
 

 

Parish Priest:  Fr. Peter Mansfield     

Parish House:   1 Portnalls Road, Coulsdon, Surrey       CR5 3DD                                                       

Tel: 020 8660 2452          Email:  coulsdon@rcaos.org.uk    

Parish website:  www.st-aidans-parish.org.uk         

Church Hall enquiries:   staidanshallbookings@gmail.com     

Property maintenance, report issues:   staidanspremisesteam@gmail.com 

St. Aidan’s School:  01737556036 

Mass times and intentions   

Sat Vigil            6pm    Naughton & Towey families RIP  

Sunday              9am    Welfare of the Crowe Family                          

                        11am     Christopher  Ridgers RIP  

                         

Monday        9.30am  John Philpot RIP     

 

Tuesday          Christmas Eve  

       6pm        Private Int 

                 11.30pm      Carols followed by Mass at Midnight  

 

Wednesday                  Christmas Day       

                           9am        Prvate Int 

                         11am       Privat Int. 

       

Thursday     12 noon            Private Int.                                  St. Stephen  

Friday                          **No Mass here**                     St. John, Evangelist  

                                                    

Next Weekend             The Holy Family Jesus, Mary and Joseph        

Vigil                6pm      Enda O’Brien RIP  

Sun                  9am      Kathy Gaffney RIP      11am       

Year A.                       Fourth  Sunday of Advent    22nd December 2019 

Entrance Antiphon 
Drop down dew from 
above, you heavens,  
and let the clouds rain down  
the Just One; let the earth be 
opened and bring forth a 
Saviour.  
 
Psalm 
Let the Lord enter! 
He is the king of glory.   
 
Gospel Acclamation  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The virgin will conceive and 
give birth to a son and they 
will call him Emmanuel, a 
name which means  
‘God-is-with-us.’ 
Alleluia! 
 
Communion Antiphon 
Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son; 
and his name will be  
called Emmanuel.  

LIFE  
Breakfasts 
after 9am 
Mass. 
 
Bar after 
11am Mass. 

St Aidan’s Catholic Church  - Coulsdon 

9am Mass 
Psalm  23 / 24 
Please join in the 
Psalm response. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  - Confession      Saturday after  evening Mass.   
See the attached Christmas schedule for other times. 

'The God Who Speaks'   ~  The Year of the Word 

This Weekend - Second collection for flowers and decorations for the 
church at Christmas. 

Adoration on Fridays. 
 
There will be no Adoration 
over the Christmas period. 
We hope to recommence later 
in January.  



 

 

Please pray for the sick and housebound:  
Wendy Vaughan, Anne Burroughs, Anne Parsons, 
 Eufrecenia (Sannie) Ligouri, Patrick Connors,  
John Stradling, Joseph Brusadelli, Josie Davitt,   
Julie Smith, Bernadette Blaquiere, Anne Walker,  
Peter Leeks, Mary Reynolds, Claudette Lovell,  
Sammy McCarroll, Trudy Kiely,  Mary Crehan,  
Mary Smith, Louise Harris, James Tomlin,  
John Cooksey, Sarah Bell, Chris Antoniou,   
Joseph Darville, Barbara & Geoff Wood. 

Collections last weekend. 
Offertory:  
Cash not Gift-aided: £362              Gift-aided: £217 
Standing Orders: Gift-aided - £304;   Total:     £883                                            
 
2nd Collection - Christmas Lunch on Jesus £449 

 
Thank you . 

WEST CROYDON REFUGEE CENTRE.  
 The Justice and Peace Group are collecting  baby 
clothes for destitute mothers and their babies.      
Items needed:  0-3 months babygros, sleepsuits, vests, 
 bibs, muslin cloths, wipes, shawls, blankets, clean old 
towels and buggies. Nappies for premature and 0-3 
month babies. New Men’s and Women's underwear.                               

Now on Sale in the Parish Shop.      
2020 Diaries with Mass text -  £2 each;   
Christmas cards.  

Purley Food Hub - December 2019 List  
Christmas biscuits ~ children’s chocolate treats ~ 
cartons of long life whole milk ~ tins of chicken, 
ham & corned beef ~  tinned peas & carrots ~ 
tinned dessert fruit & rice pudding ~ small bags of 
sugar ~ tin openers ~ unisex deodorant and adults' 
toothbrushes. 

Pre Christmas Social time for all the family. 
 
The events below are free - everyone welcome. 
 
December 22nd,  Parish Hall,  Mince Pies - Mulled 
Wine,  Carols - Entertainment. 
 
Apart from the above edibles please bring your 
own food to share. Drinks should be purchased 
from the Bar. 
 

