
 

 

Parish Priest:  Fr. Peter Mansfield     

Parish House:   1 Portnalls Road, Coulsdon, Surrey       CR5 3DD                                                       

Tel: 020 8660 2452          Email:  coulsdon@rcaos.org.uk    

Parish website:  www.st-aidans-parish.org.uk         

Church Hall enquiries:   staidanshallbookings@gmail.com     

Property maintenance, report issues:   staidanspremisesteam@gmail.com 

St. Aidan’s School:  01737556036 

Mass times and intentions   

Sat Vigil            6pm     Peter  Reynolds RIP  

Sunday              9am     Philip O’Donnell RIP    

                        11am      People of the Par ish  

                   

Monday        9.30am     Naughton & Towey Families (deceased members). 

Tuesday        9.30am    Anthony ‘Tony’ Wallis RIP  * 

 Ash Wednesday   

                      9.30 am    People of the Par ish  

                    *2.30 pm    St Aidan’s School Liturgy  

                      8.00 pm    Priest’s Intention  

Thursday   *2.15 pm   Funeral Mass for Giuseppe Brusadelli RIP   

Friday            9.30am    Cristina Fernandes RIP   

                      Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament for 1 hour after Mass   

 

Next Weekend             First Sunday of Lent      

Vigil                6pm        People of the Par ish    

Sun                  9am        Joseph Buggy RIP 

                        11am       Fr . John Tyndall  RIP  

Year A.                                    7th Sunday of Ordinary Time         23rd February 2020 

Entrance Antiphon 
O Lord, I trust in your 
merciful love. 
My heart will rejoice in 
your salvation.  
I will sing to the Lord who 
has been bountiful with 
me.  
  
Psalm 
The Lord is compassion 
and love.  
 
Gospel Acclamation  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
If anyone loves me he will 
keep my word, And my 
father will love him,  
And we shall come to him.   
Alleluia! 
 
Communion Antiphon 
I will recount all your 
wonders, I will rejoice in 
you and be glad  
And sing psalms to your 
name, O Most High. 

LIFE  
Breakfast  
after 9am Mass. 
Bar after  11am 
Mass. 

St Aidan’s Catholic Church  - Coulsdon 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  - Confession       
First Saturday of the month at 12 noon.  
Saturday after evening Mass.    Or by appointment with the Priest.  

'The God Who Speaks'   ~  The Year of the Word 

9am Mass 
Psalm  102 / 103 
Please join in the 
Psalm response. 

THIS WEEK - Second Collection  - Poor Parishes of the Diocese. 
This collection enables the Archbishop to make grants to some of the poorer parishes in the diocese.  

 Please note that there is no Thursday 9.30am Mass. There is a funeral Mass at 2.15pm 



 

 

Please pray for the sick and housebound:  
Julie Smith, Efigenia Ridulfa, Victoria Moore, Wendy 
Vaughan,  Anne Parsons, Eufrecenia (Sannie) Ligouri, 
John Stradling,  Josie Davitt, Bernadette Blaquiere, 
Anne Walker, Peter Leeks, Mary Reynolds,  
Claudette Lovell, Sammy McCarroll, Trudy Kiely,  
Mary Crehan, Mary Smith, Louise Harris,  
James Tomlin, John Cooksey, Sarah Bell,  
Joseph Darville, Barbara & Geoff Wood. 

WEST CROYDON REFUGEE CENTRE.  
 The Justice and Peace Group are collecting  baby 
clothes for destitute mothers and their babies.      
Items needed:  0-3 months babygros, sleepsuits, vests, 
 bibs, muslin cloths, wipes, shawls, blankets, clean old 
towels and buggies. Nappies for premature and 0-3 
month babies. New Men’s and Women's underwear.                               

Food Hub . 
All foods that are not perishable are most 
appreciated. 
Toiletries and household goods are useful also.  

