
 

 

Parish Priest:  Fr. Peter Mansfield     

Parish House:   1 Portnalls Road, Coulsdon, Surrey       CR5 3DD                                                       

Tel: 020 8660 2452          Email:  coulsdon@rcaos.org.uk    

Parish website:  www.st-aidans-parish.org.uk         

Church Hall enquiries:   staidanshallbookings@gmail.com     

Property maintenance, report issues:   staidanspremisesteam@gmail.com 

St. Aidan’s School:  01737556036 

Mass times and intentions   

Sat Vigil            6pm    Naughton & Towey Families RIP  

Sunday              9am    Kathy Gaffney RIP                        

                         11am    Sheila Kay RIP  

                         

Monday        9.30am   Matthew & Ellen Tierney RIP    

   The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

Tuesday        9.30am    

Wednesday                   *No Mass*                  

Thursday      9.30am   Welfare of Dulce Stanley     

Friday           9.30am   Jack Fosber ry (Centenary) RIP           Saint Lucy 

      

 ADORATION after morning Mass until 1pm and 4 - 9pm. 

                                                   

Next Weekend              Third Sunday of Advent 

       

Vigil                6pm      Canon John Naughton RIP   

Sun                  9am      Anna & Eddie Aldr idge  - Special intention  

                                                   in thanksgiving   

                       11am     Gemma Brusadelli Senior  RIP    

Year A.                                     Second Sunday of Advent                8th December  2019 

Entrance Antiphon 
People of Sion, behold, 
the Lord will come to save 
the nations, 
and the Lord will make the 
glory of his voice heard  
in the joy of your heart.  
 
Psalm 
In his days justice shall 
flourish and peace till moon 
fails.   
 
Gospel Acclamation  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Prepare a way for the Lord, 
make his paths straight,  
and all mankind shall see 
the salvation of God.  
Alleluia! 
 
Communion Antiphon 
Jerusalem, arise and stand 
upon the heights, and 
behold the joy which comes 
to you from God. 

LIFE Breakfasts 
after 9am Mass. 
Bar after 11am 

St Aidan’s Catholic Church  - Coulsdon 

9am Mass 
Psalm 71 / 72 
Please join in the 
Psalm response. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  - Confession      Saturday after  evening Mass.  
Or ask the priest.. 

  

 

'The God Who Speaks'   ~  The Year of the Word 

Next Week - Second Collection   -  Christmas Lunch on Jesus Project (See page 3 for more details) 

 



 

 

Please pray for the sick and housebound:  
Brenda Eydman, Anne Barratt, Anne Parsons, 
Christopher Hurley, Eufrecenia (Sannie) Ligouri, 
Patrick Connors, John Stradling, Joseph Brusadelli, 
Josie Davitt,  Julie Smith, Bernadette Blaquiere,   
Anne Walker, Peter Leeks, Mary Reynolds,  
Claudette Lovell, Sammy McCarroll, Trudy Kiely,  
Mary Crehan, Mary Smith, Louise Harris, 
 James Tomlin, John Cooksey, Sarah Bell,  
Chris Antoniou,  Joseph Darville,  
Barbara & Geoff Wood. 

Collections last weekend. 
Offertory:  
Cash not Gift-aided: £219         Gift-aided: £392 
Standing Orders: Gift-aided - £304;   Total:     £915                                             
                                                      
Second Collection - APC Mental Health       £257 

 
Thank you . 

WEST CROYDON REFUGEE CENTRE.  
 The Justice and Peace Group are collecting  baby 
clothes for destitute mothers and their babies.      
Items needed:  0-3 months babygros, sleepsuits, vests, 
 bibs, muslin cloths, wipes, shawls, blankets, clean old 
towels and buggies. Nappies for premature and 0-3 
month babies. New Men’s and Women's underwear.                               

Now on Sale in the Parish Shop.      
2020 Diaries with Mass text -  £2 each;   
Christmas cards including a wide selection 
of Traidcraft /CAFOD Christmas cards.  
See the back of packs for CAFOD logo and 
prices. 

