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 Year A.                                            4th Sunday of Easter                             3 May 2020 
 

GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY 
 

Readings for today’s Mass are on P8. 

St Aidan’s Catholic Church  - Coulsdon 

'The God Who Speaks'   ~  The Year of the Word 

 
Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 27th April 2020  -    summary of minutes. 
       
Despite the lockdown the Parish Pastoral Council held a meeting using Zoom on 5th March; we began as 
usual with an opening prayer. 
This was a special meeting of the PPC to discuss our response to the current crisis and consider any 
initiatives we should be taking for the welfare of the parish. 
 
Masses on line have received a very positive and appreciative response. We are very grateful for this 
ongoing contact and for all that is being done to enable masses to be live streamed and we would 
especially like to thank Roy Misra for all that he is doing to make this possible. 
 
Brenda Eydman is coordinating a network of volunteers to help with parishioners who might need help 
with shopping or who would appreciate delivery of a copy of newsletter. Please contact the parish office if 
you or anyone you know would like a helping hand or just like to be contacted for a chat.  
 
Needless to say the crisis is having an enormous impact on the parish finances. About two thirds of the 
offertory is donated in cash and obviously this is now almost zero, we still however incur regular expenses 
associated with the running of the parish.  
 
Fr Peter bought the meeting to a close with a final prayer with special mention of those people suffering 
from, or being affected by, the Coronavirus in any way. 
The next Zoom meeting of the Parish Council will be in a month’s time. 
 
We would be pleased to hear from members of the parish on any subject. Please speak to any member of 
the  Council, drop a letter into the Parish House or contact Gerry via odonnellgerry@outlook.com. 
 
The PPC members are:  Fr. Peter, Gerry O’Donnell (Chair), Sue Carr, Pauline D’Mello-Maplesden, 
Brenda Eydman, Roque Fernandes, Bernadette Hallett, Bridget Hanlon, Penne Hutton, Peter McFall,  
Erica Thurbon, Elsie Ofili and Colin Wilding. 

mailto:odonnellgerry@outlook.com


 

 

The Gospels of the past week have been focussed on the Eucharist.  
Last Sunday we had Luke 24:13-25,  the road to Emmaus - Jesus breaks open the scriptures and 
then breaks the bread with two disciples. Below is a summary of my homily including the ending. 
 
In the recent weekday Gospels we have had John Ch 6 where Jesus develops his teaching on the 
theme of the Bread of Life. I will write about that next week. 
 
Unfortunately, my microphone did not have any life towards the end of the homily last Sunday. I tried to 
finish it as promised that evening only to be silenced by a YouTube censor. An error on their part I guess 
as I was only one minute into speaking. I would therefore like to summarise and complete a few thoughts 
from last Sunday’s homily. 
 
In Luke 24:13 - 25 two disciples meet a ‘stranger’ on Easter Sunday evening on the road to Emmaus.  It is 
Jesus but they don’t recognise him. They are downcast because they have lost their friend and master. It 
also emerges that they are disappointed that their hopes and expectations of the messiah have not 
materialised. Jesus takes them back to the scriptures and explains to them how the promised messiah 
would have to suffer, be rejected and persecuted. He helps them to see that the scriptures do not promise a 
military king who would rid Israel of Roman occupation. Rather the scriptures speak about a suffering 
servant who would bring a different kind of freedom to people. An inner freedom that would allow them 
to live as God’s children in his kingdom even here and now. 
 
As they reach the house at Emmaus the two men invite ‘the stranger’ to stay the night. During supper 
when Jesus brakes the bread they recognise who he is. He had broken bread a couple of evenings before at 
the ‘last supper’. At the moment of recognition something else happen, - he vanishes from their sight. 
 
There is clearly a connection in the above story with the Eucharist, the Mass. The ‘breaking of bread’ was 
the first name given to the celebration of the Eucharist (Acts 2:42). Apart from this connection with the 
Eucharist there are two other important things to notice at this encounter. 
 
i)         This story has a shape.                 It is a shape we are very familiar with. It starts with the scriptures 
and an explanation, - a breaking open of the word. It moves on to the breaking of bread. The shape is 
identical to that of the Mass. At Mass there is the liturgy of the word and the liturgy of the Eucharist. “The 
Church is nourished spiritually at the table of God's word and at the table of the Eucharist” (intro to 
Lectionary n10). The liturgy of the word is integral to every Mass. It is not a ‘warm up starter’ which we 
can opt to miss. A priest can never celebrate a Mass on any day without the liturgy of the word. Even in an 
emergency situation a shorter liturgy of the word is permissible but never the omission of it. It follows 
from that that if we miss the readings at any Mass we have not participated in Mass in the full sense. 
 
