
 

 

Parish Priest:  Fr. Peter Mansfield     

Parish House:   1 Portnalls Road, Coulsdon, Surrey       CR5 3DD                                                       

Tel: 020 8660 2452          Email:  coulsdon@rcaos.org.uk    

Parish website:  www.st-aidans-parish.org.uk         

Church Hall enquiries:   staidanshallbookings@gmail.com     

Property maintenance, report issues:   staidanspremisesteam@gmail.com 

St. Aidan’s School:  01737556036 

Mass times and intentions   

Sat Vigil            6pm    Deceased loved ones          

                                              (November Book) 

Sunday              9am     Alan Terry RIP -   

1st Anniversary  

                         11am     Canon John Naughton  RIP  

                         

Monday        9.30am   Betty Nutt RIP    

Tuesday        9.30am   George Noronha RIP               Saint  Francis Xavier  

Wednesday                   *No Mass*                  

Thursday      9.30am    Kathy Gaffney RIP    

Friday           9.30am    Sheila & William McCarthy RIP          

 ADORATION after morning Mass until 9pm. 

                                                   

Next Weekend              Second  Sunday of Advent 

       

Vigil                6pm       Naughton & Towey Families RIP  

Sun                  9am       Kathy Gaffney RIP                        

                       11am       Sheila Kay RIP  

Year A.                                         First Sunday of Advent          2nd December  2019 

Entrance Antiphon 
To you, I lift up my soul, O 
my God.  
In you, I have trusted; let 
me not be put to shame.  
Nor let my enemies exult 
over me; and let none who 
hope in you be put to 
shame.  
 
Psalm 
I rejoiced when I heard 
them say: ‘Let us go to 
God’s house.’  
 
Gospel Acclamation  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Let us see, O Lord, your 
mercy and give us your 
saving help. 
Alleluia! 
 
Communion Antiphon 
The Lord bestow his bounty 
and our earth shall yield its 
increase.  

LIFE Breakfasts after 
9am Mass. 
No Bar after 11am 
Mass. 

St Aidan’s Catholic Church  - Coulsdon 

9am Mass 
Psalm 121 / 122 
Please join in the 
Psalm response. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  - Confession      Saturday after  evening Mass.  
Or ask the priest.. 

  

 

 

'The God Who Speaks'         The Year of the Word 

The Parish Bar will not be open after  the 11am Mass this Sunday due to the School Fair  which will 
start at 12pm.  



 

 

Please pray for the sick and housebound:  
Brenda Eydman, Anne Barratt, Anne Parsons, 
Christopher Hurley, Eufrecenia (Sannie) Ligouri, 
Patrick Connors, John Stradling, Joseph Brusadelli, 
Josie Davitt,  Julie Smith, Bernadette Blaquiere,   
Anne Walker, Peter Leeks, Mary Reynolds,  
Claudette Lovell, Sammy McCarroll, Trudy Kiely,  
Mary Crehan, Mary Smith, Louise Harris, 
 James Tomlin, John Cooksey, Sarah Bell,  
Chris Antoniou,  Joseph Darville,  
Barbara & Geoff Wood. 

Collections last weekend. 
Offertory:  
Cash not Gift-aided: £339         Gift-aided: £241 
Standing Orders: Gift-aided - £304;   Total:     £884                                             
                                                      
2nd Collection - Catholic Youth Services      

Thank you . 

Baptism Preparation Session  
The next session for parents will be on Wednesday 
26th June. Please email Fr. Peter if you are 
planning a baptism for your child in the near future. 

WEST CROYDON REFUGEE CENTRE.  
    
The Justice and Peace Group are collecting  baby 
clothes for destitute mothers and their babies.      
Items needed:  0-3 months babygros, sleepsuits, vests, 
 bibs, muslin cloths, wipes, shawls, blankets, clean old 
towels and buggies. Nappies for premature and 0-3 
month babies. New Men’s and Women's underwear.                               

Now on Sale in the Parish Shop.      
2020 Diaries with Mass text -  £2 each;  
Plus a selection of Advent Calendars,  
Christmas cards including a wide selection 
of Traidcraft /CAFOD Christmas cards.  
See the back of packs for CAFOD logo and 
prices. 

