
 

 

Parish Priest:  Fr. Peter Mansfield     

Parish House:   1 Portnalls Road, Coulsdon, Surrey       CR5 3DD                                                       

Tel: 020 8660 2452          Email:  coulsdon@rcaos.org.uk    

Parish website:  www.st-aidans-parish.org.uk         

Church Hall enquiries:   staidanshallbookings@gmail.com     

Property maintenance, report issues:   staidanspremisesteam@gmail.com 

St. Aidan’s School:  01737556036 

Mass times and intentions   

Sat Vigil       6pm     Gemma Mazzalouo Brusadelli RIP  

Sunday          9am    Colin & Suzanne Hadley  -                 

                                    40th Wedding Anniversary                        

                     11am    Welfare of Alice Amorim 

                    

Monday       10am    Welfare of Alice Silva 

         8pm    Parish Advent Reconciliation Service  

Tuesday       10am    Maria Malfalda Cotta RIP  

Wednesday   7pm    People of the Par ish          

Thursday     10am   Mario Almeida RIP  

                6pm  St. Aidan’s School Carole Service                

Friday          10am   Funeral Mass for  Alan Terry RIP  

 

Next weekend.          4th Sunday of Advent  

                                                                     

Sat Vigil        6pm    Davitt family & fr iends - deceased. 

Sun                 9am    Garth Neveling RIP                       

                      11am   Welfare of Virginia Helena  

Year C.                               3rd Sunday of Advent        16th December 2018 

Entrance Antiphon 
Rejoice in the Lord always; 
again I say, rejoice.  
Indeed, the Lord is near.  
 
Psalm 
Sing and shout for joy  
for great in your midst is the 
Holy One of Israel. 
 
Gospel Acclamation  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The spirit of the Lord has been 
given to me.  
He has sent me to bring good 
news to the poor. 
Alleluia! 
 
Communion Antiphon 
Say to the faint of heart: Be 
strong and do not fear.  
Behold, our God will come, 
and he will save us. 
 

LIFE breakfast in 
Hall after 9am Mass 
today 
Bar open after 11am 
Mass. 

Psalm / canticle 
Isaiah 12  
9am Mass 
Please join in the 
Psalm response. 

St. Aidan’s Catholic Church  - Coulsdon 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  - Confession     
Saturday after evening Mass and 1st Saturdays at 12 noon.  Also by appointment. 

 

This Week  - Second Collection - for  flowers and decorations in our  church at Chr istmas.  

Congratulations to Suzanne and Colin Hadley who recently celebrated their  40th wedding  
anniversary. The 9am Mass on Sunday will be in thanksgiving for Suzanne, Colin and their family. 



 

 

Please pray for the sick and housebound:  
Peter Leeks, Mary Reynolds, Trudy Kiely,  
Kevin Leavey, Jennifer Dodwell, John Cooksey,  
Chris Antoniou, Mary Crehan, Orlagh Beau Keable,  
Mary Smith, Louise Harris, Elsa Garratt,  
Dave O’ Donoghue, James Tomlin, Sarah Bell,  
Colin Hadley, Claudette Lovell, Sammy McCarroll,  
Peggy Cauchi, Joseph Darville, Geoff Wood,   
Bridget Browne, Noëlle Kelly. 

Collections last weekend. 
Offertory:  
Cash not Gift-aided: £411      Gift-aided: £273 
Standing Orders: Gift-aided - £250;   Total: £934 
 
2nd Collection-Christmas Lunch on Jesus  £377 
 
      Thank you   

Sending a  
CHRISTIAN CHRISTMAS CARD 
to family and friends is a simple way 
in which we can witness to our faith. 
Writing a card can also be a moment 
to remember the person with a quiet 

prayer. 
 

The Church Shop is open  
after every Mass. 

Christmas Cards are on sale.  
Cards in aid of CAFOD are sold in 
pack of 10 or 20  (price on back of pack). 

Catholic diaries and religious 
calendars are now on sale: 

Catholic diaries: £1.50 
Calendars £1 

MANNA CENTRE  
We always collect goods for the MANNA  
CENTRE during ADVENT and will do so this 
year alongside our other collections to help those 
in need. This year, we are collecting goods on 
15/16 and 22/23 December.  
 