ii)       Abiding presence.                   At the breaking of bread when the disciples recognised him we read 
that Jesus “vanished from their sight”.   It must be noted here that HE DID NOT VANISH FROM THEIR 
PRESENCE.  Here we have to wrestle with the limits of translation. In English when we say someone has 
vanished we normally mean they have gone and are now somewhere else. What St Luke wrote in Greek is 
difficult to translate and ‘vanish from their (physical) sight’ is a faithful rendition. However, it needs to be 
read literally in order to capture the true meaning. At the moment of breaking of bread and recognition 
Jesus does not go away anywhere. Rather he is now PRESENT in a new form. The disciples do not see 
him as they did before, - hence it is true that he does vanish from their physical sight, - but while still 
being present. I once attended a talk by a scripture scholar Abbott Lawrence O’Keeffe osb.  where he 
raised the issue of Jesus ‘vanishing’. He is also accomplished in biblical Greek. He said the Greek could 
accurately be translated as ‘he became unseen’. It’s clunky English but accurate theology of the abiding 
presence of Christ in the Eucharist. 
 
We recall that when the two disciples reached the house they pressed the ‘stranger’ to stay with them,  ‘It 
is nearly evening and the day is almost over’.  Lk 24:29.  (Incidentally, this line is echoed in the first line 
of the well known hymn ‘Abide with me fast falls the eventide’). Jesus answers the invitation beyond their 
wildest imagination because in the bread that is blessed, broken and shared he abides with them 
permanently through the Eucharist and from then on he abides for ever with us his disciples. 
 
Yours in the Lord, 
 



 

 

Message from the parish Treasurer - Peter Mc Fall. 
 
Offertory collection income. 
 
Thank you to all those who already have a banker’s standing order 
for their offertory contribution. It is always helpful to have reliable 
income like that but in the present circumstances we are very 
reliant on what comes in in that way. However, standing orders 
only account for about one third of our offertory income, so that 
means that we are down by around 66% of income each week. 
 
We realise that many parishioners may be experiencing financial 
difficulties during the current crisis but we also believe that many 
are keen to contribute to the Offertory collection, which is our main 
way of funding parish expenses and paying the bills, many of 
which continue during the closure of the church building. 
 
Cash collections in church are not possible at the moment but some 
people have put collection money through the Parish House 
letterbox. Thank you to those who have done that. It would be an 
enormous help to the parish if more people could set up a weekly or 
monthly standing order so as to donate to the normal parish 
income. Will those who wish to do this please contact me or the 
parish office via email at coulsdontreasurer@rcaos.org.uk . I will 
send you a standing order form for completion, and return. We will 
be able to identify those who are already in the Gift Aid scheme, 
but those of you who are not, and wish to Gift Aid your donation, 
please contact Emma Sinclair, our Gift Aid organiser by email at 
giftaidorganiser@gmail.com   
 
This year our fundraising activities as well as Hall and Club income 
will be severely reduced but as yet we can’t say to what extent. 
 
As you will see from the parish website and the newsletter our 
parish community is very much alive ! This is due to the fact that 
people are being very generous with their time and talents in all 
sorts of ways. It is a great consolation and blessing to have daily 
Mass streamed from our own church. 
 
Your financial generosity is always very much appreciated but now 
more that ever. At the same time we are only too aware that for 
some people it will not be possible to respond right now. 
 
Thank you for the support that you give in so many ways to our 
parish of St Aidan’s. 
 

Peter McFall 

 
Note from Fr Peter ... 
Thank you to Peter, our treasurer, for all he is doing to 
keep the accounts in order and for keeping me and the 
parish informed as to our ongoing financial situation. I 
would like to reiterate what Peter says regarding people 
being in different places with regard to their own 
finances. No one should feel pressurised at this difficult 
time but equally those who can continue to contribute 
their offering need to be informed as to how it can best 
be done. 

 
Thank you, 

4th Sundy of Easter. 
Good Shepherd Sunday 
 
A day of prayer for vocations to 
priesthood and religious life. 
 