Collections last weekend. 
Offertory:  
Cash not Gift-aided: £463              Gift-aided: £153 
Standing Orders: Gift-aided - £304;   Total:     £920 
 

Thank you. 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
For the past 50 years Worldwide Marriage  
Encounter has been offering marriage enrichment 
retreats all around the world. Focused on couples 
who want to enrich their relationship and gain a 
deeper understanding of the Sacrament of  
Marriage, the retreat offers a unique experience. 
It’s a chance to explore your relationship at a  
deeper, more intimate level, regardless of how long 
you have been together. Thousands of couples in 
the UK have benefited from a Marriage Encounter 
weekend retreat, the next retreat is 6th - 8th March 
in Swindon, why not find out more 
at wwme.org.uk 

LENTEN MASSES in CROYDON  
UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL. 2020 
There will be a MASS on ASH WEDNESDAY 
(26th February) at 12 noon and  
EVERY MONDAY during LENT at 12 noon, in 
the Hospital Chapel (Near Woodcroft Road). 
 
ALL ARE MOST WELCOME. 

SIMPLE SOUP and BREAD LUNCH   
THIS SUNDAY after  the 11am Mass in the Hall. 
There will be a basket for donations which will be 
given to CHURCH ACTION on POVERTY a  
national ecumenical social justice charity  
committed to tackling POVERTY in the UK. 
 
Fr Peter has signed the Ministers’ letter to 
encourage church communities to highlight the 
pressing need concerning the deepening crisis of 
poverty afflicting many families and communities 
in Britain. 

Visit the website of Church Action on Poverty. 
Church-poverty.org.uk 

Dates for your Diary in aid of HCPT 510.   
Curry Night on 21st March - Tickets available 
soon  
Quiz Night on 23rd of May - Details to follow 

NOTICE:  from the Aidan’s Youth Ministry  
 
Last chance to buy advance tickets for  Youth 
Ministry concert Saturday 29th February.  There 
will be Youth Ministers at each mass this weekend 
selling tickets.  
 
Limited availability on the door, first come first 
served.  
 
(No Youth Social Friday 28th February.)  

SVP National Raffle 2020.                   The National Raffle is the biggest annual fundraising event of the Society 
of St. Vincent de Paul. Your support helps the Society continue its work with people facing isolation, loneliness and 
a daily struggle with poverty in communities throughout England and Wales. 
  
This year the prizes are 1st prize £3000, 2nd prize £2000, 3rd prize £1000 and many more.  Tickets are £1 each and the 
draw will take place on 27th March 2020. 
  
Members of St. Aidan’s Conference will be selling tickets after Masses this weekend, 22nd & 23rd February 
2020.        Thank you for your continued and generous support. 

Word Day of Prayer.  
(Formally known as Women’s WDP). 
 
Thank you to Lesley Leavey who has been the St 
Aidan’s representative on the local WDP 
committee. 
 
The next WDP is Friday 6th March. 
 
If anyone would be able to be our representative 
please email the parish office  
coulsdon@rcaos.org.uk or speak to Fr Peter. 

http://wwme.org.uk/


 

 

The season of Lent is a time to renew our 
Christian faith, - the faith in which we are 
baptised. In Lent we are called to unite ourselves 
more closely to Christ in his passion and death 
through acts of penance, in  order to share more 
fully in the joy of  his Resurrection at Easter. In 
Christian spirituality ‘penance’ comprises of : 
   
PRAYER   -  FASTING  - ALMS-GIVING. 
 
 PRAYER -  
 

Possibly you could try to go to a Mass on a 
weekday during Lent.  

 
There will be Stations of the Cross on 
Sundays of Lent at 4.00pm. 

 
 FASTING & ABSTINENCE -  
 

Fasting = eating less. 
Abstinence = abstaining from meat. 
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days 
of fast & abstinence. 
 
Fasting can be adopted voluntarily 
throughout Lent. This can mean eating less 
at certain times or on particular days. (Care 
should be taken not to damage your health, 
especially if sick or elderly.) It can mean 
refraining from a particular thing that you 
like such as sweets, biscuits, tea or coffee. It 
need not be restricted to food, it can be less 
TV, cigarettes or alcohol. 