MOST ESSENTIAL NEEDS: 
Sugar, powdered milk, tinned tomatoes. 
Also dilutable drinks, coffee, tinned veg, pasta 
sauces, breakfast cereals, rice, tinned meat. 
New underpants and socks for men. 
 

******************************** 
 
PURLEY FOOD HUB 
Thank you for your ongoing generosity to the 
PURLEY FOOD HUB which is very much  
appreciated.  
 
December 2018 list  
Tin openers ~ small tins of potatoes/packets of 
dried potato ~ long life whole milk and fruit juice 
~ jars of fish paste ~ Christmas biscuits ~  
chocolate treats for children ~ toothpaste ~ toilet 
rolls 

SVP SUDAN and SOUTH SUDAN APPEAL 
The SVP continues its life-saving work in Sudan 
and South Sudan.  Your donation will help thou-
sands of people in poverty, offering hope and the 
chance of a better life. It will help feed 12,000  
destitute children every day during 2019, provide 
emergency food and water and lifesaving treatment 
and medication.  
Every gift, whatever value, will assist that work. 
Can you help?    
Would someone you know be delighted to receive 
a certificate as a Christmas gift showing that they 
have helped a starving child?           
If you are interested, please contact Frank Conway 
on 01737 552162 or one of the Parish SVP  
members.  

Altar serving at St. Aidan’s. 
 
There will be a meeting for all new servers this  
Sunday at 12.15pm. in the church (after 11am 
Mass). 

The Parish Social Committee  
Presents 

 
Festive Family Fun Day  
this Sunday from 12pm  

£5 - tickets available at the door. 
 

Children’s Christmas Party with 
games, food, activities and a 

chance to meet Father Christmas. 
 

All adults in the parish are also  
invited to the Hall at this time for 
Carols, mince pies, mulled wine, 
buffet & Christmas cheer. 

Parish Taskforce.    There is always an ongoing 
list of various jobs to be done in the Church, Hall 
and grounds. The next Taskforce morning will be 
on Saturday 22nd Dec. 10am to12noon.  



 

 

Dear brothers and sisters, 
 

Our Parish Reconciliation Service - with opportunity for Confession -  
will be on Monday 17th December at 8pm. 

 
The words from today’s Gospel which demand our attention are spoken by the people in response to John 
the Baptist when they say ‘what must we do ?’. So often our instinctive response to bad things going on in 
the world is to say what we think other people should do.  But the phrase ‘what must we do ?’ puts the 
focus back to where the journey of reconciliation ought to begin, - within ourselves. 
 
When John the Baptist invited the people to repent and be baptised he did not do so in order to accuse or 
condemn them. He wanted them to clear a path to welcome Jesus into their lives. He recognised that on 
that road there were obstacles that had first to be removed. In response to the people’s question John 
exhorts them to share with those in need. He goes on to highlights the sins of injustice and the misuse of 
power. 
 
Some of us took a stone home from church on the first Sunday of Advent. The stones represent obstacles 
like the burdens we carry, - perhaps from being sinned against or the from the demands that come our way.  
Even a small stone can sometimes be a great obstacle, as when we are trying to walk with a pebble in our 
shoe. It may be physically small but it certainly slows us down and does damage if it’s not released.  
 
In order to help us prepare to welcome Christ we will be having our Parish Advent Reconciliation Service 
on Monday 17th December at 8pm. There will be an opportunity to pray for the gift of reconciliation in our 
personal lives and in our community. There will be visiting priests joining us so that the sacrament of 
Reconciliation can be celebrated. If you took a stone home with you please bring it back and leave it 
behind as a symbol of being unburdened through the healing and forgiveness which is God’s gift to us in 
Christ. 

Advent reflection (3)      -   from the Liturgy committee. 
 

"Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest." MATTHEW 11: 28 

In the second of his keynote addresses to the Adoremus Eucharistic Congress in Liverpool, on the topic 
‘What makes us Holy’, Robert Barron, Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles explains how 
Christianity is essentially made up of three paths: 
 

A path to find the centre 
Bishop Barron evokes the image of the rose window, where Christ is always in the centre, using this as a 

reminder that when Christ is the centre of our lives, everything else tends to fall into harmony. One 
area of life that is off-kilter can lead to disharmony within the self.  Jesus shows us how to return to 
harmony, by rediscovering wholeness. 