*********************** 
Gospel reflection   by  
Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB. 
 
In each year of the three-year 
cycle of readings this fourth 
Sunday of Easter is designated 
Good Shepherd Sunday, with 
readings from the parable given in 
John 10. In the first two Sundays 
after Easter the meetings with the 
Risen Lord are described, but 
after that the most important truth 
about the Risen Lord which the 
Church puts before us is that this 
Jesus whom we encounter is the 
Good Shepherd. In the Old 
Testament God is the Shepherd of 
Israel, and indeed in the 
neighbouring pastoral nations too 
the protective deity of the nation 
is commonly called their 
‘Shepherd’. As the pastoral 
ancient world well knew, the duty 
of shepherds is to care devotedly 
for the sheep, with no regard to 
the personal cost to themselves. 
Ezekiel repeatedly castigates the 
recent leaders of Israel for their 
failure to care for the sheep and 
for managing the flock for their 
own personal advantage. It is 
especially striking that in all four 
gospels the divine title of 
Shepherd is transferred from God 
to Jesus himself, at least implying 
not only that Jesus is the perfect 
shepherd, but also that he is the 
incarnation of that divine 
Shepherd, fulfilling the duties 
which had hitherto been credited 
to the God of Israel alone. By his 
selfless generosity Jesus is the 
model for all rulers and leaders of 
nations.  

See P5 for a prayer for 
vocations to priesthood and 
religious life. 

mailto:coulsdontreasurer@rcaos.org.uk
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 Not public services but available on the parish  
YouTube channel:    St Aidans Coulsdon 
  

Sunday 10am           John Tewarrie RIP. 
 

Monday  10am        Mar tin Rodr igues RIP. 
 
* Tuesday  6pm      Francis & Beatr ice Burgess 
  
Wednesday 10am   People of the Par ish 
                                
Thursday  10am     Welfare of Ruair i Crummey 
 
* 8.15pm  - Rosary and  Benediction. 
 
Friday 10am       James Hur ley RIP.    
  
Saturday  10am   Tony Cour t RIP.          Sunday 10am  Colin Hadley  RIP. 1st Anniv.   

 
Each week Archbishop John writes a letter to the clergy of the diocese. Here are some extracts that 
will help with our reflections at this time. 
 

“ We stand in the radiance of the risen Christ, aware that whatever shadows are cast into our lives, 

or into our world, the light of the resurrection shines forever to renew and restore our hope. 
  
None of us want to be in the situation we are in. While the live-streaming of the Mass and other 
devotions is playing an important part in maintaining the life of faith during the lockdown, there is no 
substitute for our people being able to physically attend Mass and the Sacraments. As soon as 
possible we look forward to opening our churches and resuming our liturgical, spiritual, catechetical 
and pastoral life. While we don’t know when lockdown will end, it is likely that there will be a 
phased return and we are planning for when that happens. Until then, it is important that we continue 
to observe the restrictions that are in place. 
  
We have had a number of priests who have been unwell with Covid-19. Please keep them and all 
those affected by the pandemic in your prayers, along with everyone seeking to fight its effects. 
   
In the Gospel read last Sunday the Lord Jesus is asked by Cleopas, one of the two disciples on the 
road to Emmaus: ‘Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have 
taken place there in these days?’ To which the Lord responds with another question: ‘What 
things?’ On so many different levels, it was an incredible thing for the Lord Jesus to have said. 
Knowing, literally first-hand, everything that had happened, He is more interested in first hearing the 
disciples’ story before telling His own, even though His story is the most fantastic Good News 
imaginable. 
  
I’ve often thought that every priest and deacon (and bishop and archbishop) should have that 
quotation from Luke 24: 19b inscribed above their door: ‘What things?’ – The attitude of meeting 
others with a spirit of openness to the things they bring. ‘What things?’ In that simple phrase, an 
important truth about our relationship with the Lord Jesus is conveyed as a model for our 
relationships with each other. Our Lord and God does not presume that what He has to say is of such 
importance, even though it is, that He cannot first listen. The Lord Jesus desires that we share with 
Him what is on our heart, that we engage our heart in speaking to His heart, that we share with Him – 
plainly and uncensored – our deepest joy, sorrows, fears, and hopes. The Lord Jesus asks you ‘What 

things are on your heart?’      Please be encouraged to share the answer with Him.  ”  

Please note that Rosary and 
Benediction will be on 

Thursdays for the month of 
May at 8.15pm 



 

 the GA organiser know. People 

CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE OF 
ENGLAND AND WALES 
Mass for the Sick and their Families, 
NHS Front-Line workers and those working in So-
cial Care 
 
The Catholic Bishops of England and Wales recog-
nise that this time of the COVID-19 
pandemic is affecting every person in our coun-
tries. Those who are sick, and their 
families, are suffering many hardships of isolation 
from contact with those they love. 
 
