2  

Please pray for the sick and housebound:  Bernadette Gibson, Ian Cahill, Victor ia Moore,  
Wendy Vaughan, Lesley Leavey, Mary Calafato,  Josie Davitt, Bernadette Blaquiere,  
Anne Walker, Peter Leeks, Mary Reynolds, Claudette Lovell, Sammy McCarroll, Trudy Kiely,  
Mary Crehan, James Tomlin, John Cooksey, Sarah Bell,  Joseph Darville, Barbara & Geoff Wood. 



 

 

Continued from P1 / 
Anne Parsons RIP. 
It is with great sadness that we heard of the unexpected death of Anne Parsons on Monday evening. Anne 
was a person with a big heart, she not only embraced those she knew personally but also those in any kind 
of need. Apart from her many charitable involvements she was a committed member of our parish SVP 
group. Her many roles in the parish included being a special minister of Holy Communion which involved 
bringing the Lord to the sick and housebound. No social event or parish gathering took place without the 
presence of Anne. After the Sunday Mass she would be found in the social club in the hall. For Anne 
people were the centre of her life and there was no division between her church activity and her social life, 
it was all part of her one life in the Lord. Her good works went far beyond St Aidans parish. The rollcall 
of her charities that she was involved with would be more than would fit in this newsletter. She was a 
prison and hospital visitor very many years. Up to recently before she became ill she regularly went to the 
refugee and asylum seeker detention centre near Gatwick to offer practical help and emotional support to 
those who were detained there as a consequence of the situations they were fleeing from. 
 
Anne and her late husband Deacon Joe spent many periods abroad in different countries. These included 
South Africa and India where they served the poor and oppressed as Oxfam volunteers. Joe ministered as 
a deacon at St Aidan’s for many years. 
 
Last June Anne spent a retreat weekend at Worth Abbey with a group of us from St Aidan’s. A scary 
moment for me as group leader was when Anne fell and grazed herself when we were out walking. When 
it happened I did not know how badly she might be injured. She must have noticed my anxious face 
because she just said with her typical giggle “Don’t worry Father I do this quite often” ! Anne’s humour 
brought merriment to any group she was with. One never heard her say a bad or unkind word about 
others.   
 
Anne and Joe did not have children but they were close to their nieces and nephews. We offer them our 
prayers and sympathy at this time. We also remember Brian Cole who was a dear friend of Anne and gave 
great care to her during her recent time of convalesce after a stay in hospital. 
 
In all that Anne did the Eucharist and her prayer life were central. May she now be embraced by Jesus  
her Lord, the one she served so faithfully throughout her life. 
 

********************************************** 
Good wishes to Maybelle Redulfo on the occasion of  her  40th bir thday on 26 May. Maybelle is well 
known in our parish, she lives with her parents who care for her. Her parents Efigenia & Conrado 
celebrated their 44th wedding anniversary earlier this month. 

 

In this time between the Ascension of our Lord and Pentecost we pray 

in expectation of a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit that Jesus 

promised and who we have already received through our Baptism  

and Confirmation.             

                                       With my love and  prayers, 

 Available on the parish YouTube channel:    St Aidans Coulsdon 

 

Sunday 10am       Alan Terry RIP 

Monday  10am     Liz Moore’s intention - St Bede the Venerable 

Tuesday  6pm       Joseph Calafato RIP (Requiem) - St Philip Neri 

Wednesday 10am Dave O’Donoghue - 1st Anniversary - St Augustine of Canterbury 

Thursday 10am     Maybelle Ridulfa -  40th birthday. 

* 8.15pm  - Rosary and  Benediction. 

Friday 10am      Rayner  Correa RIP  - St Paul VI Pope.  

Saturday  10am   People of the Par ish    

Pentecost Sunday 10am  Margaret Ditchfield RIP 

Rosary and Benediction 
will be on Thursdays for 

the month of May  
at 8.15pm 



 

 

Issues concerning the opening of churches for private prayer in the future. 
 
Below is the  the information recently circulated by the Archbishop John. 
 
The Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales is continuing to work with our Government to enable 
our churches to be opened as soon as possible for private, individual prayer. As you know, the 
Government stated recently that places of worship would probably not open until July. This, however, 
was with a view to them being able to resume some form of collective worship. Following recent 
discussions a Task Force for faith groups has been established by the Government. It met recently and 
included Cardinal Nichols whom I know has shared with the Government the desire of Catholics to be 
able to enter their churches to pray. The Bishops’ Conference has also prepared information which will 
assist with the opening of church buildings for private prayer. As soon as these guidelines are finalised 
through the Task Force, we will be in a position to act. 
 