Croydon Association for Pastoral Care in 
Mental Health (APCMH) 

tackling mental health in Croydon  
 
There will be a retiring collection for APCMH 
this weekend.  
Mental health problems cross all boundaries of 
race, gender, culture, faith, social status, sexuality 
and other social categories.  APCMH offers open-
access (non referral) emotional and spiritual 
support, given with a concern for the individual, 
rather than the mental health status. APCMH  run 
three out-of-hours clubs, along with a women's 
group.  They run a project called Stop the 
Revolving Door, aimed at those who are socially 
isolated; also creative spirituality workshops (with 
art and creative writing) and run wellbeing courses 
plus training for faith communities. When people 
feel lonely life often seems pointless. APCMH 
offers friendship sowing seeds of hope, accepting 
people as they are.  

Alongside those in mental distress 
 

"The road is long, with many a winding turn " Let's 
walk together. 

 
For further information contact:-  
Project Co-ordinatorMillie Reid,  

St Mildred's Community Centre, Bingham Road, 
Croydon, CRO 7EB.   Telephone 020 8654 4010;   
Email:admin@croydon-apcmh.co.uk    
website: www.croydon-apcmh.co.uk 

Experienced SENCO required 
The Governors of Margaret Roper Catholic 
Primary School wish to appoint a part –time 
SENCO to work in our successful and  
thriving school. We are seeking an  
experienced, highly organised, caring and 
inspirational SENCO to lead SEND across 
our school and build on current existing 
good provision. The SENCO role will be for 
2 days, which can be worked flexibly. The 
post is tenable from January or as soon as 
practical thereafter. This is a permanent role. 
The SENCO will be part of the school  
management team. 

Items being collected for the MANNA CENTRE   
First 3 weekends of Advent 
Almost apologetically, given the many demands on 
your generosity towards the Food Hub, the West 
Croydon Refugees and lately Night Watch. the  
Justice & Peace Group will be holding their annual 
collection for the MANNA CENTRE.  There has 
been a marked rise in street homelessness. 
 
Items requested: tea mugs, socks, new underwear  for  
men and women,  sleeping bags, powdered milk, sugar, 
tinned ham, corned beef, rice, orange squash, hot dogs 
and novels. Thank you. 

NIGHT WATCH  - 215 cans of soup donated  
Thank you all for the very generous donation 
which were delivered on Sunday night. 
NIGHT WATCH provide hot soup for homeless 
and vulnerable people every night of the year in 
the Queen's Garden. On a Sunday night they also 
distribute bags of food. Our cans of soup are very 
much appreciated. 

St. Aidan's SVP  Meeting  
Wednesday 4th December at 8:15pm in the  
Marian Room.  (Hall). 



 

 

PACT (Prison Advice and Care Trust) Operation Christmas Elf 
Give the gift of Christmas to a prisoner's child –  
Collection of gifts is between now and 8th December in church porch. 
 
Every year, 200,000 children in the UK experience the distress and heartache of separation from someone 
they love due to imprisonment. These children will deal with shame, embarrassment, stigma and  
loneliness - and they often live in households with parents or carers who themselves may be struggling to 
cope. Christmas can be a particularly lonely and painful time for them. 
 
As a parish, we have been invited to provide presents for boys and girls; from babies to teens.  
Suggested gift ideas  - Books, colouring books, pencils and felt tips and creative play sets. 
Family board games or puzzles, suitable for wide age ranges. Baby gifts such as clothing, small cuddly 
and sensory toys, soothers and baby books. Gifts for teenagers such as books, bath sets, winter accessories 
and gift cards/vouchers. New, unused children's toys such as Lego/Duplo style building bricks/blocks, 
Dolls - either 'Barbie' style or baby dolls and accessories, Action figures, Cars or Soft toys. 
 
Should you prefer to make a financial contribution, please place your donation in the collection basket in a 
sealed envelope marked ‘PACT Christmas Elf Donation’. 
 
Please note that due to security regulations, the following cannot be accepted: Second-hand or used items 
~ Any electronic or battery-operated toys ~Toy guns/weapons ~ Modelling clay/plasticine/slime or 
anything made of wax ~ Edible items such as sweets or chocolates.  

ADVENT SCROLLS: 
 
Pope Francis reminds us that in the scriptures we have "a treasure" and that there is "nothing more  
precious that we can give to others" than sharing God's word with those around us. 
 
This Advent, as we enter into the "Year of the Word", we are challenged to focus on the word of God in 
the Bible; to celebrate, live and share that word.  
 