******************************** 
Also in the Hall at the same time …..  
 Children’s Christmas Party.  
December 22nd ,   Parish Hall’, Games - Food -  
Visit from Father Christmas.   

The collection at the Christmas Masses is the 
main source of personal income for Parish Priests. 
This is the system adopted in Catholic parishes 
throughout England.  Catholic priests do not 
receive a salary in the way that ministers of other 
denominations do. They are therefore dependent on 
the Christmas & Easter offerings for personal 
income. It is not like a ‘tip’ or a seasonal bonus 
because it forms the basic income for priests.  
  
Parishioners’ primary responsibility is to the priest 
of their own parish, not the parish they may be 
visiting for the holiday period.  If you are going 
away you may wish to put your contribution in an 
envelope and post it through the Parish House 
letterbox or leave it in the sacristy marked 
‘Christmas Offering’. 
  
Any cheques should be made payable to  
‘St. Aidan’s Church’  for banking purposes. If you 
are in the Gift Aid scheme, please use the relevant 
envelope as the parish will benefit from the tax 
returned. Standing Orders cannot be applied to 
Christmas offerings.   Those who are not in the Gift 
Aid scheme may use the envelope attached to this 
newsletter but it is not compulsory to do so.  

FLOATING SHELTER:  
 
This week we said goodbye to our homeless guests 
at the Floating Shelter. Over the course of Novem-
ber and December we have welcomed a total of 25 
guests to spend the night in our hall under the care 
of volunteers from all the churches of Coulsdon and 
Old Coulsdon. Some of our guests have been with 
us throughout the season and we have come to 
know them well so it was with a tinge of sadness 
that we spent a final evening with them in cheerful 
companionship over a fine meal in festive cheer. It 
has been our privilege to walk a stretch of the way 
with them and lend our support to them on their 
journey towards a more settled lifestyle. We wish 
them all well as they depart to spend the Christmas 
season at Crisis 
before returning to the next circuit of churches in 
the Croydon Churches' Floating Shelter. Many 
thanks to all the volunteers for the efforts they have 
put in to this highly rewarding ecumenical project.  
 
No doubt we will be needed again next autumn. It's 
never too early to volunteer: if you'd like to know 
more take a look 
at the poster in the church porch or give us your 
details and we'll contact you in September 2020. 
 
Leonie Wilding: Floating Shelter Coulsdon Co-
Ordinator - leonie@thewildings.eclipse.co.uk 
Maureen Lee: St Aidan's Contact - maureen-
lee123@hotmail.co.uk 



 

 

Today’s Gospel     -     Matthew 1:18-24 
 

This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph; but before they came 
to live together she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph; being a man 
of honour and wanting to spare her publicity, decided to divorce her informally. He had made up his mind 
to do this when the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because she has conceived what is in her by the Holy Spirit. She 
will give birth to a son and you must name him Jesus, because he is the one who is to save his people from 
their sins.’ Now all this took place to fulfil the words spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 

The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son and they will call him Emmanuel, a name which means 
‘God-is-with-us.’ When Joseph woke up he did what the angel of the Lord had told him to do: he took his 
wife to his home. 

Excerpts from a reflection on Joseph’s dream in today’s Gospel  
by  Fr Timothy Radcliffe  OP. 

 
What are your dreams? We are all supposed to realise our dreams. If you potter around the web, 
a lot of these seem to include going to Australia, bungy jumping, or becoming a celebrity.  
 
No doubt Joseph the carpenter had his dreams. Perhaps of having lots of sons who would all be 
successful carpenters, or furnishing palaces. But all these were dashed by his holy dream, in 
which he is commanded by an angel to take Mary, his pregnant fiancée, and marry her and raise 
her child as his own. This dream sunk all the little private dreams he might have had. 
 
There is nothing wrong with us wanting to realise our dreams. But these dreams are all rather 
small and petty compared with Joseph’s dream, which is about being caught up in the infinite 
mystery of God’s love for all of humanity. Few of us are likely to have dreams of angels 
commanding us to do alarming things. But Joseph’s dream is God’s dream for us all. It is of the 
child who will save all people, who is Emmanuel, God with all of us. 
 
So the question is this: Do we want to be stuck in our small private dreams, or do we dare get 
caught up the adventure of God’s holy dream, of a love beyond all imagining. We may be blocked 
by simply not desiring enough. God says to Ahaz in the first reading, ‘Ask for any sign you want, 
absolutely anything’. But he does not dare to. He pretends that he does not want to bother God. 
‘Far be it from me to tempt the Lord’.  
 
The little private dream is about what you can achieve. Joseph’s dream is of pure gift. It is 
realised in a child who offers us everything, for free. Also, the small private dreams are for what 
we know and understand: lots of money, winning Strictly Come Dancing or whatever. These are 
knowable ambitions. We see other people who have achieved them. 
 