 
 ALMS-GIVING -  
 

You may have a favourite charity to which 
you would like to make a special Lenten 
donation. Our CAFOD Fast Day will be on 
the second Friday of Lent. ‘Giving’ can also 
be interpreted in a wider sense: e.g. the 
giving of some of our time to others; time to 
listen to members of our family or a lonely 
neighbour. 
 
 
 

 
The following examples give some 
ideas concerning penance. 

 
 
 By abstaining from meat or some 

other food: 
 
 By abstaining from alcoholic drink, 

smoking or some form of 
entertainment: 

 
 By making the special effort 

involved in family prayer, attending 
a  weekday Mass, visiting the 
Blessed Sacrament or praying the 
Stations of the Cross. 

 
 By fasting from all food for a longer 

period than usual and perhaps by 
giving what is saved in this way to 
the needy at home and abroad: 

 
 By making a special effort to help 

somebody who is poor, sick, old or 
lonely.” 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 
The purpose of ‘penance’ is to 
enable us to grow in our love of God 
and one another and thereby grow in 
our own humanity. It is not intended 
to make us miserable but rather to 
allow us to enter more fully into the 
joy of our risen Lord at Easter 

 
               
      Yours in Christ, 

The season of Lent begins this week on Ash Wednesday.    
Masses with blessing and distribution of ashes  

at our Church are at 9.30am & 8.00pm. 



 

 

Pilgrimage in the Footsteps of the Northern Saints:  
Dr. Anne Inman from Hartley Parish is organising this Pilgrimage which will visit York Minister and 
Whitby, where St. Hilda was baptised and was later Abbess; Lindisfarne where St. Aidan founded his mon-
astery; Durham Cathedral where St. Cuthbert has his Shrine and then St. Bede Museum in Jarrow. The 
dates are Saturday, 23 May to Saturday, 30 May 2020. The cost for coach transport, hotel, dinner and 
breakfast is £760 with a single supplement of £260. Please contact Dr. Inman at anneiman@btinternet.com     
or by phone 01474 879 026,  

Parish Pastoral Council  - New members appointed. 
 
The PPC are delighted by the response asking for new nominations to join or rejoin the council and would 
like to thank the five parishioners who have stepped forward to seek nomination.  

The Parish Priest and Chair in consultation with the existing PPC members are in agreement that 

in accordance with the provision of the constitution all five people nominated may be appointed without 

the necessity for an election. Their appointments are hereby confirmed for a four year term. 

We welcome the new members, Erica Thurbon, Roque Fernandes, Colin Wilding, and Elsie Ofili; thanks 

also to Bridget Hanlon who has been nominated to serve for a second term. We ask that the parish give 

them full its support as we also remember to pray for them and those who serve on all our parish 

committees. The new members have all been invited to their first PPC meeting on Thursday 5th March 

where they will meet all the existing and outgoing members. Please speak to any member of the PPC, old 

or new, about what you would like to hear about from your council. 

From March 5th the new PPC will be Fr. Peter, Gerry O’Donnell,  Sue Carr, Pauline D’Mello-Maplesden, 

Brenda Eydman, Roque Fernandes, Bernadette Hallett, Penne Hutton, Peter McFall, Bridget Hanlon,  

Erica Thurbon, Elsie Ofili and Colin Wilding. 
Read more about the PPC on the website:    https://st-aidans-parish.org.uk/staff/the-parish-council/ 

On Sunday 29th March,  Catholics are invited to make an Act of Dedication of 
England to Our Blessed Lady. 

                                                                                              Visit website:  behold2020.com 
 
Cardinal Vincent Nichols writes on the Act of Dedication of England to Mary:  
 

A few days ago, I was privileged to meet Pope Francis. At my request, he blessed a new icon 
dedicated to Our Lady of Walsingham. He did so because he knows that during this Lent, on 
29th March, all are invited to make a personal Act of Dedication of our country to Our Blessed Lady. 
In doing so we repeat the dedication made in 1381 by Richard II of England who promised this land 
and its people as the Dowry of Mary. 
 