To help us do this, each Sunday there will be a basket of small scrolls available at church printed with a 
Bible verse on the theme of the week's readings. You are invited to take a scroll each week: keep it by you 
during the week, reflect on it, linger over it and take it to heart. If you are around the church during the 
week, take another one; the chances are you'll get something different. A new set of scrolls will be offered 
each week. 

The God Who Speaks  ~ The Year of the Word. 
 
St Mary’s Church Hall, West Croydon, Wellesley Rd CR0 2AR 
 
Tuesday 3rd December – 7pm to 8pm  St Jerome ~ Apostle of the Word of God - with  Patrick Feyisetan  
 
Tuesday 17th December - 7pm to 8pm   Meditation on the Gospel of John - with Fr Sean Davidson.  

Practical Ways to Help Our Floating Shelter in December. 
  
Carol singing in the Whitgift Centre, Croydon on December 14th between 2 and 3pm is a vital fund 
raiser for our Floating Shelter.  Please come along and join in with the singing, it's always good fun! 
 
Waitrose in Coulsdon will be designating a green token box for the Floating Shelter. Do please shop there if  
possible and place your green token(s) in the box.   

The Sacrament of Confirmation 2020 at St Aidan’s will take place on Saturday 11th July at 6pm 
Mass. 
Next term we will be inviting young people in Year 10 or older to enrol for the preparation programme. 



 

 

 
London Jesuit Centre          14 Mount Street, London, W1K 3AH 

 
Explore, sing and pray the music of  Handel's Messiah. 
 
7th December 2019  10:30am – 4.30pm 
 
Handel’s Messiah is one of the most frequently performed and recorded pieces of music. It has an 
appeal and intensity which, in the nearly 200 years since its first performance, has made it the 
classical expression of the story which is the foundation of Christian belief. 
 
These workshops, the first on Part I on the Christmas message (on Saturday 7th December), the 
second on Parts II/III the Easter message (on Saturday 21st March), will explore the music and the 
spirituality of the Messiah. There will be an opportunity to sing and perform excerpts and to discover 
the significance of the music under expert tuition. 
 
All are welcome. You do not have to be a musician or even able to read music to participate. Each workshop 
will conclude with a short performance (at 4.00pm) of the music studied during the day to which family 
members are welcome. 
 
You will be invited to contribute to the cost of the day on the day itself according to what you can afford. A 
contribution of £30 is suggested. Free to students and under-18s 

 
See website for many more events. Sear ch: Mount Str eet  J esuit  Centr e.  

It’s in a sub section of  the Jesuit website ‘Pathways to God’  

200 Club – October and November 2019 Winners 
 
The winners of the last 2 draws to have taken place are: 
 
Jonathan Clancy - October 2019 Draw. Gabrielle Taylor - November 2019 Draw 
Both won £200 each.  
 
The draw for the December winner will take place on Sunday 5th January 2020. 
 
New members are always welcome. The cost is £25 a year, and there is a monthly prize of 
£200. All profits go to our church. If you wish to join, or you wish to apply for additional  
numbers (up to a maximum of 4), please contact Peter McFall on 07762 497938 or email  
peter_mcfall@hotmail.com 

Notice from the Youth Ministry  
 
There will be no Youth Social in November, instead there will be a Youth Mass at 6pm on  
Saturday 7th December, followed by the last Youth Social of 2019 and free Pizza Party (for Year 7 and 
above) 
(A one off completed parental consent form is required for all attendees who have not submitted one yet.). 
 
Volunteers required: - experienced altar servers;  - offertory procession;  - reading bidding prayers. 
- choose hymns;  - singers and musicians 
 
Parents are asked to contact a member of the Youth Ministry Team or email  staidansyouthmis-
sion@gmail.com    if you wish your son / daughter to be involved. 

NOW AVAILABLE ……...            
                                          ADVENT EXTRA - is a publication produced by the 
Redemptorists.  It contains good spiritual reading, interesting articles and reflections for the 
entire season of Advent.  Cost £2.50, from the table in the corner at the back of the church. 
Money goes in wall box labelled ‘papers’. 

mailto:staidansyouthmission@gmail.com
mailto:staidansyouthmission@gmail.com


 

 

 
SIMPLY HAVE A HAPPY AND HOLY ADVENT  

leading to A WONDERFUL CHRISTMAS. 
 