 
A path to knowing you’re a sinner 

In light of the experience of finding the centre, Christians come to know that they are sinners, and in doing 
so they are on the road to becoming holy.  Barron quotes G K Chesterton: ‘A saint is someone who 
really knows he’s a sinner’.  The great Advent hymn, O Come, O Come Emmanuel recalls the image 
of a captive, who knows he’s a sinner in need of grace. We are frustrated because we are addicted to 
seeking wealth, pleasure, power or honour, which are altars of false-worship, instead of satisfying our 
need to be at one with God, and God is love. 

 
A path to the realisation that your life is not about you 

The Advent period of waiting for Christ’s coming is a time to reflect that our life is about God’s plans for 
us.  The Holy Spirit at work in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.  The sacrament of 
reconciliation can help us to see more clearly that life not about us, but about cooperating with what 
God has in mind for us.  By coming closer to God in this way, He will relieve us of our burdens and 
give us rest. 

Bishop Barron’s talk can be found here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_EU-lAFC2eo  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_EU-lAFC2eo


 

 

WEST CROYDON REFUGEE CENTRE.      
The Justice and Peace Group are collecting  baby clothes for destitute mothers and their babies.     Items 
needed:  0-3 months babygros, sleepsuits, vests, bibs, muslin cloths, wipes, shawls, blankets, clean old 
towels and buggies. Nappies for premature and 0-3 month babies. New Men’s and Women's underwear.                              

A Note of Thanks from the West Croydon Refugee Centre  
 
We start each drop-in with a short prayer and I always give thanks that God always provides  
everything that is required to meet the needs of the day centre and without doubt all those in St. Aidan’s 
Parish who contributed to the donation brought in have been His servants.  
  
And can I take this opportunity to wish everyone a very peaceful Christmas. 
  
Peter D. Hall 

St Francis Ramblers invite you to join them on 
their walk on Sunday 27 December.   
 
Meet Merstham station (walkers' train due in at 
1048 [serves Coulsdon South at 1042]).   
Distance 9 miles with lunch stop (at The  
Harrow, 235 Stanstead Rd, White Hill, CR3 6AJ), 
finishing at Redhill.   
 
Walking poles recommended for steep climb and 
descent.  Please call Paul on 07847 282626 for 
more details. 
 
Here is a link to our website for more information 
about our club:- 
http://www.stfrancisramblers.ukwalkers.com 

St Aidan’s School – PT Cleaner Needed 
 
St Aidan’s Catholic Primary has a vacancy for a 
part time cleaner, for 7.5 hours per week 
(1.5  hours per day, Mon – Fri). The rate of pay is 
£10.55 per hour. The role is partly flexible i.e. can 
be completed before or after school.  
 
Please enquire via the school office for further  
details. 
  
Mr Diarmuid Skehan,   Headteacher 
St Aidan’s Catholic Primary School 
Coulsdon, Surrey     Tel:   01737 556 036 

The collection at the Christmas Masses is the main source of personal income for  Par ish Pr iests. This 
is the system adopted in Catholic parishes throughout England.  Catholic Priests do not receive a salary in 
the way that ministers of other denominations do. They are therefore dependent on the Christmas & Easter 
offerings for personal income. It is not like a ‘tip’ or a seasonal bonus because it forms the basic income for 
priests.  
 
Parishioners’ primary responsibility is to the priest of their own parish, not the parish they may be visiting 
for the holiday period.  If you are going away you may wish to put your contribution in an envelope and 
post it through the Parish House letterbox or leave it in the sacristy marked ‘Christmas Offering’. 
 
Any cheques should be made payable to ‘St. Aidans Church’  for banking purposes. If you are in the Gift 
Aid scheme, please use the relevant GA envelope as the Parish will benefit from the tax returned. Standing 
Orders cannot be applied to Christmas offerings.   Those who are not in the Gift Aid scheme may use the 
envelope attached to this Newsletter but it is not mandatory to do so. 

Other Reconciliation Services in the Croydon 
Deanery are as follows:  
Good Shepherd New Addington 
 - Tuesday 18th Dec. 7.30pm;  
Our Lady’s Addiscombe  
- Thursday 20th Dec. 7.30pm;    
St. Columba’s Selsdon  
- Thursday 20th Dec 7pm;   

St. Aidan’s School Christmas Carol Service 
takes place in the Church on Thursday at 6pm. 
All are welcome. 

The Southwark 2019 diocesan directories are on sale in the Shop cost £3. 

http://www.stfrancisramblers.ukwalkers.com/