Items being collected for the MANNA CENTRE   
First 3 weekends of Advent 
Almost apologetically, given the many demands on 
your generosity towards the Food Hub, the West 
Croydon Refugees and lately Night Watch. the  
Justice & Peace Group will be holding their annual 
collection for the MANNA CENTRE.  There has 
been a marked rise in street homelessness. 
 
Items requested: tea mugs, socks, new underwear  for  
men and women,  sleeping bags, powdered milk, sugar, 
tinned ham, corned beef, rice, orange squash, hot dogs 
and novels. Thank you. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Friday 13th December. 
There will be a break at 1pm with adoration  
resuming at 4pm.  
 
Three local schools use our Church for Nativity 
plays as well as the rehearsals. For that reason we 
need to make adjustments to our schedule. 

ADVENT SCROLLS - Week 2: 
 
This week a new set of scrolls is offered. The quo-
tations contained in them help us to focus on the 
themes of the second week of Advent: preparation 
for the coming of Christ and a readiness to look at 
our own  
values in the light of his kingship. 
 
Take a scroll: keep it in your pocket for quiet times 
of reflection. Pope Francis suggests that everyone 
should carry a Bible in their pocket and read it on 
the bus or at any time in the day. "What would 
happen," he wonders, "if we were to read the 
message of God contained in the Bible the way we 
read messages on our mobile phones?" He reminds 
us that a short phrase can transform our hearts and 
minds if we reflect on it in a quiet moment. 
 
Well, if you haven't got a pocket-sized Bible, why 
not start small and use your scroll instead? When 
you've finished with that one take another. 

Accommodation request. One of our  well known 
parishioners has been given notice that he will 
have to vacate his rented accommodation after De-
cember 18th, due to the repossession of the proper-
ty. If anyone knows of any flats (studio or one  
bedroom) or large room to rent, please let Fr Peter 
know.  Thank you. 

Purley Food Hub - December 2019 List  
Christmas biscuits ~ children’s chocolate treats ~ 
cartons of long life whole milk ~ tins of chicken, 
ham & corned beef ~  tinned peas & carrots ~ 
tinned dessert fruit & rice pudding ~ small bags of 
sugar ~ tin openers ~ unisex deodorant and adults' 
toothbrushes. 

NOW AVAILABLE ………  ADVENT EXTRA 
A publication produced by the Redemptorists.  
It contains good spiritual reading, interesting 
articles and reflections for the entire season 
of Advent.  Cost £2.50, from the table in the 
corner at the back of the church. Money goes 
in wall box labelled ‘papers’. 

Alan Griffiths RIP. 
 
It is with sadness that we heard of the death of 
Alan Griffiths (age 38 yrs). Alan was the man with 
special needs who used to attend Masses at  
St Aidan’s accompanied by a carer. 
 
Our thoughts and prayers are vey much with 
Alan’s mother Patricia and his two brothers. His 
father died some years ago on the same date as his 
son’s passing, 4th December. 
 
May he rest in peace and rise in glory. 



 

 

Fr Gerard Bradly - St Mary’s, Old Coulsdon, is 
the new Dean of the Croydon Catholic parishes. I  
asked not to be reappointed so that I can focus my 
energy on St Aidan’s as I gradually resume my 
duties. 

Practical Ways to Help Our Floating Shelter in 
December. 
  
Carol singing in the Whitgift Centre, Croydon 
on December 14th between 2 and 3pm is a vital 
fund raiser for our Floating Shelter.  Please come 
along and join in with the singing, it's always good 
fun! 
 
Waitrose in Coulsdon will be designating a green 
token box for the Floating Shelter. Do please shop 
there if  possible and place your green token(s) in 
the box.   

The Sacrament of Confirmation 2020 at St Ai-
dan’s will take place on Saturday 11th July at 
6pm Mass. 
Next term we will be inviting young people in Year 
10 or older to enrol for the preparation programme. 

Christmas Lunch on Jesus. 
 
We will again be supporting the Christmas Lunch on Jesus Project with a collection on 14/15 December. 
 The project be delivering 150 hampers again this year at a cost of £30 per hamper and lots of volunteers 
are needed to make this happen. 
  