It is so easy to get caught up in the commercialism of Christmas and yet we can all visualise the 
overflowing rubbish bins afterwards.  But there is an alternative.  Here are some ideas to help us all 
Live Simply, Sustainably and in Solidarity with the Poor this Advent and in so doing return to the 
true meaning of Christmas. See what other ideas you and your family and friends can come up with. 

 
 Support ‘Christmas Lunch on Jesus’ by donating money or volunteering your time. 
 
 Continue your generous donations to Purley Food Hub and Croydon Refugee Centre ,  
         their need is often greater at this time of year. 
 
 Contribute to our annual Advent Manna Centre collection. 
 
 Give the gift of Christmas to a prisoner’s child - details for this and all of the above 

are in the newsletter. 
 
 When we are sometimes overwhelmed by choice reflect during Advent on those who 

have few or no choices in their lives. 
 
 Look for gifts that are durable and try to avoid single use plastic. 
 
 Buy Fairtrade products - a wide range of products, both food and gifts, are available 

in most supermarkets and online. 
 
 Buy presents from ethical providers   OR    give a CAFOD World Gift. 
 
 Consider quality rather than quantity when buying presents. 
 
 Avoid metallic wrapping papers and single use ribbons which cannot be recycled. 
 
 Lots of people love a bit of glitter at Christmas but unfortunately it is a real 

environmental problem so why not buy biodegradable glitter ? 
 
 Buy Christmas cards  (ideally on recycled card ) recycle them afterwards  
        or send an E card.         CAFOD religious cards available in church shop. 
 
 Can you count the amount of times you have thrown away the contents of those 

crackers after Christmas ?   Why not make your own ? 
 
 Involve your children and grandchildren in making homemade gifts and decorations. 
         Look at the CAFOD Children’s Advent Calendar online and discuss with your children. 
 
 Decorate your house with greenery and easily recyclable decorations. 
 
 Avoid buying so much food that it ends up getting thrown away.  Always lots of tips available 

on how to use up leftovers. 
 
 Prepare a special Grace for the Christmas Day meal to remind us of  
         the true meaning of Christmas. 
 
 Walk to Mass at Christmas 
 
 Give thanks every day for what we have rather than aspire to have more. 
 
 A small act of kindness every day may make all the difference to someone. A smile to a 

stranger,   a helping hand, a kind word. 



 

 

The Gospel for the First Sunday of Advent. 

Like a Thief in the Night (Matthew 24:37-44)  

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As it was in Noah’s day, so will it be when the Son of 
Man comes. For in those days before the Flood people were eating, drinking, taking 
wives, taking husbands, right up to the day Noah went into the ark, and they sus-
pected nothing till the Flood came and swept all away. It will be like this when the 
Son of Man comes. Then of two men in the fields one is taken, one left; of two 
women at the millstone grinding, one is taken, one left. So stay awake, because you 
do not know the day when your master is coming. You may be quite sure of this that 
if the house-holder had known at what time of the night the burglar would come, he 
would have stayed awake and would not have allowed anyone to break through the 
wall of his house. Therefore, you too must stand ready because the Son of Man is 
coming at an hour you do not expect.’  

POINTERS FOR PRAYER.                                                  © Fr Kieran O’Mahoney. 

1. The ‘coming of the Son of Man’ can be applied to the end of the world, to the 
moment of death, or to any moment of grace. We are not given advance notice as to 
when any of these will happen, so the message is to be alert and ready. When have 
you found that your alertness meant that you were able to receive an unexpected grace 
(e.g. take an opportunity which presented itself, or respond to a hint from another 
person that you might easily have missed, etc.).  

2. One of the enemies of alert living is constant busyness. Have you ever found that 
being caught up in your own agenda makes you less sensitive to what is happening 
around you? Recall times when you paused in your relentless busyness and were 
rewarded by a significant interchange with another person, a moment of grace.  

3. You probably know the difference between being ready for a visitor and the 
unannounced caller who catches you unprepared. Let the memory of the discomfort of 
being caught off guard spur you on to a constant readiness for the coming of the Lord.  

 

PRAYER  

God of majesty and power, amid the clamour of our violence your Word of truth 
resounds; upon a world made dark by sin the Sun of Justice casts his dawning rays.  

Keep your household watchful and aware of the hour in which we live. Hasten the 
advent of that day when the sounds of war will be for ever stilled, the darkness of evil 
scattered, and all your children gathered into one.  

We ask this through him whose coming is certain, whose day draws near: your Son, 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
God for ever and ever.   Amen.  