There is much for us to learn about being the Dowry of Mary and the love which is expressed in that 
title. It is rich in history even if not contemporary in language. I hope we can use these coming 
weeks to deepen our knowledge of this ancient and lovely devotion. 
 
This fits well into our Lenten journey.  Mary will always lead us to her Son. She will take us to him 
so that he can show us his love and mercy. There are two special occasions during which we can 
invite Mary to lead our Lenten journey. The first is the three-day period from 19th to 22nd March 
when the Statue of Our Lady of Walsingham will come to Westminster Cathedral. There will be 
three days of devotion and renewal. Please do come if you can. 
 
The second occasion is the three days from 26th to 28th March, leading up to the National Day of 
Rededication on 29th March. I hope that all of us can observe these days of prayer, asking Mary to 
embrace this country of ours, to instil in us a truthfulness and a love of justice, so that we may 
experience, as she herself did, the joy of the Lord’s presence. 

Congratulations – To Bishop Howard Tripp, our former area bishop, who has recently celebrated his 
40th Anniversary of Episcopal ordination.  Bishop Howard now lives at St Peter’s Residential Home, 
Vauxhall. 

https://st-aidans-parish.org.uk/staff/the-parish-council/


 

 

                             Would you like to join a choir at St Aidan’s church hall ? 
 

  You are invited to a choir taster session on  Sunday 1st March,  2.15pm – 4.15pm. 
              
This initiative has come about through discussions with Varia Doletskaya and 
her husband Alex Pidgen. They work as professional musicians and choir 
leaders. Varia is known to us at St Aidan’s as she is our organist for 9am 
Mass on Sundays. This would not be a church choir as such but more along 
the lines of a community choir.  
 
No previous singing experience or ability to read music is necessary. If 
enough people are interested in coming together to sing regularly Varia and 
Alex are committed to running a choir on a weekly basis. The taster session is free but for 
ongoing weekly sessions subscriptions would be necessary as with other community choirs. 
The subscription per head would depend on the number of people committed to joining.  
 
The genres of music would depend on the preferences of the people who would be interested in 
coming regularly. Certainly Christian music in the broad catholic tradition with its sacred 
compositions would be included.  It could also be a place where church choir members might 
meet potential new recruits. 
 
At the taster session soundings will be taken from those interested concerning days that would 
be suitable. Sunday afternoon is currently the most available slot in our hall on a regular basis.  
Members of local churches, catholic and non-Catholic will be welcome to participate. 
 
All ages of adults are welcome. Unfortunately, we cannot include children in an adults’ choir 
due to child safeguarding requirements unless they are accompanied by a parent. At the end of 
each term there could be a performance in the hall or in the church depending on the genre of 
music being sung. 

Today’s Gospel                      Matthew 5:38-48 
 
 Jesus said to his disciples: ‘You have learnt how 

it was said: Eye for eye and tooth for tooth. But I 
say this to you: offer the wicked man no resistance. 
On the contrary, if anyone hits you on the right 
cheek, offer him the other as well; if a man takes 
you to law and would have your tunic, let him have 
your cloak as well. And if anyone orders you to go 
one mile, go two miles with him. Give to anyone 
who asks, and if anyone wants to borrow, do not 
turn away. You have learnt how it was said: You 
must love your neighbour and hate your enemy. 
But I say this to you: love your enemies and pray 
for those who persecute you; in this way you will 
be sons of your Father in heaven, for he causes his 
sun to rise on bad men as well as good, and his rain 
to fall on honest and dishonest men alike. For if 
you love those who love you, what right have you 
to claim any credit? Even the tax collectors do as 
much, do they not? And if you save your greetings 
for your brothers, are you doing anything 
exceptional? Even the pagans do as much, do they 
not? You must therefore be perfect just as your 
heavenly Father is perfect.’           

Gospel reflection           by Fr Kieran O’Mahoney. 
 