By visiting the Cathedral webpage, or the Bishops’ 
Conference Webpage (cbcew.org.uk) 
links for the live-streaming of these Masses can be 
found. 
 
Our front-line workers in hospitals and in care 
homes all over our lands are giving 
exceptional service to those who are vulnerable at 
this time. 
 
In order to show a spiritual solidarity with all those 
who are involved in the ways described above, 
each week from next Thursday, a Catholic Bishop 
will celebrate Mass in their Cathedral which will be 
live-streamed for people to join. This will take 
place every Thursday at 7.00pm 
 
 
7th May  
Bishop Marcus Stock - Leeds Cathedral 200 Club – March and April 2020 Winners. 

 
During Lockdown, the draws for the 200 Club have 
been able to continue, although not at the end of 
each month, and not by a parishioner selected at 
random.  
The draws for March and April were completed on 
Tuesday 21st April and the results verified by  
Fr Peter. The winners are: 
Muriel O’Callaghan – March 2020 Draw 
Catherine Murray – April 2020 Draw 
 
Both won £200. The next draw will take place 
sometime in May. 
The renewal of subscriptions for several members 
was due in March and April and if you are one of 
them, please get in touch to arrange renewal. We 
have sent out reminders. 
New members are always welcome. The cost is £25 
a year, and there is a monthly prize of £200. All 
profits go to our church. If you wish to join, or you 
wish to apply for additional numbers (up to a maxi-
mum of 4), please contact Peter McFall on 07762 
497938 or email peter_mcfall@hotmail.com 

Please pray for those who have died recently: 
 
Fr Gerry Flood RIP.  
Fergal O’Hagan RIP. 

 
Through Jesus may they enter into the fullness of  
life in the Resurrection. 

Please pray for the sick and housebound:  
Margaret McManus, Bernadette Gibson, Ian Cahill, 
Jean Ridulfa, Victoria Moore, Wendy Vaughan, 
Anne Parsons, Lesley Leavey, Mary Calafato,  
Josie Davitt, Bernadette Blaquiere, Anne Walker, 
Peter Leeks, Mary Reynolds, Claudette Lovell,  
Sammy McCarroll, Trudy Kiely, Mary Crehan, 
James Tomlin, John Cooksey, Sarah Bell,  
Joseph Darville, Barbara & Geoff Wood. 

This Sunday is a day of prayer for 
vocations to priesthood and religious life. 
 
Prayer for vocations to priesthood  
and religious life. 
 
Almighty and eternal God, 
in your unfailing love you provide 
ministers for your Church. 
We pray for those whom you call 
to serve the Church as priests and religious 
sisters and brothers. 
Inspire in them a generous response. 
Grant them courage and vision to serve your 
people. 
 
Bless the Church and the world by raising 
up dedicated and generous leaders 
from our families and friends 
who will serve your people as Sisters, 
Priests, Brothers, Deacons. 
 
We give thanks for the vocation of each one 
of us which flows from our Baptism and 
Confirmation in Jesus your Son.  
AMEN. 



 

 

Domestic Abuse Advice for parishes 
What can parishes do to support people suffering with domestic abuse during the Covid-19 
pandemic? 
Every person has a right to live their life free from violence, abuse, intimidation and fear. Catholic 
parishes can play an important role in supporting people and fighting the scourge of domestic abuse 
 
Since the UK-wide Covid-19 lockdown began on 23 March, there has been a 49% increase in calls and 
online requests for help relating to domestic abuse.  
Every person has a right to live their life free from violence, abuse, intimidation and fear. Catholic parishes 
can play an important role in the fighting the scourge of domestic abuse, especially during the Covid-19 
pandemic. You will find here information and resources for how you can play a part. 
 
1. Raise awareness 
Women, men and children are suffering domestic abuse at the hands of husbands, wives, parents and other 
family members. Violence of this kind should never be tolerated or justified. It is an offence against the 
dignity of the human person.  
Raising awareness of the prevalence of domestic abuse in our society is as important as ever.  
Here are some ways in which you can spread the message about where and how to get help: 

 Publicise information about helplines on parish websites  

 Raise the issue in homilies in live-streamed Masses  

 Raise the issue in homilies published online  

 Use social media to spread information about how to get help  
 
2. Keeping in contact 
Many parishes are using their energy to support people via the phone, emails, and social media. This 
important work is a way of reminding people that they are not alone.  
We urge you to continue this work, and perhaps to ask yourself, who might be being forgotten? There may 
be parishioners who don’t usually have a lot of regular contact, for example through parish choir or study 
groups, and so reaching out to those who might not already be in parish Whatsapp groups or mailing lists 
is especially important. 
 