Other ways in which you can help are:  
  
Sponsor a hamper for  £30, or  give whatever  you can afford. Please make cheques payable to Pur ley 
Food Hub (write CLOJ on the back) and send to Derek Harris, 35 Furze Lane, Purley CR8 3EJ or you can 
donate online to Purley Food Hub Sort code 40-45-17 Account No. 81652877. 
 
Pack the hampers at Morden Baptist Church, Crown Lane, Morden SM4 5BL from 10 a.m. 
on Friday 20th December.  Please book online go to www.christmaslunchonjesus.org.uk and CLICK 
ON: REGISTER TO PACK HAMPERS and complete the details requested.  Please DO NOT CLICK 
ON ‘Register here to deliver hampers’ as this is only for Merton, not us!  If you have any problems, or  
cannot do this, please contact Jean Ludlow and she will help you. 
 
Unload hampers from a mini-bus and put the turkeys into freezers at Christ Church, Brighton Road, 
Purley, CR8 2BN on Friday, 20th December from 1.30 p.m. 
  
Pack the turkeys in the hampers (4 people needed) at Chr ist Church, Br ighton Road, Pur ley 
on Monday 23rd December at 10 a.m. 
  
Drive a car with the hampers and two passengers to addresses in the borough of Croydon 
on Monday 23rd December from 10.45 am. Be one of the passengers taking the hamper  to the  
recipient’s door 
 
All volunteers should attend a short training session and these will be held at Purley Baptist Church,  
Banstead Road, Purley CR8 3EA on: Thursday 12th December from 8pm – 9pm  or Friday 13th December from 
9.30am – 10.30am.  
 
Please contact Jean Ludlow at cloj.purleyfoodhub@icloud.com if you have any queries, can help with any of the 
above and to let her know which training you will be attending or ring the Purley Food Hub phone on 07546 635295. 

Save the Date  - for a pre Christmas Social. 
 
December 22nd,  Parish Hall,  Mince Pies - Mulled Wine,  Carols - Entertainment  
Free & open to all Save the Date  
 

***************************************************************** 
Also in the Hall at the same time …..  Children’s Christmas Party.  
December 22nd ,    Parish Hall’, Games - Food - Visit from Father Christmas.   
 

Tickets available soon for both these simultaneous events. 

http://www.christmaslunchonjesus.org.uk/
mailto:cloj.purleyfoodhub@icloud.com


 

 

Dear sisters and brothers, 
 
The readings today focus on coming of the Kingdom of God and the symbol of the Jesse tree. 
 
“A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse, a scion thrusts from his roots. On him the spirit of the Lord rests, 
a spirit of wisdom and insight, a spirit of counsel and power, a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the 
Lord”.  ( Isaiah 11v1-2) 
 
These are the opening words of today’s first reading.  It is from this passage of scripture that we get the 
symbol of the Jesse tree which has found a place in our churches during Advent. Here at St Aidan’s the tree 
is depicted on our Advent banner with the shape of the roots spelling the name JESSE. (Thank you to 
Bridget Hanlon for that piece of artwork). 
 
A shoot in this context means a branch. A scion (pronounced si-on) is a new bud emerging on the branch. 
This is the language that Isaiah uses in order to speak of the hope which God will bring about for his people 
in the future. The meaning of the prophecy is rather cryptic. Jesse was the father of King David, who in 
turn was considered to be the greatest king in Old Testament times. David was often referred to as the 
‘Anointed One’. The Hebrew word for anointed one is ‘Messiah’. Another translation of Messiah is 
‘Christ’. So Jesse was the father of an ‘anointed one’ in the Old Testament, i.e. King David.  
 
