PARISH GIFT AID.   Information Sheet. 
For more information with regard to joining the Gift Aid scheme please email the parish office:  coulsdon@rcaos.org.uk
You can boost the donations you are currently making to your parish by 25% without giving any extra! This is equivalent to 

25 pence on every £1 donated.
You are eligible if you have an income  -  

wage, salary, pension or investment income, on which you pay U.K. Income Tax. By completing a Gift Aid declaration, you give the Church authority to reclaim this amount of Tax from the Inland Revenue. 
NB Those in the 40p tax band are eligible for a personal rebate. 
Request a Gift Aid Declaration and return it to our Parish Gift Aid Organiser. It can be left in sacristy for her attention.
Make your contributions to the Church by weekly numbered envelope 
or by bankers standing order.

Second Collections.

Envelopes are provided for some second collections. These are the collections which come under the Diocese. Other collections take place for charities which are independent of the Diocese.  Some of these produce their own Gift Aid forms which may be returned when the proceeds are forwarded to them.  We publicise the purpose of the second collection for the following Sunday in our Newsletter.
Standing Order.  -  Offertory only.

When you set up a Standing Order with your Bank it only includes the amount you wish to give to the parish offertory (first collection at Mass in church). Second collections, Christmas & Easter Offerings, Good Friday Holy Places have to be donated in the basket in Church in the usual way. It is for this reason that those with Standing Orders are also given a set of envelopes. 

Existing standing orders.

Please note that standing orders do not atomically increase. If you have set one up years ago the likelihood is that it needs to be increased. There are forms available for that purpose.

How much tax must I pay to be able to take part in Gift Aid? 
You can join the Gift Aid Scheme providing you are a U.K Taxpayer and pay an amount tax at least equal to the amount of any refund reclaimed by the parish on your donations.

Do I have to make a binding commitment?
No. Gift Aid is not a binding commitment and the parish will only claim back a tax refund on the actual amount you have given. You will not be asked to make up any missed payments, unless you choose to do so.

What happens if I change my address? 
Just inform the parish Organiser. You do not have to complete a new form.

What if I stop paying Income Tax or wish to cancel?
Inform the Organiser and we can cancel your declaration.
Can I change the amount I give?

Yes.  You can increase or decrease the amount you give at any time without having to complete a new declaration.

Is Gift Aid Confidential?

Yes. You do not have to disclose details of your income, savings, pension or other personal details. Church money-counters do not see a name on your donations, they only see an identity number.

What if I move to another parish?

If you have already signed a Gift Aid Declaration, all you have to do is advise your new parish organiser of this fact and continue to use a method of payment that is easily recordable by the new parish.  You only need to sign a new form if the new parish is in a different Diocese.