3. Support local organisations  
Here you will find a short guide on how you and your parish can practically support local organisations 
and refuges through collecting and delivering donations for women, men and children living in refuges.  
How to support local domestic abuse services during Covid-19. (see parish website) 

Prayer Partners Required for the NHS. 
There have been discussions about setting up a prayer ministry for NHS service at this time. The idea is 
that any member of the NHS who wants to be prayed for at this difficult time will be held in prayer. And 
while clapping on the streets is an excellent sign of support and solidarity Christians can also offer 
something more. The Diocese has informed us of this scheme through a lady named Rebekah O’Keefe. 
This is how it works: Staff in hospitals will write their first name and job title in a book in the chaplaincy 
which will be paired with people from throughout the diocese and be given just the 1st name and parish. 
If you would like to be a prayer partner for someone working in the NHS you can contact Rebekah at  
rebekah.okeeffe@gmail.com 

Volunteers with typing skills needed. 
 
Fr Peter is looking for volunteers with secretarial skills to type his recent weekday Mass ‘Bread of Life’  
homily series from YouTube recordings, working from home. It is seven homilies. If there are people with 
skills in typing from audio recordings or using shorthand it would be best. Please contact  
Fr Peter if you can help even with one homily.    Email: coulsdon@rcaos.org.uk 



 

 

CROYDON Report from COVID 19 meeting.  
Below is a summary of some of the key points 
that came out of the most recent weekly COVID-
19 meeting of the Local Strategic Board of 
Croydon.  

Hospital/NHS/Public Health: 
 ·      Numbers of hospital admissions down further 
from last week’s figure. We are seeing something 
like 100 patients down from about 200 from a 
couple of weeks ago. Excellent progress. 
·      Croydon University hospital has now 
discharged over 500 patients who were treated and 
survived the virus. This is fantastic as it represents 
over 50% of reported hospital cases. 
·      Croydon University now recording lower death 
figures – Croydon used to be in the top 3 in 
the whole country with respect to deaths but we are 
now down to about 18th. Every death remains sad 
news to all of us and we continue to hope for the 
best. 
·      With things now a bit more controlled at the 
hospital with respect to the virus, the hospital is 
beginning to think of how best to offer support 
during this recovery session as well as how to keep 
non-corona patients who need care, safe. 
·      PPE levels still remain strong and well 
supplied 
·      Carrying out tests for staff for coronavirus is 
high. 
·      Good support both for staff and patients 
although about 8% of overall staffing level is off 
sick but not all of them are COVID-19 related 
·      Hospital is supporting care homes, primary 
care trusts and council staff tests. 
  
 Care Homes: 
·      Both the hospital and Council supporting all 
the care homes in Croydon 
·      PPE being provided to care homes 
  
Public Health: 
·      There is a rise in care home deaths. 
·      It is possible that about 20% of London may 
have had the virus and fought it off 
·      There are people who may not have had it but 
who would be vulnerable to the second wave 
coming and it is possible a significant number of 
people will be affected 
·      COVID is part of our lives for the next year, so 
social distancing would need to be maintained in a 
lot of ways which the government would need to 
spell out. 
·      It is important to send out a message that in the 
event of there being a second wave before a vaccine 
is produced, Croydon will be susceptible to that 
second wave – so precautions and social distancing 
has to be in place 

 Croydon Council: 
·       Voluntary Sector: 
·      CVA still supporting the food banks 
in Croydon  
·      Food is still coming into the food banks 
·      CVA is moving from an emergency to a 
recovery mode 
·      About 430 in the system still needing support 
·      Giving targeted supplies through proven 
agencies and partners  
 
GP Practice: 
·      GPs are open for service and are encouraging 
people especially the ones with acute problems (non
-covid 19) to contact them. 
·      Mental Health challenge is still an ongoing 
concern 
   
 Police: 
  
·      Level of compliance and social distancing 
generally good 
·      Some concerns around West Croydon re drugs 
·      Safeguarding of victims of domestic violence 
and provision of round the clock support for the 
Family Justice Centre 
·      Police creating places and information where 
people can confidently report issues around domestic 
violence. They plan to use supermarkets, off licences 
etc to share this information 
·      Donation of baby clothing has been encouraging.  
 