Today’s gospel continues the challenge from last 
week to go deeper into the heart, the seat of hidden 
thoughts and desires. The call to conversion is a 
call to give just as we have received: we are loved 
and so should love; we are forgiven and so should 
forgive; we are consoled and so should console 
and so forth. Why is that? Because the love  that 
we have received becomes truly “me” only when I 
pass it on. Only then have I experienced the mes-
sage of the prophet: I will remove from your body 
the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. 
(Ezek 36:26)  
 
Prayer … 
 

O God, open our ears  
to hear the word of Jesus, your Son.  
Open our hearts,  
that we may know true conversion  
from within.  
Open our hands  
that we may give just as we have received.  



 

 

Lenten Liturgy 2020 
22/23 February (7th Sunday of the Year) 

A Lenten Journey. 
 
The forty days of Lent are for us a journey with Jesus – beginning with the temptations in the desert and 
taking us with him to Jerusalem, so that we may die with him and rise with him on Easter Sunday. 
In his Lenten message for 2017 Pope Francis prayed, "May the Holy Spirit lead us on a true journey of 
conversion, so that we can rediscover the gift of God’s word, be purified of the sin that blinds us, and 
serve Christ present in our brothers and sisters in need." 
 
This year during Lent we will be using the space before the altar to illustrate symbolically our journey 
with Jesus from the desert to Jerusalem. We will use as a basis the symbol of sackcloth, a traditional sign 
of repentance. Hessian fabric, together with stones, will form the basis of a tableau representing the desert; 
each Sunday we will add to this display a further symbol related to the readings of the day. At the end of 
Lent all the symbols will be included in our Easter garden. 
 
In front of the lectern we will have a new lectern fall, also using hessian, on which we will have a 
representation of "The Way of Life". The original on which this is based is a massive cast-aluminium 
sculpture by Jonathan Clarke on the wall of Ely Cathedral. It reminds us that life is far from 
straightforward. Along its many twists and turns Christ travels with us from darkness to the light of the 
cross. 
 
The simple, sombre tone of the display and the lectern fall remind us that Lent is a time of self-denial. If 
we are to walk with Jesus on our Lenten pilgrimage we need to pack light: to set aside distractions and 
things that hold us back, and to focus on what really matters. 
 
The first symbol will be placed on the tableau on Ash Wednesday. It will be the embers and ashes of a 
fire; as well as representing the ashes it reminds us of a campfire such as would be left behind by someone 
who had stopped for a while on a journey. 

Guided Adoration for Adults 
 
Not sure about what to do during Eucharistic Adoration? Well, you’re not alone! So why not come along 
to St. Dominic’s, Waddon on Friday 13th March to find out more. Antoinette Moynihan (Founder  of 
COTE) will lead Guided Adoration. All parishioners in the Croydon deanery are welcome. 
 
Mass will be celebrated at 7pm by Fr Saju. This will be followed by a talk by Antoinette and then with  
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament for silent adoration until 8:30pm. 
 
For further information, please email Pam on pammurtagh@hotmail.com 

Saint Aidan’s Parish Fete 2020. 
 
We are delighted to announce that following the appeal last weekend  
Danni Vicente-Machado has offered to take the lead by becoming the coordinator of our 
Parish Fete 2020 ! Danni's professional background is in organising events. Thank you to her 
and thanks also to the people who offered to help and support.  Danni is keen to make a 
start with building a team of helpers made up of people with previous experience as well as 
new people.  Once again we thank Pauline D’Mello-Maplesden for her work with last year’s 
Fete and we are pleased that she willing to pass on her experience to Danni as well as being 
the Fete treasurer this year. 
  
The PPC and the whole parish are grateful to Danni for taking on the planning and organising 
of this important event in parish life. Danni is keen to hear from anyone who would like to 
offer help in any capacity and she can be contacted on  
                      danni.vicente.machado@gmail.com    or   mobile 07787406854 

mailto:danni.vicente.machado@gmail.com