Joseph’s holy dream is for what passes all our understanding. It is a love which is beyond our 
grasp.  At Christmas we are invited to trust the Lord who only longs for our utter happiness, even 
if he seems to go about it in an odd way. This is the holy obedience that Paul talked about in the 
second reading. It is not just about doing what you are told. It is being led into the mystery, step 
by step. 
 
Finally, the little private dream often makes promises that are frankly untrue. The American 
Dream says: ‘You can be anything you want. You just have to believe in yourself’. But this is not 
so. I cannot do anything. I could never run a four minute mile because I have the wrong sort of 
body. It offers an illusory escape from limitations.  But in God’s holy dream, we are accepted as 
we are: limited, weak, foolish, mortal. In Jesus God has embraced us in our limitations, and 
offers us everything.  

Due to fire regulations we have had to move the benches that were in the aisle in church. Apologies 
to those who liked to sit in that place. Recently we have heard a lot about people who have ‘lost their seat’ 
in the General Election. Here at St Aidan’s it means something different ! 



 

 

I’m pleased to say that a couple of friends of mine will be visiting over the Christmas and new year 
period. I know you will give them a great welcome. 
 
Monsignor Gerald Ewing - ‘Fr Gerry’ will be with us for morning Masses this Sunday and Christmas day. 
Fr Gerry is vice Rector of St John’s Seminary, Wonersh where priests are trained. I have known him since 
school days. We didn’t go to the same school but we were in the same parish and served Mass in the 
church. Gerry went to train as a priest a few years before me and had no small influence on my thoughts 
about doing the same. His other significant influence on my life was that he bought me my first pint ! 
 
We will soon welcome Fr Ferruccio Cagna a retired but active priest from Milan. He will be coming again 
and staying to mid January. You will recall that he came last January to cover my post Christmas break. 
We had a long standing booking for him to do the same again this time. 
 
I am pleased to welcome another person we can count on as a friend to our parish - Bishop Paul. He will 
be with us for the Christmas Eve masses. 
 
Canon Jim and Fr Gus are helping in other churches over Christmas and January. I am very grateful for all 
they have done for us and for their support of me. We will make an opportunity to formally thank them in 
the near future. 
 
Your in Christ, 

Christmas Lunch on Jesus - Ways that in which you can help  
Sponsor a hamper for  £30, or  give whatever  you can afford. Please make cheques payable to Pur ley 
Food Hub (write CLOJ on the back) and send to Derek Harris, 35 Furze Lane, Purley CR8 3EJ or you can 
donate online to Purley Food Hub Sort code 40-45-17 Account No. 81652877. 
 Pack the turkeys in the hampers (4 people needed) at Chr ist Church, Br ighton Road, Pur ley 
on Monday 23rd December at 10 a.m. 
 Drive a car with the hampers and two passengers to addresses in the borough of Croydon 
on Monday 23rd December from 10.45 am. Be one of the passengers taking the hamper  to the  
recipient’s door 
 
Please contact Jean Ludlow at cloj.purleyfoodhub@icloud.com if you have any queries, can help with any of the 
above or ring the Purley Food Hub phone on 07546 635295. 

Note of thanks from Paddy Boyle at the Manna Centre  
 
Thank you for St Aidan's donation of food & clothes to the Manna Society. Your donation and ongoing 
support is greatly appreciated and essential to the continuation of the services we offer here to some of the 
most disadvantaged people in our society. 
  
The Manna Day Centre provides both a compassionate and practical response to London’s poverty and 
homelessness problems. For some, it’s a place where they can come for their only hot meal of the day. For 
others, it’s a listening ear and a welcome respite from another day living on the streets. For others still, it’s 
a chance to get off the street and into accommodation. 
  
The centre welcomes around 150 people every day, more than half of them homeless. We open 7 days a 
week and serve around 800 meals, 70 mugs of soup and countless cups of tea every week. As well as 
providing hot food and a place to rest during the day, the Centre also offers showers, clothing, access to 
medical care and advice on housing and welfare. Helping our clients move on from homelessness with all 
its concomitant insecurities and into a more settled lifestyle is a key priority for us. In the last 12 months 
we have found accommodation for 345 people. 
  
Like each of us, everyone who comes to the centre has their own unique story. 
We are truly grateful to you for your support of our work. 

Save the Date  - Saturday 29th February 2020    St. Aidan’s Youth Ministry Fundraiser  
7pm to 10pm at the Church Hall.   An evening of musical entertainment. 

mailto:cloj.purleyfoodhub@icloud.com