The following need to be borne in mind when the time comes to make plans. 
  

 It will be for limited times each day, or even on certain days of the week. 

 In this first step, it will not be for the celebration of Mass, Baptism or any of the Sacraments, but 
purely for individual prayer. 

 It will have to be well supervised and will need a team of volunteers to manage the process who are 
not in any Covid 19 vulnerable category. 

 There will need to be the facility for socially distanced queuing to enter the church building 

 Hand sanitisation will probably need to be available on entrance and exit. 

 The entrance and exit to the church building may need to be by different routes. 

 The floor and seating space will need to be properly marked out, and social distancing will need to 
be in force 

 Holy Water will not be available and, depending on demand, visits may have to be limited to a 
certain length. 

 It may not be possible to visit every part of the church, or to light candles or venerate statues and 
images. 

 Those supervising the entrance, exit, and interior of the church, will need to wear some protective 
items, such as masks and gloves. 

 There will need to be clearing and hygiene regimes in place. 

 Risk assessment may need to take place before opening can take place. 
  
Detailed information about this will be forthcoming when we are nearer to a date for opening; but it is 
important to begin to give this some thought. At the moment our churches must continue to remain 
closed by order of the Government. 
  
It is very important to understand that: 
 
1. Churches will only be allowed to open if the parish can demonstrate that it can put the necessary 

measures in place. 
 
2 . Any parish which cannot do this, for whatever reasons, is not obliged to open. At this first stage, 
opening will be a matter for local determination with full support from the Archdiocese for any parish 
that cannot manage to put in place the requirements necessary. 
 
3. We are exploring the possibility of centrally purchasing cleaning, hygiene, and protective clothing 
materials,  both to ensure a good supply and to reduce costs. These will then be available from 
designated locations. 
  
Each parish and church will need to move at the pace that is right for them. The central services of the 
Archdiocese are ready to assist in any way necessary.  



 

 

That statement of Jesus being ‘the Bread of Life’ as 
it stands at this stage of his teaching is not yet 
specifically about the bread and wine in the 
Eucharist. It is first and foremost about himself as 
he stood in front of the crowd, as he was in Galilee 
and Jerusalem, the human Jesus who was born into 
this world. This is the first level of meaning of the 
phrase ‘the body of Christ’. 
 
At this point we need to consider what is meant by 
the term ‘sign’. Signs are all around us, they are 
necessary for all human beings because we give and 
receive communication through our five senses 
which are sight, hearing, touch, taste and smell. All 
communication involves some combination of those  
senses and without them there is no human 
communication.  The words you are reading now 
are a combination of signs. It you are hearing it read 
to you a combination of sound signs is being used. 
The speaker and the hearer need to share a common 
language. If this writing was in Japanese you would 
not understand the content unless you speak that 
language. In Jesus God speaks in a human language. 
The fullness of God’s communication is through the 
human nature of the Son, Jesus Christ. He is divine 

but in order to communicate fully he becomes 
human so that he can reveal God.  In Jesus who 
was born in Bethlehem, grew up in Nazareth and 
lived in Galilee, God speaks, shows himself and 
touches people in a human way – signs. In this 
Gospel passage Jesus is saying to the people that 
first and foremost HE HIMSELF IS THE SIGN 
through whom God’s fully reveals himself. 
 
If we look at how we speak and use signs in our 
everyday life, there are different kinds of signs that 
communicate things.  For example signs are 
essential when we are on a journey especially on an 
unfamiliar route in the  dark and we are looking for 
the destination, say a village. There are two kinds 
of signs that will help us. The first is a signpost on 
the road pointing toward our destination. The 
second is the twinkling lights we might see in the 
distance of houses and street lights. This is another 
kind of sign which will guide us to our destination. 
It differs from the signpost in so far as the sign and 
the reality are not different objects, they are one 
and the same. The signpost is not the village but 
the light of the village is a sign of itself,   
 
The sign that God gives us in Jesus is the second 
kind of sign where the sign and the reality are one 
and the same.   Jesus is the visible sign of God’s 
presence (through his humanity) but he is also the 
reality, in him God is present.  
 
So when Jesus says “I am the Bread of Life” he 
wants people to know that that is what he is.  He is 
God’s nourishment in the world.  It is Christ 
himself who is the sign, it is Christ himself who is 
the Bread of God’s love, who is the Bread of God’s 
word, God’s nourishment and therefor life giving. 
In him God is present.  He is not pointing us to 
somewhere else where God is, he is saying that in 
him God is now made visible. 