The prophet Isaiah lived about 200 years after King David and about 750 years before Jesus. He had a 
wonderful gift of foreseeing how God’s plan would unfold and come to its fulfilment. He is clearly not 
referring to David when he speaks about a future son of Jesse. His prophesy concerning Jesse is about him 
being the (fore)father of another royal offspring who will be an even greater ‘Anointed One’ with a strong 
kingdom. Thus he gave the people of Israel the expectation of a new Messiah, - a king and his kingdom 
ordained by God but descended from Jesse. Our Christian faith teaches us that Jesus and his kingdom was 
the fulfilment of that prophecy. St. Matthew begins his Gospel with what is known as the genealogy, which 
effectively is the family tree of Jesus. St. Matthew is keen to show us how it is that Jesse is the father in a 
generational way of a Messiah who is even greater than David. 
 
The vision of a future messiah and a kingdom continues as a prophetic theme throughout the Old 
Testament literature. We have it in the Book of Daniel. This literature is late and closer to the coming of 
Christ. Daniel’s prophetic interpretation concerning a king and a future eternal kingdom is sharp and 
precise: “The God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed, and this kingdom will 
not pass into the hands of another race: it will shatter and absorb all the previous kingdoms, and itself last 
for ever”. (Bk of Daniel 2:4; written about 160 years before its fulfilment in Christ). 
 
For Christians the season of Advent is a time of expectation and preparation for the coming of the Messiah 
who inaugurates the kingdom. Hence the cry of John the Baptist in today’s Gospel:  Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is close at hand. (Mt 3 v1).  
 
It is not just coincidence that the gifts of the Spirit of the Lord which Isaiah highlights are the very gifts 
received in the sacrament of Confirmation. A spirit of wisdom and insight, a spirit of counsel and power,  
a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.  Christ shares the Spirit with his anointed (confirmed) 
disciples because we are called into God’s service in order to participate in the mission of his kingdom. 
 
Yours in Christ, 

Monday 9th December is the feast of the Immaculate Conception of Our Lady.   -  Mass 9.30am. 
Normally this feast is on 8th December but is moved to 9th when the 8th is a Sunday. 
 
The Immaculate Conception concerns the teaching that Mary was preserved from the wound of the sin of 
Adam, Original Sin, from the first moment of her being in her mother's womb. (It should not be confused 
with the Christian doctrine of her 'virginal conception' which concerns Jesus' conception in Mary's womb). 
 
The doctrine of the Immaculate Conception tells us that Mary never experienced separation from God. 
This took place not through her own merits but as a free gift of God by virtue of the foreseen grace of 
Christ. The truth of this was expressed by the angel Gabriel when he greeted Mary with the words:  
“Hail ! Full of grace”. We preserve that greeting in our prayer ‘ Hail Mary,  full of grace’. 



 

 

Christmas Presents for Prisoners' Children 
 
This week is the last chance to contribute towards the appeal for new (please not second-hand) presents 
for boys and girls; there are a mixture of ages from babies to teens. Below are some suggestions: 
 
Books, colouring books, pencils and felt tips and creative play sets. 
Family board games or puzzles, suitable for wide age ranges. 
Baby gifts such as clothing, small cuddly and sensory toys, soothers and baby books. 
Gifts for teenagers such as books, bath sets, winter accessories and gift cards/vouchers. 
New, unused children's toys such as: 'Lego' style building bricks or larger building blocks; Dolls - either 'Barbie' 
style or baby dolls; doll accessories; Action figures; Cars or soft toys. 
 
Should you prefer to make a financial contribution, please place your donation in the collection basket in a sealed 
envelope marked ‘PACT Christmas Elf Donation’. 
 
Unfortunately we cant accept electric or battery operated toys. 
Any last-minute donations will be collected from the church on Thursday after the morning Mass. 

Celebrating God’s gift of reconciliation as a parish community. 
 
Advent Reconciliation Service   -  Monday 16th December at 8 pm.    
 
In today’s Gospel John the Baptist quotes Isaiah when he calls out - 

A voice cries in the wilderness:  Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight. 
John’s vocation was to prepare the people to meet the long awaited messiah. John knew that at the heart of 
this preparation was the necessity for repentance of in the lives of each person. 
 
We often hear about the importance of the real meaning of Christmas and the necessity to prepare 
spiritually for it. John the Baptist has a timely message for us about that. His starting point is that the 
preparation begins in the hearts of each one of us. But it does not happen without the grace of God. God the 
Father has sent his Son to bring us new life through forgiveness and healing. The sacrament of 
Reconciliation (confession) is a wonderful way to welcome Christ into our hearts. 
 