Croydon Council: 

·      Croydon  is thinking of life after COVID 19 and 
what the ‘new normal’ would look like 

·      Croydon is still leading in ‘raising the bar’ 
campaign to lobby central government to increase its 
support package for businesses beyond the £50k 
rateable value threshold. This campaign seems to be 
hitting all the right notes 

·      Croydon looking at what on-going support 
businesses will need after the lockdown 

·      Testing is the big thing this week with the Army 
joining in to set up different testing locations in 
Croydon – information will be sent out widely 
through Your Croydon, the Council’s website, 
residents etc 

·      Croydon Council still looking into when it 
would be right to ease some of the restriction 
measures in relation to parking. Whatever decisions 
are made, they would like to make sure that 
information is sent out to that effect giving people 
ample notice. 

·      Care homes are being monitored daily 

·      Close to 1000 children were in school as at 29/4 
with a little over 200 of those children coming from 
vulnerable homes. 



 

 

3rd Sunday of Easter - Readings at Mass. 

First reading                     Acts 2:14,36-41 
 

On the day of Pentecost Peter stood up with the 
Eleven and addressed the crowd in a loud voice: 
‘The whole House of Israel can be certain that God 
has made this Jesus whom you crucified both Lord 
and Christ.’ 

Hearing this, they were cut to the heart and said 
to Peter and the apostles, ‘What must we do, broth-
ers?’ ‘You must repent,’ Peter answered ‘and eve-
ry one of you must be baptised in the name of Je-
sus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you 
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The prom-
ise that was made is for you and your children, and 
for all those who are far away, for all those whom 
the Lord our God will call to himself.’ He spoke to 
them for a long time using many arguments, and 
he urged them, ‘Save yourselves from this perverse 
generation.’ They were convinced by his argu-
ments, and they accepted what he said and were 
baptised. That very day about three thousand were 
added to their number. 

Second reading                             1 Peter 2:20-25 

The merit, in the sight of God, is in bearing 
punishment patiently when you are punished after 
doing your duty. 

This, in fact, is what you were called to do, 
because Christ suffered for you and left an example 
for you to follow the way he took. He had not done 
anything wrong, and there had been no perjury in 
his mouth. He was insulted and did not retaliate 
with insults; when he was tortured he made no 
threats but he put his trust in the righteous judge. 
He was bearing our faults in his own body on the 
cross, so that we might die to our faults and live for 
holiness; through his wounds you have been healed. 
You had gone astray like sheep but now you have 
come back to the shepherd and guardian of your 
souls. 

Gospel                                             John 10:1-10 
 

Jesus said: 
‘I tell you most solemnly, anyone who does not 

enter the sheepfold through the gate, but gets in 
some other way is a thief and a brigand. The one 
who enters through the gate is the shepherd of the 
flock; the gatekeeper lets him in, the sheep hear his 
voice, one by one he calls his own sheep and leads 
them out. When he has brought out his flock, he 
goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow because 
they know his voice. They never follow a stranger 
but run away from him: they do not recognise the 
voice of strangers.’ 

Jesus told them this parable but they failed to un-
derstand what he meant by telling it to them. 

So Jesus spoke to them again: 

‘I tell you most solemnly, 
I am the gate of the sheepfold. 
All others who have come 
are thieves and brigands; 
but the sheep took no notice of them. 
I am the gate. 
Anyone who enters through me will be safe: 
he will go freely in and out 
and be sure of finding pasture. 
The thief comes 
only to steal and kill and destroy. 
I have come 
so that they may have life and have it to the full.’ 
 

Responsorial Psalm                           Psalm 22(23) 
 
The Lord is my shepherd:  
there is nothing I shall want. 
 

The Lord is my shepherd; 
there is nothing I shall want. 

Fresh and green are the pastures 
where he gives me repose. 

Near restful waters he leads me, 
to revive my drooping spirit. 

 

He guides me along the right path; 
he is true to his name. 

If I should walk in the valley of darkness 
no evil would I fear. 

You are there with your crook and your staff; 
with these you give me comfort. 

 

You have prepared a banquet for me 
in the sight of my foes. 

My head you have anointed with oil; 
my cup is overflowing. 
 

Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me 
all the days of my life. 

In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell 
for ever and ever. 