Day 4 of 7        Jn 6  v 35 - 40 
 
As we go through the Gospel passage with Jesus 
speaking about himself as the Bread of Life he 
takes it step by step in his teaching.  It started off 
with the multiplication of the loaves and fishes. The 
crowd followed him and he remarks “you only 
want more bread, you are not interested in the 
sign”. There folowed a conversation about what the 
sign meant and what sign he would give.   
 
Jesus tells the crowd that he himself is now the sign 
from God. He says “I am the Bread of Life, he who 
comes to me will never be hungry, he who believes 
in me will never thirst”.   

The teaching of Jesus about the ‘Bread of Life’ is in chapter 6 of St John’s Gospel 
It began as our weekday gospel at Mass on the Friday of the 2nd week of Easter and continued 
through the 3rd week. Last week I gave a summary of the homilies from the notes 
that I am making, for  the first three days The section below is day 4 of 7. 

 
Archbishop John - May Devotions from St George’s Cathedral. 
On the Feast of St Augustine of Canterbury, 27 May at 7pm, I will be livestreaming May 
Devotions and a Scripture Rosary of the Mysteries of Light from the Cathedral. Please join 
me if you can. It would be wonderful if we could unite across the Archdiocese in this act of 
prayer. More information is available on the Archdiocese of Southwark website  
rcsouthwark.co.uk     
The YouTube link is also available there or insert the live stream link:    

https://youtu.be/b0G9jBYdvXQ  
John Wilson - Archbishop of South-

https://youtu.be/b0G9jBYdvXQ


 

 

Local Strategic Board of Croydon. 
 
Below is a summary of some of the key 
points that cameout of the COVID-19 
meeting of 14/5/2020. 
 
   C U Hospital / NHS 
 

Number of patients in hospital with symptoms 
down from 66 previous week to 53 now. Excellent 
progress. 
Croydon University hospital has now discharged 
over 701  patients who were treated and survived 
the virus. Success rate higher than the previous 
week. 
Croydon University still recording slower death 
rates . 
Critical care numbers dropping 
.    PPE levels still adequate, good supplies– the 
hospital is able to support other areas such as 
Primary Care , Council. Care Homes. 
Staff and patients testing for coronavirus is on-going. 
About 4,500 tests last week up from 3000 tests 
previous week covering NHS ,Care Home, Social 
Care and Council staff 
BAME concerns: Hospital carrying out risk 
assessment for members of staff from BAME. 
Taking detailed assessment of all frontline staff 
with additional tests for BAME staff who are 
patient facing; taking proactive steps 
 Covid 19 likely to be with us for a bit longer. 
Time frame unknown but it is important that people 
follow government guidelines. Croydon working 
with SW and S London NHS developing future 
plans for the NHS system to ensure preparation for 
the future. 
Hospital now preparing to develop and accelerate 
non-covid treatments whilst shaping up resilience 
around covid, which is not going away soon. 
Croydon needs the capacity to cope through 
transformations and innovations (new ways of 
working) 
  
Public Health: 
 
Massive operations to test, track and isolate on-
going but will be ramped up next week – both for 
symptomatic and asymptomatic cases. 
There is hope that we might be closer to getting a 
more reliable antibody testing kit 
A big question that needs to be answered: How are 
we collectively engaging in a meaningful work that 
doesn’t stigmatise any one community eg the 
BAME community? There is a rapid review going 
on to find out contributing factors that give rise to 
disproportionate members of the BAME becoming 
victims of the virus. 

 
COVID is still part of our lives for now until a vaccine 
is found.  People are encouraged not to relax now 
with the news of what has been achieved. Messages 
remain the same – wash hands and follow 
overnment guidelines on physical and social 
interactions. Even in the current lift of the close 
down, there are only relatively modest changes. 
Public Health focusing on three versions of work 
around hospitals, community and care homes with a 
view to ensuring the rate of infections fall down. 
Care Homes will have greater NHS support and 
presence and eventually, everyone will be tested. 
  