The Advent Reconciliation Service takes place on Monday 16th December at 8 pm.   We will follow 
the format used in recent years which will be now very familiar to many of you.   
 
What is the format of the service ?                      
The Reconciliation Service begins with the Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament being placed on the altar. 
The service will proceed with prayer and scripture readings. These will be followed by a guided 
examination of conscience and communal act of sorrow. The priests will then take their place in the Church 
and the people will be invited to approach for absolution. 

When you come to the priest your ‘confession’ could consist of a summary of what in your heart you 
are sorry for and for which you wish to receive the forgiveness of God and the church community. 
The Priest represents the community which is wounded through sin. He is also the instrument used by 
Christ to communicate the forgiveness that comes from a merciful God. In Catholic theology it is Christ 
himself who mediates the Father’s forgiveness when the words of absolution are uttered. 
 
Visiting priests will assist with confessions. 

We have a new lectionary cover for use in Advent.  It features an Advent wreath done in goldwork 
metal embroidery. Thank you to Leonie Wilding for her work on this for our church. Please feel free to go 
up to the sanctuary to view the cover after Mass. 



 

 

 
General Election 2019 
 
Message from the Catholic Bishops of England & Wales given by Archbishop John Wilso 
 
The Lord Jesus said: ‘I have come so that they may have life 
and have it to the full. (John 10:10). 
This General Election is profoundly important to the United Kingdom. Catholics cannot 
simply “watch from the balcony.”  Conscious of the common good of every person and our 
society as a whole, we ask everyone to engage with the election and vote. Honest political activity 
depends upon integrity. We urge all in public life to recognise that telling the truth, not making 
vindictive and abusive comments or unattainable promises, are essential. 
 
The question of the United Kingdom’s place in Europe continues to dominate political 
discourse. In whatever way our future relationship with our closest neighbours develops, 
Britain must be committed to a positive engagement as a key international partner in 
promoting peace, security and responsible stewardship of the planet. As Pope Francis 
reminds us, “good politics is at the service of peace.” 
 
Citizens have a duty to emphasise and help shape a politics rooted in the service of human 
rights and peace. The test of any policy should be its impact upon human dignity, particularly 
for the most disadvantaged in our society. In making judgments about how to vote, please 
consider carefully the following and ask your candidates how they would uphold: 
 
• The innate dignity of every human being; defending both the child in the womb, the good of 
the mother and an understanding of the immeasurable good of a child not yet born? 
 
• The dignified care for those who are terminally ill and dying while resisting the false 
compassion of assisted suicide or euthanasia? 
 
• The needs of those who are frequently neglected or discarded by society such as people 
with disabilities, Travellers, older people, those who are homeless, those in prison and those 
trapped in modern slavery? 
 
• The process of integration of migrants and refugees who have made their homes here, 
challenging the global rise of xenophobia and racism that is so radically incompatible with 
our faith? 
 
• The rights of those in our own communities and overseas who “can see no end to the 
tunnel of extreme poverty,” providing them with assistance and confronting the structural 
injustices that compound their suffering? 
 
• Care for our common home and tackle the climate emergency which threatens the future of 
our entire human family and is already having a profound impact upon the world’s poorest 
people? 
 
• Freedom of religion and belief, ensuring that everyone has the right to exercise their 
conscience and practise their creed freely without fear? 
• The cherishing of marriage, recognising the essential place of the family in the service of 
life and of society? 
 
• The right of parents to educate their children in accordance with their faith and support the 
work of Catholic schools in their contribution to society and their promotion of the common 
good? 
 
Jesus tells us “I have come so that they may have life and have it to the full.” Informed by the 
work of our parishes, schools and charities, we should all approach this election as an 
opportunity to promote life, dignity and human flourishing for all. 
We call on all Catholics to pray for the wellbeing of our society. May the Holy Spirit guide our 
choice as we seek together, and for all, “life to the full.” 