 Croydon Council: 
 
Managing the transitional recovery both for staff 
welfare and use of Council buildings is a real focus 
for the Council. About 60% of the staff working 
from home with the rest working from BWH. It is 
important they look at what working in the BHW 
building will look like whilst still ensuring social 
distancing is maintained 
Emergency services and provisions through the 
Council still running well. PPE, care homes, food 
supplies all being carefully monitored and managed 
There is a growing number of those being shielded 
(over 13,000 residents) and the Council is working 
to provide support, supplies of food etc 
Taking care of the staff of care homes and residents 
still a major priority 
Guidelines for distributing the new Discretionary 
Grant Fund being looked into. A total of £3m 
available and information about how to get the 
money will be shared soon.  So far for the Business 
Grants funds, 3,000 businesses have benefitted. For 
business rates grants, pleas go to: https://
www.croydon.gov.uk/business/support/business-
enquiry-form 
Some discussions are being held around how to 
open up town centre in a safe and secure way 
following government guidelines 
  
 Voluntary Sector: 
CVA doing a fantastic job still supporting the 37 food 
banks in Croydon  (up from 33 previous week) 
Food is still coming into the food banks. 3 truckloads 
of food today; 1,000 ready meals in one day. 
Still providing emergencies 
 
 GP Practice: 
GPs are open for service and are encouraging people 
especially the ones with acute problems (non-covid 
19) to contact them. 
GPs and NHS presence in care homes have 
increased. The plan is to have at least one NHS 
presence in every care home. 

https://www.croydon.gov.uk/business/support/business-enquiry-form
https://www.croydon.gov.uk/business/support/business-enquiry-form
https://www.croydon.gov.uk/business/support/business-enquiry-form


 

 

Mass readings and hymn titles for this Sunday 
 

HYMNS for our Mass:      Entrance - Hail the day that sees Him r ise (Varia & Alex) 
Offertory:   Father  I place into your  hands.                Recessional: Immaculate Mary - (St Aidan’s Choir). 
Exposition : Holy Spir it descent on us. (John Bell - Iona Community) 

CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE OF ENGLAND AND WALES 
Mass for the Sick and their Families, 
NHS Front-Line workers and those working in Social Care/   Streamed  7pm Thursdays.. 
 
28th May Bishop Terence Drainey - Middlesbrough Cathedral 

First reading                        Acts 1:12-14 
After Jesus was taken up into heaven the apostles 
went back from the Mount of Olives, as it is called, 
to Jerusalem, a short distance away, no more than a 
sabbath walk; and when they reached the city they 
went to the upper room where they were staying; 
there were Peter and John, James and Andrew, 
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, 
James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and 
Jude son of James. All these joined in continuous 
prayer, together with several women, including 
Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. 

 
 

Responsorial Psalm                        26(27):1,4,7-8 
 
I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness  
in the land of the living. 

 
The Lord is my light and my help; 

whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 

before whom shall I shrink? 
 
There is one thing I ask of the Lord, 

for this I long, 
to live in the house of the Lord, 

all the days of my life, 
to savour the sweetness of the Lord, 

to behold his temple. 
 

O Lord, hear my voice when I call; 
have mercy and answer. 

Of you my heart has spoken: 
‘Seek his face.’ 

 
 

Second reading                               1 Peter 4:13-16 
 
If you can have some share in the sufferings of 
Christ, be glad, because you will enjoy a much 
greater gladness when his glory is revealed. It is a 
blessing for you when they insult you for bearing 
the name of Christ, because it means that you have 

the Spirit of glory, the Spirit of God resting on 
you. None of you should ever deserve to suffer 
for being a murderer, a thief, a criminal or an 
informer; but if anyone of you should suffer for 
being a Christian, then he is not to be ashamed of 
it; he should thank God that he has been called 
one. 

 
 

Gospel                                           John 17:1-11 
 
Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said: 
‘Father, the hour has come:  glorify your Son 
so that your Son may glorify you; 
and, through the power over all mankind that you 
have given him, let him give eternal life to all 
Those you have entrusted to him. 
And eternal life is this: to know you, 
the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 
I have glorified you on earth 
and finished the work that you gave me to do. 
Now, Father, it is time for you to glorify me 
with that glory I had with you 
before ever the world was. 
I have made your name known 
to the men you took from the world to give me. 
They were yours and you gave them to me, 
and they have kept your word. 
Now at last they know that all you have given me 
comes indeed from you; 
for I have given them the teaching you gave to 
me, and they have truly accepted this, that I came 
From you, and have believed that it was you who 
sent me. 
I pray for them; I am not praying for the world 
but for those you have given me, 
because they belong to you: all I have is yours 
and all you have is mine, and in them I am  
glorified. 
I am not in the world any longer, but they are in 
The world,   and I am coming to you.’ 


